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Of Cabbages and Kings: Harvest Home
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“The frost is on the pumpkin, the goose is getting fat...? Over the river a

through the woods, to Grandmother’s house we go...?” Who are we kidd
It's a safe bet that not many of us have pumpkins growing in our backya
these days, frost-covered or otherwise. And if you've ever cooked a goo
well, once is enough. (Every kitchen surface coated with grease; an uhnf
number of tendons; not much meat.) As for Grandma, chances are she
better things to do than whip up a bunch of pies.

Thanksgiving, that uniquely American holiday, celebrates harvest—a harve¥@rtha Hodges
that, unless we live and work on a farm, is far removed from contemporary

Americans. With fruits and vegetables from South America avail@aenpund and an
international assortment of breads available at the nearest pakestill pay tribute to our rural
past at this time of year by displaying gourds that are purely ornamentaletidg an enormous
bird that comes “pre-basted” and provides more leftovers than anyonewaatl/or knows what
to do with.

Clearly, there’s something about the idea of “harvest” that transcends antgeality and
speaks to us on a deeper level. Maybe it's simply the need to have a party &s tiet daorter
and colder — a sort of consolation prize for the passing of summer. | think there’saoni,
though.

Thanksgiving is about gratitude for the successful completion of labors, grattutie fruits of
our efforts. In a service economy, our labors are seldom, if ever, completedemricuits are
most likely intangible. Maybe that's why we love the idea of Thanksgivingpi&ty hard these
days to see how we’re bringing the harvest home... But that doesn’t mean that &eydegs for
that sense of accomplishment and the security of knowing that we will bésafgh the
winter—through the barren and dark periods of our lives.

So, this month, as you defrost the Butterball and swing by Kroger’s to pick up the pynglas
you send Grandma a Thanksgiving e-mail and switch on the football game, you may teke a
moment to think about what you’ve harvested this year and about what you've stayeith yaur
virtual pantry to see you through the hard times. Maybe your teenage daugtitespsaking to
you, despite the fights and sullen silences. You have worked for this bond of love. @atebrat
Maybe you still have a job, even if it's not what you planned to be doing back when yamsopti
seemed limitless. You have proved yourself to be adaptable and resourcefotateethis. Maybe
you have taught yourself a hard lesson and found meaning and grace where you letast ixpec
in a hospital room, in sleepless nights, in rejection, disappointment and loss.

Celebrate the harvest of love and patience, of endurance and hard lessanw:illkes you
through the winter.

—NMartha Hodges,Interim Minister

The Forum

VISION STATEMENT We are a welcoming spiritual congregation encounggone another on our personal
journeys, embracing diversity, nurturing communéyd working together for social justice. We adiiygromote
the liberal religious principles of the Unitarianfiversalist Association.




SUNDAY SERVICES

Sunday, November 5—11:00 AM

Engaging Our Second Principle: Let Justice
Roll—Martha Hodges

“Justice, equity and compassion in human
relations...” Fine words that no one could really
argue with. But how do we live them into reality?
Martha will share her thoughts on what it means to
be among the “working poor” of this bounteous
country and what our second principle suggests we
should be doing about this justice issue in our own
back yards.

Sunday, November 12—11:00 AM
Universalism for Unitarians—Chuck Thomas
Recently there’s been a minor rebirth of
Universalism within Unitarian Universalism.
Unitarian Universalists who are looking for
something more “traditionally religious” than
mainstream Unitarian Universalism, may find
what they want in Universalism. Universalism,
like Unitarian Universalism, embraces world
religions and humanism but also—unlike
Unitarian Universalism—deliberately tries to stay
in touch with its Christian roots.

Sunday, November 19—11:00 AM

Thanks Be for These-Martha Hodges

Following a brief service of thanksgiving, we will
enjoy our traditional feast together. (Bring a dish
to share.) Children will stay with their parents in
the sanctuary this Sunday and we will provide
some minor diversions for those who find the
preliminaries tiresome.

