
 

 

Richard’s Reflections 
 
Throughout our lifetime, each of us can name a person or 
persons we know who have made a special contribution to 
the larger community of which they are part.  For me, such a 
person was Robyn Menin, a very intelligent, witty, and cou-
rageous director of the Ann Arbor Planned Parenthood Clinic 
and a Unitarian Universalist.  After waging a personal war 
against the cancer that invaded her body some 10 or more 
years ago, Robyn died on February 8, leaving her husband 
and two young sons.  
 
Her life was given in service to the mental and physical health of women and 
men.  Because she was an advocate for a woman’s right to choose an abortion, 
she lived daily with threats to her clinic and to her person.  The world is better 
for her being among us. 
 
I note Robyn’s gift because she exemplifies what we support with our gifts to 
the Guest at Your Table program: not necessarily abortion rights, but the right 
of all people to a life with food, shelter and education. Your giving to this UU 
Service Committee outreach program will assist poor and oppressed people 
around the world, much like those Robyn served in her clinic.  
 
For example, UUSC sent a monitoring delegation, including U.S. Rep. Adam 
Schiff (D-California) to Guatemala City during recent elections, which it was 
hoped would ensure a justice-making government that would better provide for 
the people in need.  The results did not ensure a more humane Guatemala, but 
does offer hope of a better tomorrow for some of its residents. 
 
Please consider a gift to the Guest at Your Table program. Any donation of $60 
or more is doubled by the Veech Foundation. Any contribution of $25 or more 
enrolls you as a Service Committee member. I thank you for your generous giv-
ing in the past, in advance for your gifts this year, and for helping make the 
world a better place for those in need.  
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Celebrate Women’s History Month in March! 
 
March Services 
 
Sunday, March 6—11:00 AM 
This Sunday we conclude our Guest at Your Table 
campaign.  Richard Venus will discuss the nature of 
moral choice.  We will collect your GAYT boxes or 
cash donations.  We have been an honor society in the 
past, meaning a significant percentage of our members 
have contributed to this most worthy cause.  Perhaps 
this year each of us can contribute to assist those in 
need. The choir will sing. 
 
Sunday, March 13—11:00 AM 
Guest speaker, Emily Gage, minister of the UU 
congregation in Joliet, Illinois, is reciprocating for 
Richard Venus’ leading the service at her congregation 
last spring. 
 
Sunday, March 20—11:00 AM 
“On Generosity” As part of his occasional series of 
sermons on traditional religious language, Richard 
Venus will lead this service around the theme of the 
nature of giving and receiving. The choir will sing. 
Wyatt Parkinson is worship associate. 
 
Friday, March 25—7:00 PM 
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE  As he has for several 
years, Chuck Thomas will lead this service that reflects 
on the life, suffering and death of Jesus. 
 
Sunday, March 27—11:00 AM 
EASTER SUNDAY  “Other Resurrections” Richard 
Venus will lead a service that reflects on the meanings 
of rebirth, renewal and remembrance. 

 
 

Our Staff 
 

The Rev. Richard Venus, Minister 
Office Hours:  By appointment (except Monday) 
 

Barb Weber, Director of Lifespan Religious  
Education 
Office Hours: Wednesday 11 AM—1:30 PM, Sunday AM 

 
Barbara Kelley, Office Manager 
Office Hours: Monday—Thursday  9:00 AM—3:00 PM 
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Gail Cyan   Yolanda Crooms 
Public Relations Trustee Activities Trustee 
 
 

Maureen O’Meara   Laurie Shows  
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Rich Robinson    Joe Zimmerman  
Membership Trustee  Operations Trustee 
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Welcome to our newest members! 

 
Thomas and Sara Davis 

Jim Hart 
Krayne Porter 
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Board Reports 
Summary of Board of Trustees Meeting of  
January 27, 2005 
 

Because the January meeting encompassed a number of 
items, this summary will give the motions and 
consensus items.  They are numerous enough! 
 

• Approve minutes of December and January 9th 
meetings. 

• Alternate board meetings between the 2nd 
Sunday and 3rd Thursday.  Passed. 

• Unfreeze $200 from MVUUF accounts to be 
used for The Other Place.  Failed. 

• Limit board list-serve for posting by board 
members and staff only; readability available 
to all congregational members.  Failed. 

• Accept Richard’s request for a sabbatical from 
February 1 through February 28th.  Passed. 

• Turn down the option from the Heartland 
District (on conflict resolution) at this time.  
Passed. 

• Ask Cecilia Long to be a mediator and begin 
the process as soon as possible.  Passed. 

• Charge the Personnel Committee to 
recommend a person to the board for the 
bookkeeper position.  Passed. 

• Judy Rengel should proceed with fundraising 
(UU Usable and garage/plant sale).  Passed.   

