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Richard’'s Reflections

Thisis my last Forum column. It seems hard to believe that 14
years ago, almost to the day, | began my ministry with MV UF.
The time has flown by and together we have ministered to one
another in many ways.

It istrue that endings are beginnings, and you as a congregation
will be beginning new steps on your Unitarian Universalist i
journey, aswill 1. Our religion is agift to this community as Rev. Richard Venus
well asto our individual lives and we are called to continue to

make it a place of learning and healing and cel ebration.

The rulebook for UU ministersis not explicit, but suggests that the outgoing minis-
ter not communicate with MVUUF members about the Fellowship. He can con-
tinue friendships, but only if they do not include discussions about the church. 1
hope to continue to see many of you on specia occasions and to remain in touch
about matters other than the Fellowship.

No words can express my deep appreciation to all of you for making my 14 years
so rich in laughter and tears, joy and sorrow, wit and wisdom. Thank you so very
much. | wish you continued good work as you begin the next steps on your jour-

ney.

Wbt~

VISION STATEMENT We are a welcoming spiritual congregation
encouraging one another on our personal journeys, embracing diver-
sity, nurturing community, and working together for social justice. We
actively promote the liberal religious principles of the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Association.




This summer, bring fresh produce and baked goodsto
donate to our Fresh Food Basket project every Sunday!

SUNDAY SERVICES

Sunday, August 7—11:00 AM

“God—The Experience’” The Alternative Worship
Experience invites you to experience God as you know
it. Wewill create the environment, you bring your
beliefs, and together we will experience God as only
UUs can do.

Sunday, August 14—11:00 AM

“Reflections on Ministry” Jim Faulconer has been an
MV UUF member since 1993. He isformer minister of
the Disciples of Christ Church and has served as a
pastora counselor. Today, he will share his reflections
on the ministry.

Sunday, August 21—11:00 AM

“Endings Are Beginnings’ Thiswill be Richard
Venus last Sunday at the Fellowship. He will take
several storiesfrom early sermons and weave them
around the promise that as stagesin life end, they also
mark the beginning of something new, asit iswith

MV UUF these days. Helen Geyer, Rick Wagner and
Hillary Wagner will bring special music. There will be
afarewell reception immediately following the service.

Sunday, August 28—11:00 AM

“The Photographic Image as I ncarnation” Guest
speaker Gregg Brekke says the incarnation of God is
present in each one of us, in nature and in human-made
objects. How can we participate in Divine acts of
creation through the arts? The art of seeing and the
ability of the artist to represent that vision without
darkroom or digital manipulation is achievable using the
photographic process. This presentation will encourage
us all to ook for the Creator in the created and to
actively participate in creation via photography. Gregg
Brekkeis apastoral candidate in the United Church of
Christ and fine-art photographer living in Springboro.

Sunday, September 4—11:00 AM

First Sunday Series: “ The Changing American
Workforce: Reality and Response” Guest speaker
David Fierst, Attorney. The First Sunday Series, created
by the Growth Committee, will begin September 4. The
First Sunday series will feature speakers of special
interest to members and the wider Miami Valley
community. After the service, a brunch will be available
for aminimal charge and the speaker will be available
for discussion. Please see the full description on page 4
and be sure to mark the dates on your calendar.
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President’s Message

Although summer is often more laid back for UU
congregations, it has been anything but for MVUUF.
Planning for Richard’ s retirement, searching for an
interim minister, hiring an LRE coordinator and
working on a number of new initiatives to grow the
congregation have presented competing priorities. |
will attempt to briefly summarize some our
challenges and successes to date.

Sunday, August 21 will be Richard’s last sermon as
minister of MVUUF. Hewill be around and available
through September 5. Iris Carter and Kathleen
Turner have agreed to co-chair a committee that will
plan a special celebration of his ministry. Thiswill
occur on the Sunday of hislast service on August 21.

Our effort to identify an interim minister has gone
slower than | had hoped. Our request was presented
to the Settlement Office of the Unitarian Universalist
Association (UUA) at the same time that they were
overwhelmed with the annual General Assembly
(national meeting of al congregations) and summer
vacations, etc.

Aswe have waited for the UUA, an interim task force
was created. Thistask force includes myself (chair),
Barb Weber, Scott Leonard, Jim Faulconer, Iris
Carter and Judy Pickett. This committee will
oversee the process of working with the UUA in
identifying and recommending an interim minister
candidate.

Our first task is to put together an information packet
that isin asense our resume to a prospective
candidate. We anticipate that by the end of the month
we will have several candidates to review. Until we
have details on potential interim minister candidates,
it isimpossible to identify a clear timeline as to when
we will have an interim in place.

