“‘ - ""

Q

Sy 2

— =

'(; \§ 11 "#5% # &#t' () "#$% #&#'
Ut * 4. .00 +11 /.40

Of Cabbages and Kings: Life as Zen Master

N
w

/456 ' In Zen Buddhism, Enlightenment is achieved not through study, but throug
direct experience. To this end, students meditate on riddles and stdeds cal
koans Koans are seemingly nonsensical—much like life at times—and stud
are required by their Zen masters to come up with a response that proves t
understand the essence of what is basically incomprehensible. Again, muclf
life. We seek to make sense out of circumstances that sargslythat exist
outside of our puny intellects and our attempts to control them by analyzing
And, as in life, the student who believes he has found the answer is likely tg
slapped down by the Master, to receive a good whack on the head or a pai

ear-twist. Martha Hodges

Sekkyo said to one of his monks, “Can you get hold of Emptiness?”

“I'll try,” said the monk, and he cupped his hands in the air.

“That'’s not very good,” said Sekkyo. “You haven’t got anything in there!”
“Well, Master,” said the monk, “please show me a better way.”
Thereupon Sekkyo seized the monk’s nose and gave it a great yank.
“Ouch!” yelled the monk. “You hurt me!”

“That'’s the way to get hold of Emptiness!” said Sekkyo.

This pedagogical method has never exactly appealed to me. I'm a |ggataém-solving kind of
person who tries to reduce experience to manageable, understandablegma@@uti life, like the Zen
master, has a way of smacking us upside the head on a somewhat regularsbagien we feel like
we’re getting things under control. Life asks impossible things of us sBoeseand despite our best
efforts to figure it out, it reminds us that we cannot transcend expetigrihinking about it. In the
end, we can only live it.

The student Tokusan used to come to the master Ryutan in the evenings to tdliistend @ne night
it was very late before he was finished asking questions.

“Why don't you go to bed?” asked Ryutan. Tokusan bowed, and lifted the screen to go out.
“The hall is very dark,” he said.

“Here, take this candle,” said Ryutan, lighting one for the student. Tokusan reachbis tvaind, and
took the candle.

Ryutan leaned forward, and blew it out.

How many times has this happened to you? You think you've found the solution to arpoolale
answer that is going to light your way through the dark and scary passdiggsandfen, suddenly, the
light goes out and you are left to grope your way through by intuition and feeling.

We Unitarian Universalists rightly put our faith in reason as thetpatith, but our reason alone is
not always up to the job of controlling reality. There will always be tiwlesn Life, our Zen Master,
seems to take pleasure in giving our noses a good yank to remind us that we do nottave all
answers. It teaches us, not always gently, that humility and gratitude gthdrdas may also light us
through the darkness.

“The Way does not belong to things seen, nor to things unseen. It does not belong to things known, |
to things unknown...To find yourself on it, open yourself wide as the sky.”

—Martha Hodges,Interim Minister

The Forum

VISION STATEMENT We are a welcoming spiritual congregation encounggone another on our personal
journeys, embracing diversity, nurturing communéyd working together for social justice. We adiiygromote
the liberal religious principles of the Unitarianfiversalist Association.




Sunday, October 1—11:00 AM

A Crowd of Sorrows-Martha Hodges

Confession? Atonement? These are concepts alien or
even repellent to many Unitarian Universalists. On this
eve of Yom Kippur, the Jewish Day of Atonement,
Martha will consider if we might have something to
learn from religions that offer their adherents rituals of
repentance and assurance of forgiveness.

Sunday, October 8—11:00 AM

Speaking Theologically: Roundtable Conversations

on Life after Death—Martha Hodges

This Sunday you will have the opportunity to talk in
small groups about what you believe happens when we
die—and to find out what your friends think. We had a
similarly formatted service this summer and those
brave enough to try it found it meaningful and fun. Our
children will be present and can choose to join the adult
groups or stay with supervised groups of their peers.

Sunday, October 15—11:00 AM

Military Religious Freedora—Michael L. Weinstein
Founder of the Military Religious Freedom Foundation,
Michael L. (“Mikey”) Weinstein will speak about his
efforts to halt violations of the constitutionally
mandated separation of church and state in the United
States military. Hear him speak about the profound
impact that the fall of the wall between church and state
is having in our country already. Mikey will also talk
about his newly released bodkjth God on Our Side
and will be available to sign books after speaking.

Sunday, October 22—11:00 AM

Beyond Categorical Thinking-Rev. Keith Kron

Will the new minister hear me? Will my concerns and
needs be met? Led by the Rev. Keith Kron, this service
will help us consider the hopes, expectations, and
concerns we have for a new minister, learn more about
the ministerial search process, and explore how
thinking categorically about people sometimes
interferes with choosing the best candidate. Members
are invited to a workshop following the service.

Sunday, October 29—11:00 AM

Spirit—Alternative Worship Experience

This Alternative Worship Experience (AWE) will be

an exploration of the human spi@ften UUs
intellectually discuss the meaning of “spirit.” We talk
about it in broad universal language that respects
everyone's different spiritual beliefs, but falls short in
exercising our individual beliefs. As we come together
this Sunday we will, to quote the “sources of faith”
section of our UU purposes and principles, offer
“direct experience of that transcending mystery and
wonder, affirmed in all cultures, which moves us to a
renewal of the spirit and an openness to the forces that
create and uphold life.”
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Martha Hodges Interim Minister
Office Hours: Daily except Tuesday; call for apgaient.
Email: hodges.m@att.net

Dale Bockhorst Bookkeeper
Email: dalebockhorst@yahoo.com

Jeanette Filbrun Choir Director
Choir Practice Wednesdays, 7:30 PM
Email: musicfil@aol.com

Barbara Kelley Administrator
Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 9:00 AM—3:00 PM
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Council, Board and District

Summary of MVUUF Board Meeting of August 24
This is a special Board meeting called, largely, to
review edits and plan additional improvements to the
Policy Manual.

Gail Cyan moved that the Board endorse Amendment
3, eliminating Part 3 of the bylaws. Scott Leonard
seconded and the motion carried. Dave Rengel moved
that all Policy Manual language edits related to the new
governance model—specifically job titles,
organization/committee names, text about the deposit
lock box (5.10) and references to appendices—be
approved by the Board. Bill Wendel seconded and the
motion carried.