• Authorize the Finance Committee to make a 
decision on the rate/term/provider of our 
mortgage.  Passed. 

 
Consensus items were: 
• Speaker could make his/her CD available for 

sale after the service that the person is leading. 
• Update flow chart of responsibilities. 
• Have printed bulletin this Sunday and only a 

projected one the following two Sundays.  
Board would evaluate the situation at that 
point. 

• Accept leave of absence from Gail Cyan as 
Public Relations Trustee for the month of 
February.  The Board will split up her 
responsibilities during that month. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Sharon Harmer 

Summary of the Board of Trustees Meeting of 
February 13, 2005 
 

• Financial:  We have refinanced our building  
mortgage at about 6.7% over a 7-year period.  We 
have filed for a property tax exemption (as a  
church) with Montgomery County.  New 
signatories on checks were approved.  Audit 
options will be discussed at the next board meeting. 

• Committees:  A trial period of having a special 
checking account for Activities events will 
commence until June 2006.  The Personnel 
Committee will look into options regarding the 
overage in hours of the office manager, “at will” 
employment practices, DRE job description and 
staff strengths/needs.  Operations will make 
recommendations for a phone provider at the next 
meeting.  The Worship Committee recommended 
having a printed bulletin on Sunday mornings; the 
Board agreed to that recommendation.  Priorities 
for activities in Social Concerns will be addressed 
at their March meeting. 

• Staffing:  There have been a number of applications 
for the position of bookkeeper.  The position is 
expected to be filled soon and Judy Pickett is filling 
in temporarily.  Four mediations were held in 
February and at least one more is scheduled for 
March.  We will contract with a consultant to train 
staff in the PowerChurch program. 

• Miscellaneous:  Dave and Judy Rengel prepared an 
updated organizational chart.   
     

Respectfully submitted, 
Sharon Harmer 

From The HUUD BOT 
Your Heartland UU District Board of Trustees works 
under a 'Policy Governance' model of nonprofit 
leadership.  Under this model, the Board establishes 
ends (prioritized outcomes for congregations to be 
accomplished through District programs and services) 
and gives the professional staff (District 
Executive) limitations policies, within which to 
accomplish the desired ends.  The District Executive 
then works with other staff and volunteers to develop 
and implement programs to accomplish these ends. 
This model gives the District Executive broad 
authority, responsibility, and accountability for 
accomplishing the goals.  It frees the Board to work on 
strategic issues of vision.  



 

 

UU Niagara Experience July 17-20, 2005 
If you have ever wanted to visit Niagara Falls or if it 
is already one of your favorite places, this is a chance 
to experience the wonder of Niagara Falls including 
some great educational opportunities while in the 
company of UUs from around the country.  The UU 
Church of Niagara is conducting a four-day UU 
Niagara Experience which is a lifetime opportunity 
to encounter the Falls up close from every 
perspective, even safely riding beneath a tethered 
balloon.  Spend four days exploring the rich history 
and natural wonders around the Falls.  For 
information visit the web site :  http://
www.uunex.net. 
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Announcements 
Activities Committee 
The Activities Committee is on the move!  Be sure 
to mark your calendars for our next Movie Night 
on Friday, March 11 at 6:30 PM.  Our choices are 
Levity and The Butterfly Effect.  Email me with 
your preferences.  Please keep your movie 
suggestions coming so that we'll be sure to 
showcase movies everyone will like!  Bring your 
favorite game to share and look out for new ones 
on our next Game Night, March 25th.  Future 
activities will include ExcUUrsions.  We hope this 
will give members and friends a chance to get out 
and enjoy the community together.  Think of 
spring and summer activities you'd like to do with 
a group of really fun folks!  Speaking of fun folks, 
we are looking for a chairperson for the Fall 
Retreat.  Contact Yolanda Crooms or Scott 
MacKenzie if you are interested or have questions 
about any of the above-mentioned ideas.  Thanks! 

Covenant Groups Starting! 
At the time this is being written, we expect to have 
five new Covenant Groups forming, two on Sundays, 
one on Monday, one on Thursday and another 
potentially on Tuesday or Wednesday. We could 
actually have six, if a few more people sign up!  If 
you are interested in being in a small group for the 
purpose of getting to know others and deepening 
your spirituality in a committed, accepting circle of 
Fellowship folks whom you will (almost 
guaranteed!) come to call friends... email or call 
now.  Your name could be the one to tip the balance 
into having enough people to form another group!  
Contact Genevieve Harvey or Alysoun Reichard. 

UU’re Vacation 
Do you dream of inexpensive vacation travel to 
interesting destinations where you can stay in the 
homes of friendly people who share your ideals and are 
happy to provide directions and advice for their area?   
The UU bed and breakfast directory UU’re Home 
(formerly Homecomings) can help you fulfill your 
dream. For 25 years, we’ve provided a network of hosts 
in North America (and a few abroad) who enjoy 
meeting new friends and who are happy to open their 
home to like-minded people.  
 