Sunday, November 26—11:00 AM

Gifts of Children—Martha Hodges

This service will begin with &laming and
Dedication Servicéor our newest little ones and a
ceremony to recognize the gifts that our teachers
bring to the children of this congregation. Martha
will then share her reflections on why we all need
children in our lives—even those former children
who profess to be less than fond of them or “not
good with kids.”
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Martha Hodges Interim Minister
Office Hours: Daily except Tuesday; call for apgaient.
Email: martha.hodges@sbcglobal.net

Dale Bockhorst Bookkeeper
Email: dalebockhorst@yahoo.com

Jeanette Filbrun Choir Director
Choir Practice Wednesdays, 7:30 PM
Email: musicfil@aol.com

Barbara Kelley Administrator
Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 9:00 AM—3:00 PM
Email: admin@mvuuf.org

Jesse Minnefield Custodian

PersephoneDirector of Lifespan Religious Education
Office Hours: Sunday AM and by appointment
Email: mvuuf-dire@excite.com
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The FORUMIs published monthly by the Miami Valley
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, 8690 Yankee Stre
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from Joe Law(Communications Repj;eorge Henderson
(Mailer) andCarol Narigon (Proofreader)The next
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Council, Board and District

Summary of MVUUF Board Meeting of October 19

Gail Cyan moved that MVUUF file our intent to apply
for a Chalicelighter Grant to upgrade the audio visual
system. Greg Reese seconded, and the motion carried.

Gail Cyan moved to form an executive board list for
confidential discussions. Dave Rengel seconded and
the motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,
Bill J. Wendel

Summary of Program Council Meeting of October 9
The Program Council Representatives for Membership
(Amanda Matthias-Caton) and LRE (Bonnie Bazill-
Davis) have resigned. The Program Council is respon-
sible for appointing interim representatives until re-
placements can be elected at a congregational meeting.
Barbara Moreda and Joe Zimmerman will consult the
Nominating Committee for recommendations. The by-
laws require that the Program Council nominate one
person for the Nominating Committee. Gail Cyan will
consult with the board and minister to work out a plan
to avoid duplication of nominees, and members of the
Program Council will develop a list of possible nomi-
nees for the November meeting.

Program Council members were requested to send
website calendar errors and omissions to Joe Law
(Communication Representative) so that the necessary
corrections and additions may be made.

Gail Cyan will submit an outline for writing descrip-
tions for the three areas requested by the Board—
membership, volunteer positions, committees—to the
Board at its October meeting. The approved outline
will then be distributed to Program Council members to
complete and circulate before the November Program
Council meeting.

A small “task force™—consisting of Sharon Harmer,
Scott Leonard, Joe Zimmerman and Gail Cyan—has
been formed to discuss procedures for Program Council
meetings and will bring suggestions to the next meet-

ing.

Recommendations to the Board

The Program Council recommends that the
Chalicelighter Grant proposal for an upgraded sound
and video system be approved for development and
submission.

Respectfully submitted,
Joe Law

Forum

Board and Program Council Nominations
The Nominating Committee is charged with providing
a slate of candidates to fill the positions on the
MVUUF Board and the Program Council. We are i
the process of reviewing all positions and are solicjting
your comments, interest and/or recommendations.
Please feel free to contact any of the members of the
Nominating Committee (listed below) by Sunday,
November 12.

The Nominating Committee
Iris Carter, Co-Chair

David Cobb

Kate Halpin, Co-Chair
Vinnie Marshall

Mike Nelson

Bonnie Thompson

Basic Youth Advisor Training

November 18, 2006 - Lafayette, IN

The Heartland District invites you to attend a Basic
Youth Advisor Training facilitated by Nancy Combs-
Morgan, Lifespan Religious Education Program
Consultant for the District. The training will take place
on Saturday, November 18, 2006, from 10:00 AM until
3:00 PM.

Onsite registrations will be accepted. Mail-in
registration deadline is November 15, 2006.

The registration fee is $15.00 per person and will
include:

Experiential activities that can be used in youth
groups,

Exploration of the concepts of community-
building, youth empowerment, aspects of balanced
youth programs, the role and responsibilities of youth
advisors, risk management and safety, and more.

Contact the Heartland District at heartlanduu.org or call
888-948-4883.

Save Trees

Did you know that you can view the UUA
congregational mailings as well as the Heartland UU
district congregational mailings online? These
mailings are no longer being distributed to board and
program council members on paper (except by special
request). Please see the packets of information on line.
Heartland’s can be found at www.heartlanduu.org and
the UUA’s mailings are filed together at www.uua.org/
news/congpacket/. The websites are a wealth of
information and resources for all members, especially
leadership. They are updated almost daily.
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News from the Program Council

One of the goals of the Program Council is to keep the
larger congregation informed about the events under
way around the Fellowship—both past activities and
opportunities for future involvement. When the
Program Council met on October 9, 2006, area
representatives provided the following reports to be
shared with the congregation.