Mr. Rengel made a motion to modify 14.1 of the Policy
Manual to read only “There will be a service each
Sunday at 11:00 A.M.” Alysoun Taylor seconded and
the motion carried.

Respectfully submitted gill J. Wendel

Summary of MVUUF Board Meeting of September 19
Greg Reese moved that we forego the background
check and hire Brianna McGhee as LRE Assistant.
Scott Leonard seconded and the motion carried.

Gail Cyan moved to approve the removal of 20 people
from voting member status in accordance with Article 4
Section C.1 of the bylaws. Dave Rengel seconded and
the motion carried.

Ms. Cyan moved to approve the addition of a CUUPS
group under the Worship Representative on the
Program Council organization chart. Mr. Leonard
seconded and the motion carried. Mr. Leonard moved
that three financial policy changes be approved as
edited (establishing expenditure authority beyond the
Board, changing the disbursement policy, and
establishing a concert fund). Mr. Reese seconded and
the motion carried.

There was a lot of discussion concerning the authority
of Program Council Representatives to make program
decisions within their area. It was agreed that program
council reps can make decisions within their program
area, as long as they do not overlap with other program
areas. If there is overlap, there needs to be consensus
between the affected program areas. If consensus
cannot be reached, the Program Council has the
responsibility to resolve the issue (by vote if
necessary). Any individual who disagrees with a
Program Council decision can appeal the decision to
the Board.

Respectfully submitted gill J. Wendel
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Summary of Congregational Meeting of September 24
Kriss Gang (MVUUF President) called the meeting to
order. Judy Pickett moved that the vote be taken
simultaneously on all five proposed amendments to the
bylaws. Barbara Czestochowa seconded, and the
motion passed.

Dave Rengel moved that the five previously circulated
amendments be made to the bylaws and was seconded
by Gail Cyan. The amendments were approved.

Respectfully submitted hjoe Law

MVUUF Financial Update

MVUUF Financial Report For the Period 1 July - 31 Aug 2006
Annual Budget

INCOME Year to Date Budget*,** Remaining
Pledges* $43,090 $197,110 $154,020
Other Income + Gifts* $8,128 $32,450 $24,322
Carryover From '05-'06 $8,920 $8,920 $0
Total Income $60,138 $238,480 $178,342
EXPENSES
Payroll $20,207 $132,910 $112,703
Minister Search $0 $6,755 $6,755
Building & Grounds $11,052 $71,733 $60,681
Denomination Dues** $0 $12,567 $12,567
Administration $1,813 $9,475 $7,662
Program Areas $1,108 $8,177 $7,069
Total Expense $34,180 $241,617 $207,437
Surplus (Shortfall) $25,958 ($3,137)

* Updated with most recent pledge + gift total, Sept 2006
** Updated with recertified membership of 177, Sept 2006

Please refer questions to Scott Leonard, Treasurer

The chart above shows our actual financial results for
the first two months of the fiscal year, along with sotne
adjustments to the budget based on new information.

There are two major changes since we passed the
annual budget. First, Jack and Nancy Moody gave the
Fellowship a generous $5,000 gift in memory of their
son. This goes a long way towards closing the gap, and
we are grateful to them. Second, we are recertifying|our
membership total at 177, down from 198, which will
reduce our obligation for UUA dues by almost $1,500.
As approved by the Board last June, we will withdrajnv
$5,000 from the Endowment Fund in hopes that will
close the remaining gap and cover unexpected expenses
such as air-conditioning system repairs. Contact Scott
Leonard if you have questions.

—Scott Leonardg Treasurer

October 2006



Dr. James Cone To Speak October 28

The Rev. Dr. James H. Cone, the Charles A. Briggs Distinguished ProfeSy@tednatic Theology at Columbia
University's Union Theological Seminary, will speak on “The Challenge o&’Ra a workshop to be held on Saturday,
October 28, at 1:00 PM at First Baptist Church, 111 West Monument Avenue, in dowragtam Dr'he event is open
to the public and a free-will offering is the only cost.

The workshop is being organized by the congregations of College Hill Preaby@¢urch and Cross Creek Community
Church, UCC, who will join together on Sunday, October 29, at 10:30 AM at First Baptisth for a joint worship
service featuring a sermon by Dr. Cone. James H. Cone’s expertisedgskmdigion and theology, about which he has
authored several books, including the quintesseftilack Theology of LiberatiofOrbis Books, 1990).

Beyond Cateqgorical Thinking
“Will the new minister hear me? Will my concerns and needs be met?h&M#itiinister understand what I'm living
with? How will the community respond to our minister?”

In answering these questions, a picture of the “ideal minister” @dted by age, gender, gender identity, nationality,
physical ability, race, and sexual orientation) comes to mind. With thig@in place, it can be easy to unintentionally
exclude ministers who fall into certain categories. At times, as weagght up in comparing candidates to our
“picture,” we can even forget what it is we hoped for in a minister.

On Sunday, October 22, the Miami Valley Unitarian Universalist Fellqwsfii participate in théBeyond Categorical
Thinkingworkshop offered by the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) émrgcegations involved in the search
for a new minister. The MVUUF Search Committee invites all cong@mugtleaders, members, and friends to
participate in this workshop.

The Beyond Categorical Thinking program is designed to promote inclusiventhisukdl help prevent unfair
discrimination in the search process for a new minister. This progicludes a Sunday morning service with BCT
workshop facilitator, the Rev. Keith Kron, followed by a three-hour workshop. Indhestvop, MVUUF members
will:

Consider the hopes, expectations, and concerns they have for a new minister
Learn more about the ministerial search process, and
Explore how thinking categorically about people sometimes interferes atsing the best candidate.

Come on Sunday, October 22 (12:30-3:00 PM), to participate in this UUA-spsared workshop, led by the Rev.
Keith Kron. Lunch will be provided.

The selection of a minister is important. The Beyond Categorical Thinkingstap is another opportunity for
everyone in our congregation to be a part of that process. This experi#mrewide guidance for the search
committee in our work. If you have any questions, please contact me or any neéyda@r Ministerial Search
Committee.