The directory is published every year in April.  For a 
copy of the 2005 directory, please send a check for $18 
to UU’re Home, 43 Vermont Court, Asheville, NC 
28806. UU’re Home has just launched a new web site 
at www.UUreHome.com, which includes about half of 
the listings. Entries are updated whenever changes are 
made or new hosts are added. 

 

Women’s Retreat Planned 

There will be a Women's Retreat at the 

Fellowship on Saturday, March 19 

beginning at 1:00 PM and finishing 

about 8:00 PM.  Women are welcome to 

come for the whole day or for part of 

the day.  There will be a potluck supper, 

wonderful crafts and the retreat will 

finish with a croning ceremony.  A final 

schedule of activities will be available 

closer to the date.  Drop-ins are 

welcome, but it would be helpful to 

know if you are coming, so please RSVP 

is possible.  Let us know if you will need 

childcare.  There may be a small fee for 

certain craft materials.  For more 

information, please contact Shirley 

Dobson, Christina Rowe, or Gayle 

Gyure. 



 

 

wUUrld’s 2005 WhaleCoast Alaska 
Five Alaska UU Fellowships invite other UUs 
from outside for our UU eco-spiritual/intercultural 
programs in July 2005.  See the real Alaska!  Stay 
in UU homes in Anchorage, Seward, Fairbanks, 
Juneau and Sitka and enjoy discussions and 
dinners with Alaska UUs.  See whales, sea otters, 
sea lions, seals, bears, moose, caribou, wolves, 
Dall sheep, puffins, eagles and other birds in the 
wild from the Arctic Ocean to the Inside Passage 
in the south.  Visit Denali’s Mt. McKinley and 
Kenai’s fjords and glaciers.  See totem poles, 
native arts, dancing and story-telling.  
 
Rev. Dick & Mary Weston-Jones are the leaders.  
Visit our website www.wuurld.org, email 
dick@wuurld.org, or phone toll free 1-888-998-
8753 for a brochure.  Reservations are due by 
April 1, 2005. 

Don’t Miss Out 
Any member of a UU congregation with a vision 
problem is eligible to receive the UU World on 
cassette tape each month, free of charge.  The tape 
includes all the articles, features and letters, 
frequently read by the authors themselves.  The 
tapes are mailed at the same time as the magazine 
so you will be just as current as the rest of the 
congregation.  If this interests you or someone you 
know, contact Jean McKenney or Devorah 
Greenstein at the UUA 617-742-2100. 
 
The MVUUF service bulletins are available in 
large print versions and may be found on the table 
at the entrance every week.  We also have most of 
the service readings and hymns available in 
Braille.  Ask the ushers for assistance.  
 

$$$$$$$$ FOR THE FELLOWSHIP 
You can help the Fellowship with your grocery 
purchases—and it won't cost you a cent!  Do you 
have your Kroger Neighborhood Reward Program 
card yet?  Are you registered in Dorothy Lane 
Market’s Good Neighbor Program?  Do you have a 
Meijer’s Community Rewards Program card?  
These programs return money to the Fellowship 
when you purchase groceries (and other items).  
Check with the grocery certificate sales person in 
the Gathering Space or call the office at 436-3628 
for more information. 

Caring and Sharing Committee 
We are in need of volunteers to visit members who 
are ill or recovering from an accident.  Volunteers 
will take food and/or flowers and follow up with 
the individual, as well as keep the congregation 
informed of the member’s progress.  Please 
contact Julie Bragg if you would like to be on this 
committee. 

—Rich Robinson, Membership Trustee  

 
Ostara Ritual/Potluck Dinner 
Please join us on Saturday, March 19 at the Fellowship for a family-friendly Ostara ritual.  Children are 
invited and welcome.  The ritual will start at 5:30 PM in the Founder’s Room, and dinner will follow.  Please 
bring your favorite dish to share.  Contact Adrienne Clark with any questions. 
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Orientation 
Those exploring Unitarian Universalism and the 
Miami Valley Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
are invited to attend a monthly orientation session 
after the service on the third Sunday of each 
month.  Our next orientation will be March 20.   

Free Legal Consultation 
Attorney Mark Kalafatas is available at the Fel-
lowship on Mondays from 7:00 to 9:00 PM.  
Please call the Fellowship office, 436-3628, to 
make an appointment. 



 

 

Many MVUUF Successes 
This is a good year for MVUUF!  Don't believe it?  Check out the MVUUF Photo Album on the table in the 
Gathering Space.  See how many things we have accomplished this year.  Look for your picture in the 
album!  Candid camera is at work!   
 