ACTIVITIES—Barbara Moreda

MVUUF's traditional year-end activities are planned
for the remainder of the year, thanks to the efforts of a
number of volunteers. Thanks@enevieve Harvey
and crew for the recent retreat at Grailvildannon
andDave Harperfor the Halloween Partygeanand
Kate Halpinfor agreeing to coordinate Thanksgiving
Dinner once again this yedhil Wisefor taking on
Wassail-making, an@arol Narigonfor taking on
Christmas Dinner. Please assist these wonderful
volunteers in any way that you can!

COMMUNICATIONS (Internal)—Joe Law

In late September | assumed ownership of several
additional MVUUF-discussion Yahoo groups. I'm
working to make the groups better known to members
and make it easier for people to join. Thank& &l
Cyanfor providing a good deal of information about
the existing Yahoo groups andlody Rengefor
continuing to update the archive section of the library.

LRE—Bonnie Bazill-Davis

YRE fall classes are in progress according to a new
rotation. This new plan appears very manageable for
staff and volunteers, and has gotten good feedback
from YRE teachers. The YRE Committee, Martha,
Persephone and others attended a workshop conducted
by Nancy-Combs-Morgan, Heartland District
Consultant. A second session for YRE is scheduled for
November 8. Due to stress, time conflicts and
disagreements with decision-making processes, | have
resigned as the LRE Program Council Representative.

MEMBERSHIP—Judy Rengelfilling in for Amanda
Matthias-Catorn)
Membership Numbers as of 10/7/06

Voting Members 173

Associate Members 25

Total Membership 198
Resignations: This was a sad month for our Fellowship:
Bonnie Bazill-Davis, Steve Davis and family, Laurie
Shows, Lee and Rita Cyr and family and Dan Narigon
resigned. Mary Kathryn Plas moved out west. Richard
Ittleson and Jocelyn Feeman both passed away in the
last few months.

Forum

New Members: On the positive side, we had three new
people sign up as Voting Membe&am Kramer, Lew

Hann andAlice Diebel Also updated several non-
responsive status memberships. These changes are
all reflected in the above numbers.

MUSIC—Carol Narigon

Get into music at MVUUF! The choir rehearses at 7:30
every Wednesday night. On the fourth Saturday of the
month,Ann Rismiller will be leading a drum circle in

the Founders’ Room at 7:00 PM. Some people have
expressed an interest in starting a folk-singing group. If
you'd like to be involved in music at the Fellowship, the
music committee meets November 12 after the service.
We're always looking for members and ideas.

PUBLIC RELATIONS—Gary Courts

MembersAnn Hall, Cyndi Reeves, David Cobb, Gwen
Marino, John Crockford,andGary Courtswere phone
volunteers for public radio station WYSO'’s Fall Fund.
MVUUF was given on-air recognition for its
participation.

SOCIAL CONCERNS—Kate Santucci

Thanks to everyone who has shown up and participated
in the many events that we have hosted in the last few
months! Read’he FORUMcarefully for details on
upcoming events. We are still looking for suggestions
for actions relating to our focus through December—A
Living Wage. Please bring any ideas you have to the
committee!

WORSHIP—Ruth Rowley

Met with Sherry McAndrewregarding volunteer needs.
Had conversations with chairs of each committee within
the Worship area, and all areas appear to be functioning
well. Discussed need for re-orientation of the worship
associates with Mike O’Brien and Martha Hodges and
possibly adding second-level worship associates to do
the nuts and bolts work of “setting the stage” for the
service. Mike will send a list of the WA jobs which need
to be done when he contacts them about their scheduled
times. He is also going to work on a Vision Statement
for worship, which will be discussed at a future worship
committee meeting. Discussed obtaining additional
feedback from congregants about the services.

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR—Sherry McAndrew
The centralized list of volunteer opportunities will be
ready in November, and | will share it with the
Fellowship. The next step will be getting up-to-date
information from members on their volunteer skills and
interests. Stay tuned!

November 2006



Keeping Up With Members

Membership and Lay Leader Development

Did you know that if a new member does not make at
least 6 — 8 new friends within the first eight months of
attending a church, they are likely to leave? That if you
describe your congregation as a “close—knit family,”
you are describing a declining congregation? These
tidbits, and many others, were described by District
Executive Reverend Lisa Presley recently at a daylong
conference in Cincinnati. Sponsored by the UU

Heartland District, the conference featured meetings on

various subjects led by UU professionals.

Perhaps a key word in this conference was “identity.”
A congregation must have a recognized and easily
described mission. An individual needs a reason to
belong to and be active in a particular church. If that
church’s purpose is unclear or not demonstrated, then
membership or activity is reduced. Interestingly, the
higher the expectation of commitment, the more
desired membership is.