—dJamie McQuinn Chair
Search Committee Membetdohn Bierman, Alice Lizee, Phil Wise, Ann Snively, Sean Halpin, Jim Feaher
Help Dedicate Richard’s Tree

The oak tree which has been planted on our grounds to honor the ministry of Richasdwilleloe dedicated with a
plague orSunday, October 22 at 10:30 AM

Mark your calendar so you will remember to arrive early for the ceremdreyddte and time was selected for the
convenience of everyone involved and the service will promptly sta€:a0 AM. This will be a nice visit with
Richard and Marcia, who also plan to stay for the service with specialspaedker, Keith Kron.

Forum 4 October 2006



How Are We Doing? Interim Task Four

From time to time | have been bringing you up to date
on our progress on the five developmental tasks that a
congregation in transition between called ministers
must address. | have already written about Task 1, “to
claim and honor our past and heal our griefs and
conflicts; Task 2, “to illuminate our unique identity, our
strengths, our needs, and our challenges; and Task 3,
“to clarify the multiple dimensions of leadership, both
ordained and lay, and navigate the shifts in leadership
that accompany times of transition.”

Task 4 is to “renew connections with available
resources within and beyond the UUA.” | am very
pleased with MVUUF’s progress on this task. | know
that the Fellowship, like many other UU congregations,
has historically operated quite independently from our
denominational headquarters in Boston. UU churches
practice congregational polity, a system in which
individual congregations govern themselves, write their
own bylaws and policies, and choose their own
ministers. This is an important part of our tradition and
dates from the earliest days of the liberal church in
America. It proclaims that no central authority can
dictate what a congregation shall believe, how it shall
practice those beliefs or who shall lead it.

So why should interim ministry be concerned with
renewing connections with the Unitarian Universalist
Association and other UU churches? What's in it for
MVUUF?

The UUA plays an important part in the interim

process. Through an online process maintained by the
UUA, congregations and ministers in search find each
other and ministers “fellowshipped” by the UUA can

be counted on to be proficient in all the areas of
ministry. At the district level, the ministerial settlement
representative advises congregations in search, as does
its compensation consultant. MVUUF has taken
advantage of all these resources.

In addition, we recently asked the Heartland district's
religious education consultant to facilitate a workshop
here. Your director of lifespan religious education finds
valuable RE resources from the UUA and enjoys useful
collegial relationships with many other area UU DREs.

Members of your board will be attending a district
training on church growth this month and another on
stewardship, membership and religious education. Your
interim minister will also be attending a meeting of

Forum

Heartland UU ministers this month—a valuable
opportunity to learn from her colleagues in other
churches.

Several members of MVUUF, includingiss Gang,

Judy PickettandBarb Weber currently volunteer on

the district or national level. Under our new bylaws, we
now have a denominational affairs representative on
our Program CounciSharon Harmer

MVUUF continues to be a “fair share” congregation,
meaning that we support the UUA and the Heartland
district by paying dues based on our membership
numbers. This is money well-spent as we continue to
reap the benefits of these connections.

—Martha Hodges

From Friends of the UUA

As a supplement to periodic mailings, Friends of the
UUA will be conducting a fundraising phonathon
beginning the week of October 9 and continuing
through mid-November.

Outreach Associates, a Pittsburgh telemarketing firm,
will be phoning members who are currently active
Friends of the UUA to ask them to renew their support
and to consider becoming Sustaining Friends. (As you
may know, Sustaining Friends agree to provide
recurring monthly contributions, which increase the
efficiency and effectiveness of donations as we reduce
the frequency of solicitations to that group.)

Our contract with this firm requires that all callers

must be courteous, respectful, and succinct as they
offer identified Unitarian Universalists an opportunity

to support our Association directly. Your feedback

about the calls will help us to monitor their quality. We
have established a Friends Phonathon Hotline to
facilitate that feedback: Members may call 617-948-
6525 to leave a message, to ask to be placed on the "no
call" list or to share a comment directly with a UUA

staff member.

Your willingness to support the UUA enhances our
ability to provide services and programs to member
congregations and presents avenues for future growth
of Unitarian Universalism throughout the country. The
Friends of the UUA program provides about 7% of the
UUA operating budget each year to help subsidize
services to congregations. Your continuing support is
vital to the success of the Unitarian Universalist
Association and it is appreciated.
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News from the Program Council

One of the goals of the Program Council is to keep the
larger congregation informed about the events under
way around the Fellowship—both past activities and
opportunities for future involvement.

When the Program Council met on September 11,
2006, area representatives provided the following
reports to be shared with the congregation.

Activities (Barbara Moreda)

A few committed individuals are bringing many
wonderful activities to the FellowshiSeanandKate
Halpin will soon be asking us to sign up and help with
the Thanksgiving DinneShannonandDave Harper
are planning a great Halloween Party this year that
should prove to be fun for all ages. The Fall Retreat is
quickly approaching an@enevieve Harweand the
Retreat Committee have a lot of wonderful things
planned for our enjoyment. If you have an idea for an
activity, please let me know!

Communications—Internal (Joe Law)

In early September | assumed ownership of the
MVUUF-discussion Yahoo group. In addition, | have
been involved in discussions of updating various email
lists and of developing an online directory in a
members-only area of the MVUUF home page. | have
begun archiving Program Council minutes and area
reports in the library; and started work oR@um
feature about various MVUUF newsgroups. Thanks to
Judy Rengelffor her efforts in updating email lists for
Fellowship use and to Judy aAdrienne Clarkfor
tackling the MVUUF history section of the library.

Lifetime Religious Education (Bonnie Bazill-Davis)
Youth Religious Education hosted a Congregational
Conversation on Youth Ministry, a Teacher
Development Workshop and a YRE Committee
meeting, all in September.

Thank you to thédalpin family for eight years of
dedicated YRE service, and | wish them well on a
much deserved break.

There is a new plan for the YRE fall term which was
designed to offer our youth a safe and rewarding
religious education experience within the realities of
volunteer shortage. | am available to speak to anyone
regarding their feedback and/or concerns about YRE.
My only request is that everyone please remain
solution-focused when relating your concerns by
suggesting an alternative course of action and how you
would like to be involved in its implementation.

Forum

Membership (Judy Rengel)
Count as of 9/5/06: Associate Members—25, Voting
Members—175, Total Members—200.