This year we installed our lovely historic Rose Window.  We had many outreach activities, such as feeding the 
homeless once a month.  We helped those less fortunate at Christmas time.  We held an exceptionally 
successful blood drive.  We contributed generously to our own Unitarian Universalist Service Committee.   
 
Our children's Religious Education program has been exceptional.  The teachers and children have been doing 
such a good job.  The kids really look forward to coming each Sunday. 
 
We had a lot of fun too.  During the summer many of us reaped the harvests of our Service Auction bargain-
buy activities.  We had a great fall retreat.  We had a big church bazaar.  We held a fantastic Halloween party 
and a festive Thanksgiving dinner. We had many special music programs.  Our Candlelight Service on 
Christmas Eve was lovely.  We had the most unusual New Year's Eve party ever.  We even featured movies 
and popcorn.  We look forward to the Service Auction this month--a night that always promises to be full of 
laughs and bargains. There will be picnics and spring activities yet to come. 
 
There is no reason to be bored.  There are all kinds of groups open to everyone in our Fellowship. We have 
daytime and evening book groups.  We have a Men's Group, a Women's Group, a group for Women of a 
Certain Age, a group which writes poetry, the Smart Choices group for personal enrichment, Covenant 
Groups, and a weekly Community Group.  We even have an art gallery. 
 
We have serious committees too, such as the Governance Committee, the Worship Committee, the Finance 
Committee, and the Social Concerns Committee. 
 
We have a great choir, and we have people who share their musical and theatrical talents to enhance our 
Sunday services. 
 
There is a lot going on at MVUUF.  We can be thankful for all the effort and leadership that makes this all 
happen.  It takes money to run a successful church.  We are a generous people.  Let's reach down in our 
pockets and show our appreciation.  We have a shortfall, financially, at this time.  Let's try our best to do what 
we can to come up with the money needed to keep all this going. 
 
John Bierman and I will be selling raffle tickets for Service Auction prizes.  This is one small way that you can 
contribute to our great Fellowship.  Look for us in the Gathering Space. 

—Sylvia Wince, MVUUF Historian 

 
MVUUF Garage/Plant Sale – May 21 
Spring cleaning?  Donate useable items to the garage sale.  Got plants?  Repot and we’ll take them.  Start 
plants from seed – there’s time for them to take root.  Items too big to fit in your car?   Can’t lift some boxes?  
We’ll be there for you.  Have truck – will haul.  Want to help?  Even better – we have lots to do!  All proceeds 
go to the MVUUF general fund.  For more information, please contact Cathy Becker  or Judy Rengel. 
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Smart Choices  
Smart Choices is a group that is open to anyone 
who wishes to attend, either on a regular basis, or 
just to just drop in once in awhile.  We always do 
something that enhances our personal lives.   
Sometimes we do an art activity.  Sometimes we 
go somewhere together.  Sometimes we share 
items of interest.  Sometimes we do physical 
exercises led by professionals.  Sometimes we 
investigate interesting subjects.  We always enjoy 
ourselves and go home feeling more fulfilled.  We 
meet the second and fourth Monday evenings from 
7:30 PM until 9:00 PM.  We start on time and end 
on time.  It is lots of fun.  Join us on March 14 and 
March 21. 

CineManiacs—Sunday Evening, March 13 
If you're wild about art films, join us the second 
Sunday of each month at the Neon Movies for the  
5—5:30ish showing.  Since the Neon Movies 
schedule is sometimes rather last-minute, the title 
and time will be electronically sent on the 
Thursday prior to the Sunday event.  After the 
movie we'll meet in the Neon lobby cafe for 
fellowship and a discussion. Everyone  is welcome 
to join us - friends, family, colleagues.  If you have 
questions call Trudy Krisher or Lindy 
McDonough. 

Upcoming Meetings and Events 

Poetic Insights  
Poetic Insights is a group that meets monthly at the 
Wince's house.  We eat a sack lunch at 1:00 PM, 
and at 1:30 PM we settle down to write prose or 
poetry about a subject given by the prompter.  Af-
ter writing for about a half hour, we share our 
thoughts and our rough drafts.  Sometimes we 
break the rules and write about something entirely 
different.  That is okay.  Spelling doesn't 
count.  Try it.  You might like it.  Our next meet-
ing is Sunday, March 13.  Contact the Winces for 
directions to the house. 
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INTERWEAVE 
INTERWEAVE, a support/discussion group for 
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender (GLBT) 
people and their allies, meets on the third 
Wednesday, September through May, at 7:00 PM 
in the Founders’ Room at the Fellowship. Contact 
Joe Law. 

Aikido Group 
Aikido is a defensive, Japanese martial art with 
deeply spiritual aspects. Classes are open to all at the 
Fellowship and are led by Greg and Katie Reese. 
They take place on Saturdays (9:00-10:30 AM) and 
some Monday evenings. Contact the Reese’s to con-
firm times.  Beginners are welcome and there is no 
charge to MVUUF members who want to participate 
in the sport but not get a ranking in Aikido.  