Other hints on visitors, involving new people, websites,
types of people and their needs, working with
volunteers, staffing and additional resources were
covered in the conference. The District will be offering
this conference at least two more times in other
locations. They are excellent training sessions with a
plethora of information!

—Sharon Harmer

Membership Status?

Special Concern

We hold long-time and beloved membksrel and
Warrenin our hearts and wish them both a full recovery
following the misfortune during their recent vacation. At
this writing, both are hospitalized in lllinois with Warren
recovering from a food virus and Laurel suffering from
that as well as the heart attack that ensued with the
illness.

Greetings!
Yourhelp is needed to welcome visitors to MVUUF! We

need additional Greeters on Sunday mornings, especially
the third Sunday of the month. Attracting and keeping
new members is vital to our growth and effectiveness as a
congregation. It's a great way to get to know people. If
you are interested, please contdaaten Evans

Bazaar Thank You

A special huge thank you ®ylvia Winceand her many
helpers for making the Holiday Bazaar so successful! The
talents and dedication of this community are amazing!

Welcome Session Rescheduled

Due to the Thanksgiving dinner, the third Sunday
orientation has been moved to the second Sunday this
month, following the service on November 12.

Welcome New Member!
Alice Diebel

The bylaws, effective April 2006, outline the MVUUF membership types. Do you knawpersonal membership status?
Call Barbara Kelley in the office (436-3628) if you have questions or widhatage your status.

Voting Member Associate Member

18 years of age or older

Completed orientation Completed orientation

Member Emeritus

18 years of age or older

Youth Member

18 years of age or oldeess than 18 years of age

Named by the board inCompleted orientation

recognition of his or her

. . . . longtime or outstanding
Signs membership book | Signs membership book contributions to MVUUE

as “voting member” as “associate member”

Accepts and honors Accepts and honors
financial and service financial and/or service
commitments to MVUUF, commitments to MVUUF
attends congregational

business meetings, has

voting rights, may serve

in elected MVUUF

leadership positions

Forum

No financial or service
obligation to MVUUF

Signs membership book as
“youth member"

Accepts and honors financial
and/or service commitments [0
MVUUF
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Announcements

Send UUSC Holiday Cards

The 2006 Unitarian Universalist Service Committee
holiday greeting cards are now available! We can be
proud of this organization dedicated to protecting
human rights and advancing social justice in the United
States and around the world. Your holiday card
purchase will help UUSC create a world free from
oppression and injustice, where all can realize their full
human rights.

Look for Sylvia Wince who will have the new UUSC
holiday greeting cards in the Gathering Space during
coffee hour throughout the holiday season. The cards
are $8.00 for a package of 10 and there are three lovely
designs.

IRA Change Good for Charity
Are you a senior taking withdrawals from your
traditional IRA? The Pension Protection Act of 2006
allows you to send your withdrawal directly to a charity
(i.e. the church) without first counting it as income and
paying income tax. Donors must be at least age 70% to
take advantage of this change. Contact your IRA
administrator for assistance.

—Jim Hudson

Cincinnati’'s Women'’s Choir Fall Concert

Sing, Heal, Celebrate!

The Cincinnati’'s Women’s Choir (MUSE) will devote
three concert performances to breast cancer awareness
and host a women'’s health fair on Friday, Saturday,

and Sunday, November 17, 18, and 19. Neiglshor
John’s UU Church (320 Resor Avenue, Clifton) will

host the event.

Our ownPersephonas a member of the choir.

Tickets may be purchased in advance via the MUSE
website at musechoir.org or by contacting the office at
513-221-1118. Ticket prices are $20 in advance and
$25 at the door.

No Panera on Thanksgiving Day

Martha will not meet friends for the Panini Ministry
on November 23 (Thanksgiving Day). Join her for
fellowship, coffee and other treats at Panera at 11:00
AM on all other Thursdays in November.

Martha's New Email Address
Please note a new email address for Martha Hodges:
martha.hodges@scbglobal.net.

Share Your Holiday Memories!

We all have memories of holidays past, maybe Christmas, maybe some otheréwialayAWE invites you to
share a memory or two as we celebrate the holidays this year. BeginnfingttBanday of November, we will
have a “Holiday Memory Sharing Board” in the Gathering Space, with paper asdapel we invite you to sha(le
a memory and post it on the board. You can put your name on it or not put your name on it, but jplesse h
celebrate those memories that make us who we are as loving, caring pdoplreWe doing this?

lllustration by Beth Peck

Celebrate the spirit of the season. Be a part of the celebration of otiHolalay Memories” by sharing

your memory with your faith family.