Music (Carol Narigon)

Music is hot at MVUUF! The choir rehearses at 7:30
PM every Wednesday night. | hear they're a rowdy
bunch, so go prepared to laugh and have a good time
singing. On October 2&nn Rismiller will be leading a
drum circle in the Founders’ Room at 7:00 PM. Some
people have expressed an interest in starting a folk-
singing group. If you'd like to be involved in music at
the Fellowship, talk t&€arol Narigon The music
committee is always looking for members and ideas.

Public Relations (Gary Courts)

WYSO's fall fund drive is just around the corner, and
once again, they are looking for volunteers to answer
phones. A number of MVUUF members have
volunteered in the past, and we are looking for some
members to help out during this year’s drive on the
MVUUF dates of October 8 and October 13. By
volunteering we not only help WYSO, but our
Fellowship receives on-air publicity for our efforts. If
you are interested in helping, contact PR rep Gary
Courts.

Social Concerns (Kate Santucci)

There are many, many opportunities to participate in
Social Action projects this fall! We are showiAg
Inconvenient Trutlon October 1, doing a CROP walk
on October 7, and are offering two different classes in
the next few months—"Living the Welcoming
Congregation” and “Healthy Children, Healthy Planet.”
Now is a great time to get involved!

Worship (Mike O’Brien)

We were pleased to have Judith Martin as our guest
speaker in September. Be sure to see guest speaker
Mikey Weinstein(militaryreligiousfreedomfoundation.org)

on October 15. The Rev. Keith Kron from the UUA will
speak on October 22. We are working on bringing Calen
Rayne (www.raynemaker.com) to the Fellowship on
December 24. We are arranging to have Michael Dowd
(www.thegreatstory.org) speak to the Fellowship in the

spring.

Volunteer Coordinator (Sherry McAndrew)

I’'m getting closer to having a centralized list of
volunteer opportunities to share with the Fellowship. In
the meantime, please contact me with any ideas you
have about how the volunteer program can best support
our highest hopes for the Fellowship.

October 2006



Keeping Up With Members

Member Emeritus

By a unanimous vote of the MVUUF board, six people
were named with the designation of Member Emeritus:
Irvin Friend, Jessie Hoffman, Richard Ittelson,

Rose Notz, Lucretia SmithndJane ThomasThese

people have been longtime members and/or have made

a significant contribution to MVUUF. Congratulations
to these honored members.

Sad News

We have learned that long-time MVUUF member
Richard Ittelsonpassed away in September. Our board
had named him “Member Emeritus” recently in honor
of his many contributions to MVUUF. We offer our
sympathy and condolences to his family and friends.

Thank You Moody Family

We are grateful tdack andNancy Moodyfor the
special memorial donation of $5,000 (over and above
their already generous pledge) in honor of their son,
Jack Owen Moody, IlI.

Thank you Adina!

Adina Reevaleserves our thanks and admiration for
driving a needy couple to Indianapolis and back so they
could attend a disability hearing.

Welcome New Members!
Lew Hann

Sam Kramer

Membership Status?

MVUUF congregation
enjoys the Water
Ceremony.

Photo byMaury Wyckoff

The bylaws, effective April 2006, outline the MVUUF membership types. Do you knawpersonal membership status?
Call Barbara Kelley in the office (436-3628) if you have questions or widhaioge your status.

Voting Member Associate Member Member Emeritus Youth Member
18 years of age or older 18 years of age or older 18 years of age or oldeess than 18 years of age
Completed orientation Completed orientation Named by the board inCompleted orientation

Signs membership book | Signs membership book

as “voting member” as “associate member”
Accepts and honors Accepts and honors
financial and service financial and/or service

commitments to MVUUF, commitments to MVUUF
attends congregational

business meetings, has

voting rights, may serve

in elected MVUUF

leadership positions

Forum

recognition of his or her
longtime or outstanding

contributions to MVUUF Signs membership book as

“youth member"

No financial or service Accepts and honors financial

obligation to MVUUF and/or service commitments [0
MVUUF
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Welcoming the Stranger

Surveys on why people come to Unitarian Universalist
churches show that the majority of us come looking for
community. The one factor most influencing a visitor’s
decision to keep coming back is the creation of new
friendships. Forming relationships takes time—time
spent doing things together, celebrating life together in
worship and in shared work, attending social functions
and taking part in discussions, putting faces with
names, letting your ideas be heard. But first
impressions, as your mother may have mentioned, are
very important.

MVUUF has a wonderful team of official greeters.
These folks are friendly and outgoing and truly
welcoming. But they can’t make people feel at home all
by themselves. We all need to make an effort to speak
with at least one person we don’t know, or don't know
well—every single Sunday. | would hazard a guess that
UU congregations harbor more than their share of
introverts. (I'm one of them!) For many of us, small
talk does not come easily. Chances are that it's not easy
for the visitors among us, either. Noticing them and
speaking with them is not only the kind thing to do; it

is also the only way that we can build our community
and live out our UU commitment to inclusivity and
acceptance of others.

So if you are one of those among us whose intentions
are good but who feel awkward approaching a stranger
at church, maybe these few suggestions will help.
(These may seem obvious to you extroverted “people-
persons” out there, but may not come naturally to
everyone.)

Look for an unfamiliar face and introduce yourself.
(Saying, “I don’t believe we’ve met,” rather than “Are
you new here?” avoids that awkward moment of
finding out that the other is a longtime visitor or even a
fellow member!) Ask if the person lives in the area.
This will let you know whether he or she is looking for
a church or simply passing through town. Either way, it
will help to get the conversation going.

Ask if this is their first visit and if not, ask them about
their impressions so far and if they have any questions
about what they’'ve observed or experienced. If it is
their first visit, ask, “What brings you here

today?” (Not “Why did you come?”) Try to find out if
the person is “shopping” for a church and let them
know that this is perfectly okay. Ask if they are

familiar with Unitarian Universalism and invite them to
tell you what they are hoping to find in a church.

Forum 8

If they are “unchurched” or from another tradition,
offer to try to answer any questions they may have
about UUism or to introduce them to someone who
can. Our pamphlet rack is another resource.