First Thursday Theological Society 
The First Thursday Theological Society will meet 
at 7:30 PM in the Founders’ Room on March 3.  
We will continue our discussion of how best to 
articulate our UU faith.  "Homework" is to fill out 
the "Coffee Hour Chat" worksheet.  New partici-
pants are welcome.  Contact Ann Snively if you 
would like more information or if you need a copy 
of the handout we will discuss. 

Evening Book Discussion Group 
The Evening Book Discussion Group is planning to attend a lecture by NPR correspondent and author Anne Garrels at 
the University of Dayton on Tuesday, March 8.  We will meet at 6:00 PM for pizza at Dewey's near U. D. and then at-
tend the 8:00 PM lecture in the Kennedy Union Ballroom West.  New participants are welcome.  Contact Ann Snively if 
you would like more information. 

MVUUF Daytime Book Club 
This light-hearted group will meet on March 23 at 
10:30 AM to discuss Maeve Bincy’s novel, Eve-
ning Class.  We go to lunch together afterwards.  
Our next selections include The Snowfox by Susan 
Fromberg Schaeffer for April 27 and The Blessing 
Way by Tony Hillerman for May 18.  The 
MVUUF Book Club meets one Wednesday each 
month at the Fellowship from 10:30 to 11:30 AM.  
All are  welcome. For further information, call 
Carol Vincent or Sylvia Wince. 



 

 

Social Action Workshop 
On Saturday, March 5 from 1:00 to 4:00 PM, the 
Social Concerns Committee will host our annual 
Social Action Workshop at the Fellowship.  This is 
where we will decide on our Social Action 
Program for 2005-2006.  This is your big chance 
to vote on what we will spend our time, energy, 
and money on next year!  
 
This year's theme, "Empowering Women and the 
GLBT Community," was decided on by the thirty 
or so people who came last year, and we'd really 
like to see more people show up and lend their 
voices to this important decision. 
 
We also need people to present topics to be voted 
on!  Do you have a social justice issue that you are 
passionate about?  Tell us about it!  A brief 
overview should address the four ways of affecting 
social change: 1) meeting direct needs, 2) 
education, 3) witnessing and 4) working on 
systemic change.  It doesn't need to be a complete 
plan of action—just a starting point! 
 
We have some people working on several topics 
already, including environmental issues and 
homelessness.  Some other ideas might be hunger, 
racial diversity, education, human rights, peace, or 
domestic violence.  Please get in touch with Kate 
Santucci or Maureen O'Meara if you'd like to 
present something.  Everyone is welcome!  We 
will be voting on one topic for the year, so if you 
have an opinion, it's important that you be there!  

—Kate Santucci 
The Other Place 
MVUUF serves lunch to 200 people on the 
second Saturday of each month at 11:30 AM at 
The Other Place at 840 South Patterson 
Boulevard.  Your donation should be delivered 
hot and ready to serve 15-20 people.  Sign up in 
the Gathering Space or call Diane Dover.  If you 
have left dishes at The Other Place, please 
retrieve them from the blue bin in the MVUUF 
kitchen.  Our next lunch will be on Saturday, 
March 12. 

Full Spectrum Discussion 

There will be a "Full Spectrum" 

discussion on Sunday, March 20 

following the service.  Our topic will 

be "Social Action 101.”  We hope to 

foster an open discussion about social 

action, and how we, as UUs, 

participate in social justice issues.  

Pack a lunch, or order pizza with us, 

and join in the talk! 

A Message from the UU United Nations Office 
In an effort to enhance communications with 
Unitarian Universalists, the Unitarian 
Universalist United Nations Office (UU-UNO), 
an Associate Member Organization of the UUA, 
is creating an email list and would like to include 
your congregation.  We will use this email list to 
send out our newsletter and action alerts on UN 
issues that are pertinent to UUs.  The UU-UNO 
serves a vital function to UUs by keeping them 
informed of issues of global importance and the 
UN response.  The UU-UNO also has 
consultative status with the Economic and Social 
Council of the UN, which allows us to have a 
voice in their decisions and policies.  To learn 
more about the UU-UNO, please visit our website 
at www.uu-uno.org.  
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ESP Pantry 
MVUUF members contribute to the Emergency 
Services Pantry to help people who need food and 
other necessities.  Dry goods and other non-
perishable food items and disposable diapers (size 
3 or larger) are always needed.  Grocery bags with 
handles as well as other sacks are also always 
welcome.  Place contributions in the purple bin, 
marked ESP, in the kitchen.  Thanks! 