Coming to MVUUF
Truman Capote’s “HOLIDAY MEMORIES”
Adapted for stage by Russell Mandenbroucke
Act II, “A Christmas Memory”
A Readers Theater Presentation
Starring our own MVUUF Thespians
Sunday, December 10, 11:00 AM Service

A Holiday Gift from Alternative Worship Experience (AWE)

Forum 6

November 2006



The next act in our “From SUUSI to MVUUF” Concert Series is
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Don't miss Greq Greenway on November 18!

. Greenway is a regular at UU

churches, known from Boston to Virginia to the Midwest for his energeticstgli&, humor and social commentary.
When you see him live, you will wonder how he gets such complex and amazing sound ouwdraf pustar.

A rare combination of instrumental expertise, a soulful and moving singerrfpbpeet, and sparkling entertainer,
Greenway is part of a rich folk music tradition and has become one of itsinigge and superlative emissaries. Put
simply, he is one of the finest entertainers you'll ever see. Musicaliralaes inspiration from all over the map, but his
center is in the singer/songwriter tradition that traces it roofdody Guthrie.

The Boston Globe wrote, “Confessional one moment, rambunctiously disarmingthewemodern folk singers can
own a coffeehouse stage as completely as Greenway.” Greenway didpiglyspirited give and take of such good

humor that audiences unfailingly walk away uplifted.

Again, the suggested donation for tickets will be $12 in advance or $15 at th8dpgour tickets in the Gathering
Space on Sunday mornings. For more information on Greg, go to his website at @ggnegnway.com. For more
information on the concert or to volunteer to help, cormtevieve Harvey

Music Committee

The music committee will meet on November 12 after
the service at 12:30 PM. For more information, contact
Carol Narigon.

Join MVUUF CUUPS

CUUPS (Covenant of Unitarian Universalist Pagans)
meets on the first and third Tuesdays at the Fellowship
at 7:30 PM (note new time) and on the second Sundays
following service. All are welcome!

Join our Yahoo groupnvuuf_cuups@yahoogroups.com.

MVUUF CUUPS has been recognized as an Official
Chartered Chapter of CUUPS National as of October
15, 2006. Contadfyndi Reeves

Forum

Martha's Search

As MVUUF moves deeper into the search process for its
new minister, preparing its online congregational record
and search packet, your interim minister is doing the
same thing, but from the other side of the matching game.
Martha is updating her materials to send to congregations
interested in looking at her as a candidate for settled
minister and she would appreciate some help.

If you would like to write a letter commenting on your
experience of Martha as a minister to be included in her
search materials, or a photo of her at work or play at
MVUUF, she would be very grateful. These can be left in
her mailbox, with Barbara K in the office, or emailed

(note new address: martha.hodges@sbclobal.net). Thank
you!
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Drum Circle Night at MVUUE
Join us at 7:00 PM on Saturday, November 25 to

shake a rattle, pound a drum, chant, dance, and make a

noise! All are welcome and wanted.

Bring your own drum or percussion instruments, or
there will be extras to share. (If you made a drum or
shaker at the MVUUF retreat, this is a good chance to
use it!)

This is a cooperative event with the Dayton Drum
Circle Meetup Group. Join us in the Founders’ Room
to get your groove on!

Calling All Grocery Shoppers

Do you shop at Kroger or Dorothy Lane? Your
purchases can earn 4-5% for the Fellowship without
costing you a cent.

The Fellowship buys Dorothy Lane cards at a 5%
discount; however, until you buy them, they're a
Fellowship loss rather than a source of income.
Dorothy Lane also offers@ood Neighborprogram

that sends a yearly check for purchases by Fellowship
members. Forms are now available in the Gathering
Space.

As always, Kroger cards are also available for $5 initial
purchase including $5 in merchandise. Purchase one
and then recharge it for all your purchases; the
Fellowship receives 4% on all recharges.

—NMaureen O’Meara Grocery Cards Chair

Retreat Reflections

This year's fall retreat was all we could want and
more. It was a gorgeous weekend in a gorgeous
setting with gorgeous friends. Thanks go out to those
who helped plan and prepare to make it happen:
Rismiller, Jennie Hardy, Stephanie Edwards, Lucy
Kazyak,andCyndi ReevesThey all were

fabulous! Others who made it great with their
contributions during the weekend welae
Zimmerman, Don Zimmermar{Joe's brother,

who taught ballroom dan@nddelivered firewood!),
Diane Dover, David Nolinand many others who
were gracious, generous, and fun to be with.

You may want to mark your calendawwfor next
fall's retreat the first weekend of October. Oh,
yeah! We're going to do it again!