If they have children with them, offer to introduce them
to Persephone, to the YRE greeter in the RE wing, or to
their child’s teacher. Make sure they know where their
child’s classroom is located and that their child is
welcome to stay with them in the service if they prefer.

Make sure they get a bulletin and ask if they have any
guestions about the service. Tell them where the
hymnals are kept. If there is anything unusual about
that Sunday’s service, explain this to them. Invite them
to sit with you during the service. If you see someone
you don’t know sitting alone in the service, sit nearby.
Say hello and introduce yourself. Try to get a sense of
whether they would welcome further conversation and
act accordingly.

After the service, invite the visitor to join you in the
Gathering Space. Make sure they get some coffee.
Offer to show them around the building. Offer your
(favorable) impressions of the service and invite them
to share their own. If it's the third Sunday of the month,
show them where the library is in case they would like
to attend a Welcoming Session. Offer to introduce them
to the minister. Introduce them to others standing
nearby, and then stay and talk.

Let them know about the Community Class, the
Women'’s and Men'’s Groups, other activities and
upcoming events at MVUUF. You might want to look
over the bulletin with them to answer any questions
about the notices it contains.

Offer to look for them next time they come. If you're
comfortable doing so, offer your phone number so they
can plan to meet you before the service next time. Tell
them you are glad they came and look forward to
seeing them again. And, of course, if you sense that all
this attention is making them uncomfortable, just tell
them it was nice to meet them and let them alone!

Remember the times you have visited a new church.
Perhaps you can recall standing around at coffee hour,
clutching your special visitor’'s mug, feeling shy and
uncertain and left out. We don’t forget that feeling of
being the “outsider,” the “new kid in school.” Our goal
should be that no one ever feels that way among us.

—Martha Hodges
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Announcements
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Don’t miss Greqg Greenway on November 18!

The more we do it, the better we get! This year you've been
delighted by the eclectiEast of Ederand UU singer/songwriters
Wishing Chairand Amy Carol WebbWe’re not stopping there!

The MVUUF Concert Series presents UU singer/songwriter on November 18.

From his website: “[Greg Greenway] has been described as ‘one of theestr@rgl finest voices in folk music.” The
Boston Globe wrote, ‘Confessional one moment, rambunctiously disarming the next, few fotldsingers can own a
coffeehouse stage as completely as Greenway.’ Another reviewer pdéesapbed it best, ‘A profoundly rich poet and
musician. Folk Music is too narrow a description.” And he has legendaryyehisgvisit to the Civil Rights Museum in
Memphis yielded his own composition that rises powerfully into U2's Britte# Name of Love. It is a hair raising,
riveting anthem that embodies Greenway's passion and his gift for frangilagissues. It is a show stopping event,
couched in a presentation of high spirited give and take of such good humor that sudnéaitiegly walk away
uplifted.”

That'’s a lot of fancy talk for saying this guy is incredible! | sam pierform at SUUSI (Southeast UU Summer Institute)
and | couldn’t wait to hear him play in Dayton. From his intricate guitar sg/iadpis haunting piano accompaniment to
his powerful, sexy voice, Greg will do more than entertain you. His musitowdh your heart and lift your soul.

But you don’t have to take my word for it. AGenevieve, Joe Z., Gail Cyaor Scott Leonard They'll all tell you the
same thing: You'll be sorry if you miss this concert. Yes, it's a busy timearf yhe weekend before Thanksgiving. All
the more reason to spend the evening with friends listening to music ihatwind you of what you're about to give
thanks for.

For more information on Greg, go to his websitenatv.greggreenway.confor more information on the concert or to
volunteer to help, contact Genevieve Harvey, our hard-working concert producsre klou November 18!

—Carol Narigon

Volunteers Needed for WYSO Fall Drive

MVUUF will help WYSO, Yellow Springs’ public radio station, answer photh@sng its Fall Fund Drive on October 8
and 13. WYSO is very popular with many of our members and we have a long-starditrantcd providing a few good
people for their semi-annual fund drives. We’ll also get on-air recognition.ifdws)ot of fun! Volunteer (or at least
listen) on Sunday, October 8 at 4—7:00 PM and Friday, October 13 at 10:00 AM until 1:00 PM.

Up to four volunteers are needed for each block. Don’t worry if you are a shy péosowill be provided with complete
instructions as to how to reply to callers and record their pledges. If yod lilkauto help, contact Public Relations rep
Gary Courts
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CineManiacs—October 15

CineManiacs meets the third Sunday every month at
The Neon Movies for the 4:30-5:30ish showing. After
the movie we meet in the Neon lobby café for
fellowship and a discussion. Questions or if you would
like to be added to the CineManiacs email list, call
Trudy Krisheror Lindy McDonough

Calling All Grocery Shoppers

Do you shop at Kroger or Dorothy Lane? Your
purchases can earn 4-5% for the Fellowship without
costing you a cent.

The Fellowship buys Dorothy Lane cards at a 5%
discount; however, until you buy them, they're a
Fellowship loss rather than a source of income.
Dorothy Lane also offers@ood Neighborprogram

that sends a yearly check for purchases by Fellowship
members. Forms are now available in the Gathering
Space.

As always, Kroger cards are also available for $5 initial
purchase including $5 in merchandise. Purchase one
and then recharge it for all your purchases; the
Fellowship receives 4% on all recharges.

—NMaureen O’Meara Grocery Cards Chair

Drum Circle
There are two great events this month for the drummer
in you! OnFriday, October 20 at 7:00 PM join us
for a drum jam at Bill's Pottery Studio in the Front
Street Studios. Get your groove on in an inspiring and
artistic location. We'll meet outside in the courtyard if
the weather is nice, otherwise there is ample room
indoors.

Bring your own drums/percussion instruments if yo
have them—if not, we have plenty to share. Bring
some food to share if you feel like it! Check out
www.billspottery.com for more info on Bill's studio
and directions. Contaé&tnn Rismiller if you'd like to
carpool or want more information.

C

Join us in the Founders’ Room 8aturday, October
28 from 7:00—9:00 PM (ish)for a percussion jam.
We will do some structured drumming and some

freestyle as well, plus whatever other trouble we can
get into. All are welcome and wanted, from beginnérs

to seasoned drummers. Bring your own drums/shakers/

other musical instruments, or borrow some of ours
Feel free to bring a guest as well! See you then!