Concerning Social Concerns 



 

 

Thoughts From Barb…. 
My husband, the gardener, is poring over 
seed catalogues in these late winter days.  
His imagination is full of tender young peas, 
fragrant basil and flavorful tomatoes.  He 
sees a future of bounty in our back yard. 
 

I feel a little that way at the Fellowship.  It 
is time to turn our attention to planning next 
year.  Looking at curricula for the summer 
and fall,  thinking about teacher recruitment, 
wondering what adult classes will be most interesting are 
all part of this time of year. 
 

But of course this year is different for me.  I feel like the 
old man who was asked why he planted trees when he 
would not be alive to see them bear fruit.  He replied that 
it was an act of faith in the future and his way to contrib-
ute to that future. 
 

The end of May will be the end of my time as Religious 
Education Director, so I won’t be here to see this sum-
mer’s crop.  I won’t know how well next fall’s planting 
grows.   
 

But you will be, so your dreams and imagination of the 
future are what matters.  You can choose to plant the same 
beans and squash we have grown for years, and I foresee a 
fine crop down the line.   
 

Or you can choose to try new varieties.  You can choose to 
expand the beds by digging new ground.  You can nurture 
and care for the plants, and perhaps pull up a few pro-
grammatic weeds that may not be working.  You can hire 
and support a new gardener, whose green thumb and vi-
sion will help create even more bountiful growth. 
 

For now, it is the time of seed catalogues and dreaming.  I 
encourage you to share those dreams with the Personnel 
Committee, as they wrestle with what staff is needed to 
nurture our crops, and with me, as I plan these next few 
months. 
 

I strongly believe that your imagination and diligent care 
of our garden will bring wonderful things to fruition.   
 

May it be so, 
Barb 
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Lifespan Religious Education 

Barb Weber 
Director Of 

RE 

Heartland Annual Meeting 
Have you ever wondered what is going on in other UU 
churches?  Thought it would be fun to gather with 
kindred spirits from other areas?  Been curious about 
what the larger UU world is like?  The Annual Meeting 
of the Heartland UU District is your chance to find out.   
 
In nearby Cincinnati this year, the Annual Meeting is 
an opportunity to do all of the above and more.  Kay 
Montgomery, UUA Executive Vice President, is 
expected to be dynamic as the keynote speaker.  In 
addition to the business meeting, fourteen workshop 
opportunities are planned, as well as time for worship 
and resource and bookstore browsing.  New this year 
will be a free opportunity for Fellowship teams to meet 
with Heartland Consultants.  See the article on the next 
page for more details. 
 
The meeting will be April 8 and 9.   Watch for 
registration materials or contact Richard Venus or 
Barb Weber for more information. 

Curriculum Committee 
The Curriculum Sub-Committee of the Youth Religious 
Education Committee is in the process of planning next 
year’s courses for our young people.  If you have 
suggestions or would like to be part of the planning 
process, please let Barb Weber know. 

 
Teacher Recruitment Already? 
Yes!  My plan is to have the summer program ready 
to launch by the time of my resignation May 31.  
That means Teacher Recruitment must begin now, 
in order to have all positions filled by then.   If you 
are interested in teaching, please let me know. 
 
Curricula are provided with lesson plans developed.  
Supplies, support and coffee are available.  You will 
be part of a teaching team, who decide among 
themselves when each will teach.  We ask for six 
weeks for summer teachers or 13 weeks between 
September and June for those who teach during the 
school year.  These weeks do not need to be 
consecutive. 
 
Come make a difference in the lives of our young 
Unitarian Universalists.  Many people say that 
teaching is a great way to learn more about our faith.  
It gives you an opportunity to get to know some fun 
and interesting people, both youngsters and adults.  
And it can help you stay young at heart. 
 
Let me know if you have questions or would like to 
volunteer.  And if you have a favorite age group, 
speak soon - some of our classes go quickly!  

—Barb Weber  



 

 

A message from the Heartland UU District Office: 
Join Unitarian Universalists from 54 affiliated congregations for a weekend of exploring who we are in relationship to one 
another as we “Gather in Spirit” for the Heartland Annual Spring Conference.  Mark your calendars for April 8-10, 2005 
and drive, car pool, or hitchhike on down to Cincinnati for a weekend full of music, worship, dialogue, and building 
person-to-person connections. (Only kidding about the hitchhiking!) 
 
The Heartland District of the UUA includes congregations from Ohio, Michigan, Kentucky and Indiana.  As a 
congregation affiliated with the Unitarian Universalist Association, Miami Valley Unitarian Universalist Fellowship also 
holds district membership enabling us to participate in this annual meeting and vote on issues pertaining to the Heartland 
District. 
 
But as important it is for MVUUF to be represented at the Annual Meeting, it is even more important for us to connect 
with other Unitarian Universalists and to know that we are not alone in our commitment to liberal religion!  In addition to 
worship and informal gatherings, the conference offers workshops and learning exchange sessions to help grow our faith, 
improve our congregations, and nurture our own spiritual growth. 
 