The worship committee, now being chaired by Mike
O’ Brien, and music committee, chaired by Kathy
Brown, have truly stepped up to the plate. | can
confidently say that we will soon have all Sunday-
service programs planned through the month of
October. Kudos to these two committee chairs and all
the dedicated volunteers they have working to insure
we move forward with the kind of Sunday worship
experience we have come to expect.
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The other accomplishment of the past month has been
the hiring of an LRE coordinator—Persephone
Agricola. Sheiseager to get started and will bring
her youthful energies to bear to provide a dynamic
LRE program at MVUUF. Be sureto stop by the RE
wing to meet and welcome Persephone.

Finally, the newly formed growth committee chaired
by Barbara Czestochowa, has been busy behind the
scenes working on key areas of Fellowship
development. One of the most exciting new programs
to come out of this committee is the First Sunday
Sermon series. Through this event, every first Sunday
of the month will feature alocally (and hopefully
nationally) known speaker. Theideaisto not only
enrich our own Sunday service experience but to
reach out to the community and draw new people into
our community.

As| said at the beginning of this column, it has been
anything but a quiet summer. We have alot of work
ahead of us and there are so many caring, loving and
dedicated members of this Fellowship giving so
selflessly to ensure that we thrive and grow. Hats off
to everyone who is working to make MVUUF atruly
life-giving spiritual community.

—Kriss Gang
President, MVUUF Board of Trustees

Summary of the Board M eeting of
July 14, 2005

A motion to hire Persephone Agricola (contingent on
a background check) as the LRE Coordinator was
made by Scott Leonard, seconded by Bill Wendel,
and passed.

Joe Zimmerman made a motion that the Board
authorize special collections (July 31 & August 7) for
the purpose of funding a retirement party for Richard
Venus, and that $200 be authorized from the
minister’s compensation line in the budget to initiate
funding for the party. Rich Robinson seconded and it
passed.

Respectfully submitted,
Bill J. Wendel
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Announcements

August Chalicelight Gallery

The MVUUF Chalicelight Gallery is proud to feature
the works of renowned artist Thomas A. Tripplett, Jr.
through the month of August. Our artist wasbornin
Cleveland in 1960, and his mother claims that Tom
started drawing V olkswagens at the age of 18 months,
and one could actually tell that they were VWs!

Tom started painting in oils when he wasin junior
high school and is now working in acrylics. Tom has
recently become involved in illustration work and
completed a course in illustrating children’s literature
this summer at Miami University. Infact, it'sthe only
art course he' s ever taken!

Tom recently participated in an invitational art show at
Quest Churchin Mason, Ohio. Heiscurrently
illustrating a collection of stories, doing murals, and
working on a cartoon series. He has always enjoyed
doing redlistic artwork such as cars, planes, and
motorcycles, but heis now involved in painting
portraits and landscapes as well.

Contact Chalicelight Gallery chair Joan Albrecht for
more information or to purchase artwork.

Free L egal Consultation

Attorney Mark Kalafatasis available at the Fellowship
on Mondays from 7:00 to 9:00 PM. Please call the
Fellowship office, 436-3628, to make an appointment.

Right to Privacy

A new directory of Fellowship members and friendsis
printed annually and updated regularly throughout the
year for distribution to members. If you do not wishto
have your information appear in the Fellowship
directory, please call BarbaraKelley at the Fellowship
(937) 436-3628 or email her at admin@mvuuf.org.

Please be assured that the directory isfor internal use
only. That being said, there isthe ever-so-dlight chance
that on the Sundaysiit is being distributed, it could fall
into the hands of someone who might not use it

appropriately.

Names, addresses, tel ephone numbers, email addresses
and names of children are normally included in the
directory. Fed freeto request that some or al of your
information be excluded from the directory.

Forum

Capital Campaign Celebrates
Thethree-year capital campaign to pay for our new
building came to a successful conclusion at the end of
June. Thanksto the leadership of Iris Carter and Ruth
Rowl ey, along with the generous contributions of
many, our mortgage has been paid down to about
$515,000...very close to the goal we set for ourselves
when we started years ago. Donations of almost
$50,000 in the last few months allowed us to reduce
our monthly mortgage payments to about $4,000. The
reduction will save us roughly $5,000 a year in interest
payments for many yearsto come. A big thank you
goes out to everyone who helped!

—Scott Leonard, Treasurer

Caring and Sharing Committee
We arein need of volunteersto visit members who are
ill, recovering from an accident or shut in. Volunteers
will take food and/or flowers and follow up with the
individual, as well as keep the congregation informed
of the member’s progress. Please contact Julie Bragg
if you would like to be on this committee.

—Rich Robinson, M ember ship Trustee

Forum Deadline

The deadlines for upcoming issues of The FORUM are
August 16 and September 15. Please submit your
articlesto Barbara Kelley (admin@mvuuf.org). If
additional timeis needed, please let usknow. The
deadline for the Sunday bulletin is 12:30 PM on the
preceding Monday.