—Ann Rismiller

Forum
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MVUUF Sponsors Film
The Dayton Lesbian and Gay Center and the Sexual
Minority Suicide Prevention Committee, along withja
coalition of local groups (including MVUUF)
concerned about suicide in the gay, lesbian, bisext
and transgender community will bring the filitM IN
BOLD to Dayton on October 4. Two special
screenings will be presented at the Neon Theatre gt
7:00 and 9:30 PM. Malcolm Lazid]M IN BOLD 's
executive producer, will be on hand for a question
answer session following the first screening and wi
also introduce the second.

al,

and

Tickets can be purchased at the Neon Theatre Box
office, 130 E. Fifth Street, (937) 222-8452. Tickets for
the 7:00 PM screening are $2.00 for all students, and
$5.00 for general admission. All tickets for the 9:30
PM screening are $2.00. Run time is 78 minutes.

Winner of the Fort Worth Cinema Film Festival’s
2003 Best Documentary Award and numerous othégr
accolades)IM IN BOLD is the story of journeys. In
1997, alone in a cold room, Jimmy Wheeler took h
own life. His tragic journey is told through heart-
wrenching and vivid interviews with his family and
friends. They talk of their undying love and support
Jim and wonder why it was never enough. Interwo
with Jimmy Wheeler's life story is footage of a USA
road trip taken by Benjie Nycum, Mike Glatze, and
Scott MacPhee of the online magazine “Young Ga
America” who were inspired by Jim’s tragedy. From
their interviews we see for the first time on film an
America where homophobia is no longer an everyday
fact of life. In a post-Internet world, gay and lesbiar
youth are increasingly integrating into their schoolg,
social groups, and communities—something Jimm
Wheeler never experiencetiM IN BOLD is the
story of a boy who dreamed of a better world and the
people who live his dream today.

[72)

for
en

Join MVUUF CUUPS

Our board has officially approved formation of a
CUUPS (Covenant of Unitarian Universalist Pagans)
chapter at the Fellowship [MVUUF Board of Trustees
Meeting of September 19, 2006].

The group will meet on the first and third Tuesdays at
the Fellowship at 7:00—8:30 PM and on the second
Sundays following service at 12:30—2:00 PM. Join
our Yahoo group: mvuuf_cuups@yahoogroups.com.

ContactCyndi ReevesAll are welcome!
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Chalicelight Gallery
We are especially pleased to feature selected worls of
member artistinda YoderOctober 8 through
November 15. A native of the Hampton Roads are4 of
Virginia, Linda graduated from Old Dominion

University with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Painting
and Printmaking and later, a Bachelor of Science i
Therapeutic Recreation.

She has taught painting and drawing at the Chryslgr
Museum School in Norfolk, Tidewater Community
College in Virginia Beach, the Kitteredge School and
the St. Christopher School in Portsmouth, Virginia find
has given private drawing lessons and group
workshops in both Virginia and Ohio. Linda’s artwork
has been exhibited in one-person and juried group
shows and her works are included in private and
corporate collections.

“I have hoped that through my art work, | could draw
attention to environmental issues. As | did art work
related to environmental degradation such as climgte
change and the daily use of thousands of untested
chemicals, | realized this was a depressing way to go
about it. My art work can be more effective by
focusing on the beauty of our environment—the cufl of
a leaf, the shape of a shell, with hope to inspire
environmental awareness.”

All are invited to an artist reception for Linda
Yoder on Sunday, October 29 from 12:00 noon
until 2:00 PM.

For more information or to arrange for purchase offart,
contactJoan Albrecht Chalicelight Gallery Chair.

Fellowship Gourmets
The next dinner for the Fellowship Gourmets will be:
Saturday, October 21 at 6:00 PM

The MeadowLark Restaurant
2094 Miamisburg-Centerville Road
937-434-4750

Please RSVP to Cyndi Reeves.

Work Day Scheduled

You are invited to an MVUUF workday on Saturday,
October 28 at 9:00 AM until noon. All kinds of jobs
need to be done, both inside and outside the building.
Any skill level you bring and any energy you have to
share for this project will be appreciated! For more
information, contact operations rejme Zimmerman
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Concerning Social Concerns

Autumn Social Concerns Activities

Welcome to Autumn! Saocial Concerns is off to a busy
start this fall, and we have lots of opportunities for you
to participate. We're starting off the month with a
showing ofAn Inconvenient Trutbn October 1 at 7:00
PM at the Fellowship. If you haven't seen this film, this
is a great opportunity! It's free, and will be followed by a
discussion. On October 4, MVUUF is co-sponsoring a
showing of the filmJim in Boldat The Neon Movies in
Dayton. The showings are at 7:00 and 9:30 PM. This
film addresses the journey and tragic suicide of a young
gay man in 1997. We have joined with the Dayton
Lesbian and Gay Center and the Sexual Minority
Suicide Prevention Committee, along with many other
organizations to support the screening of this film.
October 7 is the CROP walk! Come and walk with us to
raise money to alleviate world hunger. S Wisefor

a donation envelope. If you're attending the retreat on
the 7", you can still walk—just do it at Grailville as a
“remote walker”!

For the next three months, Social Concerns has decided
to direct our funds and energy towards the topic of a
living wage. We are actively looking for some hands-on
opportunities that support this issue, so if you have some
ideas, bring them to us! Please see the accompanying
article about the living wage issue for more information.

Thank you to everyone who has contributed a little extra
to the basket each Sunday. The cash that you contribute
in addition to your pledge payment is how we fund
Social Concerns. The Social Concerns Committee
receives 30% of the basket each week, excluding pledge
checks, so the few extra bucks that you throw in each
week directly support a social justice issue! The issue
changes depending on the human rights project that we
are currently working, so be sure to read our
announcements.

If you have a human rights issue that you'd like to work
on and raise interest in, please bring your ideas to the
committee, and we can help! All meetings are open to
anyone who is interested!

—Kate SantucciSocial Concerns

Gifts From Your Gardens

Remember ouGifts From Your Gardensadition as

you harvest the final bounty from your garden this
month. Any fresh veggies or homemade food items \will
be happily accepted. Look for the basket in the
Gathering Space! Thanks for helping with this
important cause!