If you are called to social justice, attend workshops on media relations, creating social justice networks, or hear the latest 
on the UUAs anti-racism work.  Those passionate about religious education can explore the RE curriculum fair, learn 
about welcoming persons with special needs, or teaching peace.  Is money or congregational growth your thing?  
Workshops on grantwriting, managing resources, and leading change may be perfect for you!  Personal and spiritual 
growth is certainly not neglected, with sessions on couples communication and strategies for a successful life offered. 
 
In addition to a full slate of workshops, congregation teams of three or more can reserve an hour to meet with a Heartland 
consultant to strategize or build a plan for a new or existing ministry.  Consultants are available to explore conflict 
engagement, compensation, RE, anti-racism/anti-oppression and accessibility issues.  Gather your team and sign-up on 
your registration form. 
 
Youth are invited to attend all Heartland district sessions and can stay overnight Friday for free at First Unitarian Church in 
Cincinnati (with appropriate adult sponsorship and parental permission). 

Dates:  April 8-10, 2005 
 
Time:  Worship and Banner Parade begins at 6:00 PM on Friday.  Saturday sessions are scheduled from 9:30 AM to 6:30  
  PM Worship at one of Cincinnati’s four congregations on Sunday or welcome other attendees at MVUUF’s Sunday  
  service. 
 
Place:  Vernon Manor Hotel and First Unitarian Church, Cincinnati 
 
Cost:  $85 adults/$40 youth.  Scholarships ARE available!  Email office@heartlanduu.org before 3/25/05. 
 
Children: Childcare and programs are offered for infants to age 12.  An optional love offering of $20 per child is suggested. 

 
Housing: Commuting is an option; look for carpool sign-ups at MVUUF in March.  Rooms at the Vernon Manor   
  Hotel are offered at a group rate of $85.  Home hospitality with area UUs is available!  Register before 3/31/05. 
 
Interested?  Intrigued?  Excited?  Register today!  On-line registration is available at the Heartland UU website: http://
www.heartlanduu.org/.  Want to know more?  MVUUF members should look for a brochure arriving soon in their mailbox.  If you are 
not yet a MVUUF member, or just cannot wait, download the brochure from the Heartland website: http://www.heartlanduu.org/. 
 
Prefer to get the low-down from a real person?  Talk to Leslie Woodward, Chuck Thomas, or Barb Weber for first-person 
testimonials.  Don’t miss out on the opportunity to share ideas, learn skills, explore horizons or just hang-out with nearly 500 Unitarian 
Universalists in Cincinnati!  Register today!  

“Gather in Spirit” 
Spring Conference and Annual Meeting in Cincinnati 

Forum          10                                        March 



 

 Forum            11    March 

Community Class  
The Community Class is an adult group that meets 
every Sunday morning at 9:30 - 10:45 AM in the 
Founders’ Room for fellowship and thought-
provoking discussion.  This is a chance to let your 
hair down, speak your mind or say nothing at all, 
without criticism.  Up close and personal.  Please 
join us! 
 
Sunday, March 6 
"When You Really Care, Send The Very 
Best."  Scientists have discovered an asteroid head-
ing for earth that will hit it and destroy all life on the 
planet in five years. We can build a rocket ship be-
fore then which can carry only twelve people and 
5,000 pounds of cargo (in addition to fuel, food, wa-
ter, equipment for the ship, etc.)  It will take the "best 
of the human race" to a similar planet after a 10-year 
trip to a nearby solar system.  Who do we send?  
What cargo do we carry?  How do we select the 12 
passengers?  What types of people should we send to 
the new planet?  Remember: When you really care…
send the very best! 
Moderator: Tom Brown 
  
Sunday, March 13 
"Issues Over Personal Control."  We all need to be 
vigilant of our inclination to manage others and our 
deference to those who want to manipulate us.  Why 
do these inter-personal dynamics occur, and how do 
we avoid the temptation to control or be controlled? 
Moderator:  Tom Cruse 
  
Sunday, March 20 
"My Personal Religion."  Over the last thirty years 
our moderator has constructed a personal religion 
without God and he will share it with the group.  The 
rest of us will have a chance to share our personal 
religious journeys as well. 
Moderator:  Mike O’Brien 
  
Sunday, March 27 
"The Cult of Personality" based on a book of the 
same title, by Annie Murphy Paul, former senior edi-
tor of Psychology Today.  We’ll take a brief look at 
the history of personality testing and examine the use 
and misuse of test results in education, the courts, 
medicine, business and our private lives.  We’ll also 
have a chance to share our personal experiences with 
psychological testing. 
Moderator:  Lindy McDonough 

Men's Group 
The Men’s Group meets the first and third Sun-
days of each month at 9:15 AM in the Library for 
fellowship and discussion. All men age 16 and 
older are welcome to attend.  