You are cordially invited to a
reception honoring
the Reverend Richard Venus
for his fourteen year ministry at
the Miami Valley ‘Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship.

Sunday, August 21, 2005

Service 11:00 AM
Festivities 12:15 to 2:30 PM

August




Weekend in Vermont

Eleventh Annual Event sponsored by
The UU Church of Rutland, VT
Enjoy the spectacular beauty of a Vermont
Fall, select from a wide range of tours
and activities guided by UU hosts, stay in
the home of a church member, all meals
provided. For more information please call
802-293-2510 or email
uufoliagevermont@yahoo.com

Ceremonial Water

Remember to collect alittle water from the place of
your vacations to bring to our communal bowl thisfall
during the annual Water Ceremony September 11.

This meaningful tradition from the UU heritageis afun

way to share and remember your vacations with the
Fellowship.

Sgueezein One More Vacation

Do you dream of inexpensive vacation travel to
interesting destinations where you can stay in the
homes of friendly people who share your ideals and
are happy to provide directions and advice for their
area?

The UU bed and breakfast directory UU’re Home
(formerly Homecomings) can fulfill your dream. For
25 years, we' ve provided a network of hostsin the
United States (and afew abroad) who enjoy meeting
new friends and who are happy to open their home to
like-minded people.

Y ou can also become ahost and be listed in the
directory. Contact us at 828-281-3253 or at
info@uurehome.com, and we will gladly send you
information about listing your accommodations.

UU’re Home has recently launched a new website at
www.UureHome.com, where entries are updated
whenever changes are made or new hosts are

added. The paper edition, which is published every
year in April, is still available (and has many more
listings than the website). For a copy of the 2005
directory, please send a check for $18 to UU’re Home,
43 Vermont Court, Asheville, NC 28806.

Activities

| ce Cream Social

Thank you to everyone who helped make the Ice Cream Socia such agood time! Congratulations to
Murphy Davidson as the winner of the 2005 Bent Spoon Award. Specia thanks to Gail Cyan for making this such a

successful event!

Chair persons Needed

We il need chairpersons for some of our new activities. Contact Yolanda Crooms with any questions or if you are

interested in chairing either of these groups:

Dining Out Group—the chairperson will make reservations, create sign-ups and advertisements, and give location
directions. The group will dine out together monthly.
ExcUUrsions Group—the chairperson will identify area activities, send out announcements to the Fellowship at

large and facilitate outings.

Activities Committee

Looking for afun, easy way to get more involved with the Fellowship? Join the Activities Committee on the second
Sunday of the month from 7:00 to 8:00 PM. Help make the Fellowship a stronger community and a more fun place to

be.

Game Night

Plan to come to Game Night on Friday, August 26 at 7:00 PM. Bring a game to share!

Forum
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MVYUUF August 2005

Bring fresh produce and baked goodsto donate to our Fresh Food Basket project every Sunday!

Man

Governance By-Laws 7:00 PM
Smart Choices 7:30 PM

Tues

September Forum Deadline

Tues

Wed

Wed

Thurs

Board of Trustees Meeting 7:00 PM

Thurs

Fri

Fri

Sat

20

Sat

Sun

Men’'s Group 9:15 AM
Women's Group 9:30 AM
Community Class 9:30 AM
God—The Experience 11 AM

Full Spectrum Discussion 12:15 PM
Remember Fresh Food Basket Donation

Sun

2

Men’'s Group 9:15 AM

Women’'s Group 9:30 AM
Community Class 9:30 AM

Endings Are Beginnings 11 AM
Richard’s Farewell Reception 12:15

Orientation 12:15
Remember Fresh Food Basket Donation

Man

7

Urban Hunger Meeting 7:30 PM

Tues

23

Wed

24

Tues

Thurs

25

Wed

Activities Meeting 7:00 PM

Fri

25

Game Night 7:00 PM

Thurs

Sat

27

Fri

Sun

28

Women’s Group 9:30 AM
Community Class 9:30 AM

Photographic Image as Incarnation 11 AM
Remember Fresh Food Basket Donation

Sat

The Other Place Med 11:30 AM

Mon

2

Social Concerns 7:00 PM

Sun

Women's Group 9:30 AM
Community Class 9:30 AM
Reflections on Ministry 11 AM
CineManiacs 5:00 PM (Neon Movies)

Activities Committee 7:00 PM
Remember Fresh Food Basket Donation

Tues

30

Wed

3l

Daytime Book Club 10:30 AM

Governance Committee 7:00 PM
Smart Choices Thirsty Dog 6:00 PM

Mark Your Calendar!

Sept 4 First Sunday Series Begins

Sept 11 Water Ceremony

Sept 13 Building Y our Own Theology 7:00 PM
Oct 1 MVUUF Fall Retreat—John Bryan State Park
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