Forum 13

Not On Our Watch!
Keep the pressure on Congress. Write or call your
representatives: Stop the genocide in Darfur!

Social Concerns Committee Requests Your Input!

Last spring our congregation chose human rights as our
social concerns focus for the next few years. For the
months of October, November, and December we will
emphasize living wage, in part because Ohioans will be
voting on an amendment to the constitution in
November. Kudos t®uth Rowleyfor her signature
collecting efforts! The amendment would increase the
minimum wage from $5.15 per hour to $6.85, with an
annual cost of living adjustment.

The Social Concerns Committee would like your input.
What should our educational activities be? What direct
action should we engage in? Where should the social
concerns allocation (30 percent of the non-pledge
portion of the basket) of the Sunday collection be
directed? Our social justice actions may be steered by
the Social Concerns Committee, but we need the
involvement and participation of the congregation to be
successful.

We kicked off our living wage focus with a movie and
discussion on September 22. If you couldn’t make that,
we invite you to contadtieather Wendebr Kate
Santucciwith your ideas for activities for October
through December.

The Other Place

MVUUF has an ongoing commitment to serve lunch at
The Other Plac€840 South Patterson Boulevard) on
the second Saturday of each morithe Other Placés

a day shelter with the mission of actively countering all
causes and conditions of homelessness through
advocacy, education and service. Our efforts feed
approximately 200 people. Sign up in the Gathering
Space or in your Fellowship group meeting. Contact
Diane Doveror Lucy Kazyakto help or if you are able
to provide a menu item (15-20 servings). If you aren't
available on lunch day, call Diane or Lucy to arrange
alternative drop-off location or time.

Plan to help next oBaturday, October 14 Our menu
will include meatloaf, dressing (cornbread or bread &
celery), salad, fresh whole fruit, dessert provided by
The Community Class, 2% milk and 100% fruit juice.
Additional on-site servers are especially needed—
servers must sign up in advance.
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Lifespan Religious Education

UUs with YoYos?

The children aged 4-8 in YRE this summer used a Dr.
Seuss curriculum. We read various books by Dr.
Seuss, discussed the UU principles found in the books
and participated in activities related to the theme. It
was great fun (and yatantry it at home). Ethan
remembers, for example, that when we réadRan

the Zog we talked about the web of life and played
animal charades. We even decided which animals
we are most like and what qualities we share with
them. Grace is like giraffe because she is tall, gentle,
and cute (and starts with a G!). After readiiggen

Eggs And Hanwe made up our own Seussish

poem and wanted to share it with you:

We are UUs

We like YoYos

There is Liam!

Can you see 'em?

Will he yoyo in a boat?

Will he yoyo with a goat?

Is he UU with a chalice?

Is here UU now with Alice?

Yes! He will yoyo with a goat, in a boat,
With a chalice, there with Alice!
We're all UUs and we like YoYos!

By: Jasmine, Liam, Eric, Gracie, Emi, Ethan,
Sophie, ReedandGenevieve (August 2006)

Poetic Insights
We will meet at the Wince's at 1:30 PM on Sunday,

October 1 to write poetry or prose, based on a

prompt. Bring a sack lunch at 1:00 to eat before we get
started. This group is a unique way to get to know
people and it is fun and sometimes poignant. Contact
Bev or Sylvia Wincdor more information.

Women'’s Group

The Women’s Group gathers every Sunday at 9:30
AM. Through November 26, a discussion of topics
from the bookQuiet Mind, Fearless Heart: The Taoist
Path through Stress and Spirituality Brian Luke
Seaward is underwalarilyn Faulconer andBeryl
Schickerare co-facilitating this study. See the weekly
bulletin for the following week’s topic. All women are
welcome to participate. For further information, contact
Barbara Moreda
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MVUUE Daytime Book Club

The Daytime Book Club meets on a Wednesday
(usually) each month at the Fellowship at 10:30 AM in
the Founders' Room. We discuss the book of the month
and then go to lunch together. This is an open group
and newcomers are welcome. Anyone who has read the
book is welcome. Conta@arol Vincent

or Sylvia Wincefor further information.

Our selection for October 25T$e Omnivore's
Dilemmaby Michael Pollan. On November 29, we will
discussThe Volcano Lovely Susan Sontag. Our
December book i& Redbird Christmaby Fannie
Flagg. Future books includgummer Sistersy Judy
Blume andMuhammedy Karen Armstrong.

Evening Book Discussion Group

The Evening Book Discussion Group will meet at 7:00
PM on Tuesday, October 10 at Ann Snively's house to
discussThe Tortilla Curtainby T. Coraghessan Boyle.
This 1995 novel is a story of cultural conflict between
two California couples. One couple lives a life of
privilege, while the other pair, illegal aliens from
Mexico, long to live the American dream. They are
worlds apart until unusual circumstances bring them
together.

The November meeting will be at 7:00 PM on the 14th
at Diane Dover'shouse Mountains Beyond Mountains:
The Quest of Dr. Paul Farmer, a Man Who Would
Cure the Worldby Tracy Kidder will be discussed.
ContactAnn Snivelyor Lucy Kazyakif you would like
more information.

Smart Choices

This group is open to women who wish to have a little
fun together learning or doing something new or
interesting. We generally meet at the Fellowship on the
second and fourth Mondays from 7:30 PM until 9:00
PM. ContactSylvia Winceif you have questions.

October 9

We'll have our horoscopes read Iylie Bragg. If you
plan to attend, please call Julie to let her know your
birthday. There will also be a birthday celebration for
Nancy Moody

October 23

We'll carve pumpkins! Pumpkins will be provided, just
bring your creativity. There will also be a birthday
celebration fodan Campbell
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The Water Ceremony
streams outside.

Photo byMaury Wyckoff

“One More River”
flows from the
MVUUF Folk Group.

Photo byMaury Wyckoff
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Martha keeps the kids’
attention during the
Children’s Story.

Photo byMaury Wyckoff
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The Community Class is an adult group that meets
every Sunday morning at 9:30—10:45 AM in the
Founders’ Room for fellowship and thought-provoking

discussion. A chance to let your hair down, speak your
mind or say nothing at all, without criticism. Up close
and personal. Please join us!