—Genevieve Harvey

Forum
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Come learn how you can achieve more energy and
well-being through integrated medicine—the blending
of holistic and traditional treatments—as discussed by
Dr. Tom Firor , a board-certified doctor of internal
medicine.

For over 25 years, Dr. Firor has practiced a unique
blend of alternative and conventional medicine,
synthesizing knowledge from diverse fields to affeq
healing. He is currently the medical director for the
Onhio Center of Integrative Medicine, the clinical
division of the Ohio Academy of Holistic Health
(OAHH) in Xenia.

—

The CEO of the OAHHDave Cunningham will also
speak briefly on what the Academy offers the public in
both its academic and clinical programs. A clinical
hynotherapist himself, Dave spent a week studying
under Dr. Brian Weiss, whose books on reincarnatjon
are internationally known.

An open discussion will follow, so bring your
guestions and ask everything you've always wanted to
know about your health but were afraid to ask your
doctor.

Refreshments (even those containing sugar!) will be
served. For more information, contancy Moody

CineManiacs—November 19

If you're wild about art films, join CineManiacs the
third Sunday every month at The Neon Movies for the
4:30-5:30ish showing. The title and time will be sent on
the Thursday prior to the Sunday event. Everyone is
welcome!

After the movie we meet in the Neon lobby café for
fellowship and a discussion. Questions or if you would
like to be added to the CineManiacs emalil list, call
Trudy Krisher or Lindy McDonough
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HOLIDAY BAZAAR A HUGE SUCCESS!

Cha-Chin _ _
Megbreakdown of bazaar income:Vendors Our annual holiday bazaar, one of our big fund-
$630, books $115.40, breakfast and lunch $318.50, raisers, netted $2,266.40 in profits!

white elephants $314.25, bake sale $194.75, raffle

tickets $563, Sunday sales $130.50, for a grand total Thanks to our sponsorglue Turtle Toy Company,
of $2.266.40! Dorothy Lane Market, Big Sky Bakery, Stewaad

Bonnie Thompson(donated TV for raffle)and
Claudia Bailey(donated her full vendor profits to
the Fellowship).

A big thanks goes to théendors who make the
bazaar happen. They aRichard and Sharon
Appelt, Karla Arnold, Claudia Bailey, Jan
Campbell, Adrienne Clark, Michelle Eddy, Kris
Davis, Karen DuBro, Jim Faulconer, Kelly George,
Donna Green, Ritu Jain, Sherry Lawrence, Scott
MacKenzie, Becky McDaniel, Barbara Moreda,
Kristin Peoples, Adina and Rita Reeve, Cyndi
Reeves, Lorraine Reibert, Becki Rine, Ann Rismiller,
Barbara Rowlands, Christa Roy, Beryl Schicker,
Cynthia Schubach, Harvey Scott, Bonnie Stalter,
Maury Wyckoff.

Fellowship helpers worked hard and had lots of
fun. Helpers includedriss andDebbie Gang,

John Gormley, R.JandBarbara Moreda, Jim

Hart, Mark Heath, Antonia Harter, Akil Sharif,
Nick Gezinski, Bettie Nickell, John Bierman, Ralf
Grisard, Julie Bragg, Bonnieand Steve Thompson,
Sherryand Roger Davis, Katie Reese, Phil Wise,
Lindy McDonough, Bill Ross, Trudy Krisher, Gary
Courts, DaveandJudy Rengel, Jennie Hardy,
Mary Coonrod, Joe Law, Carol Vincent, Sharon
Harmer, Claudia Bailey, Vinnie Marshall,

Barbara Czestochowa, Katherine Cruse, Tony
Greiner, Karen Evans, Catherine Queener, Janice
Beers, AdinaandRita Reeve, Victoria Fox, Ruby
Powell, Kathryn Dornhuber, Daviénd Julie
Hannan, DonandLucy Kazyak, John Crockford,
Gwen Marino, Bobbi TreadwellElfy Purkey, Lynn
Haven, Susan Chrysler, Judy Pickett, Marilyn
Faulconer, Kathleen Pennington, Gary Courts,
Mary Ann Jacobs, Barbara KellegndAlice Lizee.
Jesse Minnefieldour custodian deserves a special
thanks. He always does so much preparation and
clean-up for our bazaars without complaint.

The biggest personal thanks goes to my husband,
Bev Wince who put up with all the extra
commotion at home that goes with preparation for
the bazaar and for all his valuable help every step of
the way.