Women’s Group 
Sunday 9:30 – 10:45 AM, K-1 Room 
For the next couple of months, we are discussing 
the book, “Soulful Living: The Process of Per-
sonal Transformation,” a wonderful exploration of 
our spirituality and how to use it to engage more 
fully in our lives.  All women are welcome.  For 
more information, contact Shirley Dobson or 
Gayle Gyure. 

Women of a Certain Age 
If you are a woman and if you are 55 or older, you 
are encouraged to join Women of a Certain Age.  
We are now meeting at the Fellowship every 
Sunday at 9:30 AM in Room 9.  We will study the 
book, From Age-ing to Sage-ing, by Rabbi Zalman 
Schachter-Shalomi.  We will use the UU Study 
Guide for the book, written by Reverend Patricia 
Hoerldoerfer.  If you have any questions, please 
call one of the facilitators, Marilyn Faulconer  
or Barbara Czestochowa.  

YRUU 
Young Religious Unitarian Universalists, our 
senior high youth group meets from 6:30 to 8:00 
PM every Sunday evening.  Activities are planned 
by the young people, with Don Kazyak and 
Yolanda Crooms serving as advisors.  All ninth 
graders through 20-year-olds are invited to join 
this group. 

Leadership School 
Mid West Leadership School is an opportunity for 
UUs to gain valuable knowledge in a nurturing, 
fun and challenging setting.  Many people have 
found MWLS to be a wonderful learning 
experience offering both spiritual and intellectual 
growth.  People often report gaining skills that 
apply not only to their church leadership, but also 
to their careers.  There are two weeklong sessions 
at lovely Beloit College in Wisconsin.  See 
www.unitarian.org/mwls or contact Richard 
Venus or Barb Weber for more information.  





 

 

   

MVUUF March 2005 
Tues 1 Exploring Deep Ecology 7:30 PM 

 
Wed 2 Choir Practice 7:30 PM 

Thurs 3 First Thursday Theological 7:30 PM 

Fri 4  

Sat 5 Aikido 9:00 AM 
Social Action Workshop 1-4:00 PM 

Sun 6 Men’s Group 9:15 AM 
Women’s Group 9:30 AM 
Women of a Certain Age 9:30 AM 
Community Class 9:30 AM 
UUSC Social Justice Sunday 11 AM 
New Member Signing Brunch 
YRUU 6:30 PM 
 

Mon 7  

Tues 8 Exploring Deep Ecology 7:30 PM 

Wed 9 Choir Practice 7:30 PM 

Thurs 10  

Fri 11 Movie Night 6:30 PM 

Sat 12 Aikido 9:00 AM 
The Other Place Lunch 11:30 AM 
Service Auction 6:30 PM 
 

Sun 13 Women’s Group 9:30 AM 
Women of a Certain Age 9:30 AM 
Community Class 9:30 AM 
Emily Gage, Guest Minister 11 AM 
Cinemaniacs 5:00 PM Neon Movies 
YRUU 6:30 PM 
Activities Committee 7:00 PM 
 

Mon 14 Governance Committee 7:00 PM 
Smart Choices 7:30 PM 

Tues 15 Exploring Deep Ecology 7:30 PM 
 

Wed 16 Interweave 7 PM 
Choir Practice 7:30 PM 
 

Fri 18  
 

Sat 19 Aikido 9:00 AM 
Women’s Retreat 1-8:00 PM 
Ostara Dinner 5:30 PM 
 

Sun 20 Men’s Group 9:15 AM 
Women’s Group 9:30 AM 
Women of a Certain Age 9:30 AM 
Community Class 9:30 AM 
On Generosity 11 AM 
Orientation 12:15 
Full Spectrum Discussion 12:30 PM 
YRUU 6:30 PM 

Mon 21 Smart Choices 7:30 PM 

Tues 22 Exploring Deep Ecology 7:30 PM 
 

Wed 23 Daytime Book Club 10:30 AM 
Choir Practice 7:30 PM 

Thurs 24  
 

Fri 25 Good Friday Service 7:00 PM 
 

Sat 26 Aikido 9:00 AM 
 

Sun 27 Women’s Group 9:30 AM 
Women of a Certain Age 9:30 AM 
Community Class 9:30 AM 
Other Resurrections 11 AM 
Poetic Insights 1:30 PM Winces 
YRUU 6:30 PM 
 

Mon 28 Social Concerns Committee 7:00 PM 
 

Thurs 17 Board of Trustees 7:00 PM 

 

Coming Soon! 
Mark your calendar now for: 

 

New Member Party—April 2 
Heartland UU Annual Meeting—April 8-10 

MVUUF Garage & Plant Sale—May 21 
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