Sunday, October 1

“The Uses of Ritual.” A ritual is a set of actions,
performed mainly for their symbolic value, which is
prescribed by a religion or by the tradition of a
community. Rituals of various kinds are a feature of
almost all known human societies, past or present.|So
why are they important? Moderatdim Faulconer

Sunday, October 8

“Close Encounters of the Dangerous Kind—er—
Why Was | Meant to Live?” Have you ever had a
near-death experience, or thought you might die, as in
an auto accident or serious illness? We’'ll share our
close calls, how we felt about them at the time and|any
lessons we learned when facing our mortality.
Moderator:Elfi Purkey

Sunday, October 15

"Aging in Place: How long do we expect to live in
our homes?”In 2005, over 80% of people 65 and
older owned their own homes, but with increasing age
and diminishing funds and health, those numbers are
likely to decrease. How do our expectations about
housing change over the years? What are our hopes,
our plans and our fears about housing in our later
years? Moderatodulie Bragg

Sunday, October 22Rescheduled from September 24
“The Copenhagen Consensus: What priorities
should we give to solving the world's major
problems and why?” A united perspective for
resolving the world's major problems was
recommended to the United Nations by the participants
of the 2006 Copenhagen Consensus, a global think
tank, held at Georgetown University in Washington
D.C. in June. The countries represented were China,
India, Pakistan, Tanzania, Thailand, the United States,
Vietnam and Zambia. Moderatd®oger Davis

Sunday, October 29

"Go Bucks! The Purpose of Sports in Our Personal
Lives and in Our Society.” We'll examine America's
century-long love affair with team sports, the ways jn
which baseball, football, and basketball became
national institutions and how sports respond to deep
human needs. We'll look at the importance of
individual sports as well. Moderatalohn Gormley
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World Religions in the Miami Valley
An Adult RE Offering Beqginning This Fall

“Religion alive confronts the individual with the most
momentous option life can present. It calls the soul to
the highest adventure it can undertake, a proposed
journey across the jungles, peaks, and deserts of the
human spirit. The call is to confront reality, to master
the self. Those who dare to hear and follow that secret
all soon learn the dangers and difficulties of its lonely
journey.” —Huston SmithThe World’s Religions

How much do you know about the religious beliefs of
your Miami Valley neighbors? What do their rituals,
scripture, practices, and creeds say about their religion
and how they live these beliefs out in the world? What
does studying our neighbor’s faith tell us about our
own beliefs and about Unitarian Universalism?

If these questions sound intriguing, join me, Leslie
Woodward, and other UUs in a special adult religious
education offering exploring world religions in the
Miami Valley. This cooperative workshop will use the
UUA Neighboring Faithsurriculum and Huston
Smith’s book,The World's Religionsas guidelines as
we read, visit worship services, and discuss Islam,
Buddhism, and different manifestations of Christianity.

Participants will jointly set the schedule, though |
envision meeting twice monthly in the evening with
group visits to worship services at least every other
month. I'd like to start in October and continue through
the end of March. The workshop is open to Unitarian
Universalist adults and mature teens from MVUUF and
neighboring UU congregations. Highly motivated
junior high youth are also welcome to participate with
an accompanying adult. Contact Leslie.

—Leslie Woodward

[Note: Leslie is a candidate for Unitarian Universalist
ministry anticipating receiving Fellowship in late

spring.]

Worship Committee Meeting

The worship committee will meet on Monday, October
2 at 7:00 PM in the Founders’ Room. All are welcome.
For more information, contablike O’Brien.

Men's Group
The Men’s Group meets the first and third Sundays of

each month at 9:15 AM in the Richard Venus Library
for fellowship and discussion. All men age 16 and older
are welcome to attend.

Octobeb@0



Men’s Group 9:15 AM

Women’s Group 9:30 AM
Community Class 9:30 AM

A Crowd of SorrowsMartha Hodges 11 AM
Poetic Insights 1:00 PMWinces

Film: An Inconvenient Truth6:30 PM

Governance Committee 7:00 PM
Social Concerns Meeting 7:00 PM

CUUPS Meeting 7:00 PM
Novemberorum Deadline

Worship Committee 7:00 PM

Choir Practice 7:30 PM
INTERWEAVE 7:30

CUUPS Meeting 7:00 PM

Panini Ministry (Panera) 11:00 AM
Board of Trustees 7:00 PM
YRE Committee Meeting 7:00 PM

JIM IN BOLD 7, 9:30 PMNeon Movies
Choir Practice 7:30 PM

Drum Circle 7:00 PM—offsite

Panini Ministry (Panera) 11:00 AM

10 AM—3PM
Fellowship Gourmeté PM—Meadowlark

Fall Retreat at Grailville (Oct. 6—38)

Dayton Crop Walk—offsite

Women’s Group 9:30 AM
Community Class 9:30 AM

Life After Death-Martha Hodges 11 AM
CUUPS Meeting 12:30 PM

WY SORadio Drive 2—5 PM

Women'’s Group 9:30 AM
Community Class 9:30 AM

Richard Venus Tree Dedication10:30 AM
Beyond Categorical ThinkirgKeith Kron 11 AM
Beyond Categorical Workshog®:30-3:00 PM

Smart Choices 7:30 PM

Program Council 7:00 PM
Smart Choices 7:30 PM

Daytime Book Club 10:30 AM
Choir Practice 7:30 PM

Panini Ministry (Panera) 11:00 AM

Evening Book Discussion—offsite

7:00 PM

Choir Practice 7:30 PM

MVUUF Work Day 9 AM — 12 PM
Drum Circle 7:00 PM

Panini Ministry (Panera) 11:00 AM

WY SORadio Drive 10 AM—1 PM

Women’s Group 9:30 AM
Community Class 9:30 AM
Spirit—Alternative Worship Experienca AM
Artist ReceptionLinda Yodern2—2pm

The Other Place Meal 11:30 AM

Men’s Group 9:15 AM
Women’s Group 9:30 AM
Community Class 9:30 AM
Orientation 12:30 PM

Military Religious Freedom-Mikey Weinstein 11am
Cinemaniacs—Neon Movies 5 PM

Upcoming Events
Greg Greenway Concert November 18
MVUUF Thanksgiving Dinner November 19