—Sylvia Wince chair Holiday Bazaar 2006

Photos on this page by Judy Rengel.
Forum 9 November 2006



Turkey Day
Everyone is invited to the MVUUF Thanksgiving

Dinner (please bring a dish to share) on Sunday,
November 19. The traditional dinner will follow a
brief service at 11:00 AM—and it’s just around the
corner! Sign up sheets for food, set up and clean up
will be making the rounds during our November
services. If you miss signing up during the service,
look for the clipboard in the Gathering Space.

This year, we especially need people to help set up
tables after th&reg Greenwayconcert on the 18th.
You're staying up late anyway, right?

We also need side dishes! Last year we had plenty of
potatoes, turkey and dessert, but we ran out of side
dishes, stuffing and salad! So dust off those stuffing
recipes and get ready to commune together on
November 19th! Everyone is welcome and it is always
a great time! Contad€ate or Sean Halpinto

volunteer.

36th Annual

Friends of Planned Parenthood Book Fair

The Friends of Planned Parenthood raise thousands of
dollars for Planned Parenthood through their annual
Book Sale. This is the 36th Annual Book Fair and is
the largest and longest-running of its kind in Ohio. All
proceeds benefit Planned Parenthood Southwest Ohio
Region.

When: November 10, 11 & 12
Where: Montgomery County Fairgrounds

Cost: Admission $5.00 Friday and
FREE Saturday and Sunday
(Children under 12 are always free)

Hours: Friday, 10 AM—9 PM
Saturday, 10 AM—8 PM
Sunday, 10 AM—6 PM

Fellowship Gourmets
The next dinner for the Fellowship Gourmets will be:
Saturday, November 25 at 5:00 PM

Outback Steak House
937-434-6523
101 East Alex Bell Road, Centerville

Please RSVP t€yndi Reeves

Forum

Re-Committing to the Beloved Community:
Choosing Wisely

Potluck Dinner and Conversation
Wednesday, November 29
6:00-8:30 PM
Martha invites everyone to come to the Fellowship for
part two of this series of potluck discussions that
examine and celebrate how this religious community
enriches our lives and challenges us to live with more
intentionality. We'll eat, we’ll talk, we’ll have fun and
maybe learn something. What could be better on a
chilly November evening??

The subject of this evening’s discussion is “Choosing.”
How do we decide who to be in the world, who to be
with, and how to be together? What guides these
choices that we make and re-make every day?

The Ethical Humanist Society counselor Lois
Kellerman writes, “The world we live inis ... like an
open-ended maze, with paths that are just as apt to
dead-end or to lead us astray as they are to guide us to
our goals. In a maze, as in the real world clveose

our way through... Every choice we make affects the
direction of our life together. At the time we make
them, many of these choices may seem insignificant,
but they form a trail as we go along, like bread crumbs
along the floor of a mythological forest, leading us
back home to each other, as long as we’ve chosen
wisely.”

Come at 6:00 PM and bring a dish to share. The
conversation will begin around 6:30. We'll start with
an exercise examining significant choices we’ve made
in our personal lives and then we’'ll re-visit the
timeline story of this congregation with a focus on
some of these questions:

What patterns can we discern in the choices we've
made as individuals and as a community?

Do these choices support us or undermine us?
How do we make decisions as a community that
include everyone?

Are our choices consistent with our spiritual
needs?

What promises do we make to each other, and how
do we communicate them? Are they promises that
we can keep?

What needs and criteria guide our choices?

And how can we use these insights to choose
wisely in the future?

Hope to see you there!
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Chalicelight Gallery

Our autumn exhibits are an impressive array of
Fellowship talent! We have enjoyed selected works ¢
member artistinda Yodersince fall’s arrival and will
continue to enjoy her beautiful, poignant and season
arrangements through November 15.

“I have hoped that through my art work, | could draw
attention to environmental issues...My art work can 4
more effective by focusing on the beauty of our
environment—the curl of a leaf, the shape of a shell,
hope to inspire environmental awareness.”

Then from November 15 through December 31, long}t

time MVUUF membeMaury Wyckoffwill share with
us several new works that display his ongoing intere
water, landscapes and natural elements, as well as U
ways he has developed to present them employing
montages and translucent images.

Maury shares the show with fellow photograpBéir
Woody Bill and Maury have been working with Horva
Publishing (along with Fellowship memdeane
Mutter) on a soon to be released photography book
highlighting the special places and culture of the Mia
Valley, and their mutual interest led them to this
collaborative effort.

For more information or to arrange for purchase of a

—h

e
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nique

Mmi

—

contactJoan Albrecht Chalicelight Gallery Chair.

Forum

11

November 2006

Photo by Maury Wyckoff

Photo by Bill Woody



Concerning Social Concerns

Great Social Concerns Momentum
I'd like to thank everyone for all the contributions

you've made to Social Concerns in the last few months.

We have had a lot of successful and well-attended
events and | really appreciate the support that the
Social Concerns Committee has had from our MVUUF
community.

We have a lot of momentum right now, and there is so
much going on! One of our goals is to provide
opportunities for social action on many levels and in
many ways. We all have different interests and talents
when it comes to social action, so what we'd like to do
is provide a program that touches on four areas—
immediate needs, education, witnessing, and systemic
change.

Hopefully, with all these things to choose from, there is
something here for you! If not, we'd love to hear your
ideas and suggestions. There will be quite a few
activities coming up in the next two months. Please
join us—everyone is welcome!

—Kate Santucci

Provide a Job Seeker With Clothes That Work

Making Ends Meet:

A National Issues Forum Discussion

November 7 is Election Day. The ballot will include a
proposal to increase the minimum wage in the state. Is
mandating such an increase the right way to go? What
are the approaches the nation might take to address the
struggles of the working poor? What might we do?

The Social Concerns Committee is sponsoring a
discussion on this issue on Sunday, November 5 from
12:30-2:30 PM in the Founders’ Room. Lunch will be
provided; $2 donation per person will be appreciated.

Please sign-up to attend on the clipboard in the
Gathering Space. A discussion guide is available in
advance. Contaetlice Diebelfor more information.

Minimum Wage Discussion
Sunday, November 5
12:30—2:30 PM
Founders’ Room
$2 Lunch

As part of this quarter’'s human rights emphasis on the rights of théngqgor, we are supportir@othes That Work
throughout the month of November with a professional and work clothing drive. Clstibiodd be clean, in good repair,
on a hanger, and preferably less than five years old. Extra hangers avillilzble at the Fellowship for donations. Bring

your donations to the Fellowship and we’ll deliver them.

Clothes That Woris a locally based nonprofit corporation located@laJob Centetthat provides clothing suitable for

job interviews or the workplace. Its clients are referred through a rlebkqartners assisting disadvantaged job seekers.
The goal ofClothes That Worls to provide confidence and a new outlook on the future to job seekers througHingunse
on proper interview etiquette and a new outfit. Upon referral, customeigaecfull outfit suitable for interviewing at no

cost to them.

Garments donated should be appropriate for job interviews or the worlgpidciitable for the current season (fall or
winter). The emphasis is on more conservative wear suitable fori@visror the workplace. Business wear sought
includes suits, dress slacks and skirts, shirts, blouses, acceasdrses. In addition, work wear for medical settings,
chef whites, Dickey work pants, and work gloves are needed.

Greatest needs include:

For full information onClothes That Worknd a detailed donation guide, see www.clothesthatwork.org. Copies of the

donation guide will also be available at the Fellowship.

Questions? Contadlaureen O’Mearaor Ruth Rowley

Women'’s professional clothing in sizes 0-4;
Neutral color knee high hosiery;

Larger size professional clothing: women’s suits 16+, and men’s48its ClOt

Women'’s trouser socks and men'’s dress socks in black, brown, and ng=

Forum
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The Other Place

MVUUF has an ongoing commitment to serve lunchfa Other Plac€840 South Patterson Boulevard) on the second
Saturday of each montfihe Other Placés a day shelter with the mission of actively countering all causes and
conditions of homelessness through advocacy, education and service. Our eftbaigfeximately 200 people. Sign
up in the Gathering Space or in your Fellowship group meeting. C@itawt Doveror Lucy Kazyakto help or if you
are able to provide a menu item (15-20 servings). If you aren’t available dndapgccall Diane or Lucy to arrange an

alternative drop-off location or time. Additional on-site servers arecedlyeneeded—servers must sign up in advance.

Thanks toThe Community Classfor supplying the apple crisp dessert for October’'s meal. It is such énbljgerhen
a group provides one of the menu items. Ask your group leader how your small group couidlangkempact for
this project. A special thank you Ben Olivewho helps with clean-up.

Plan to help next o8aturday, November 11

November 11 Menu

Beef stew with carrots and other vegetal
Mashed potatoes

Fruit salad

Brownies

2% milk and 100% juice

es

Our social concerns collection this fall will go toward providing housing depiashelp at least one couple move out
of homelessness and into their own place. We will donate 30 percent of ourdmdigktion, including cash and all

checks marked “social concerns” in the memo line received during the Qdtlmyember and December services to
The Other Place for this cause. Please remember this importanttomenbduring the offertory and give generously.

Emily Upham Social Activist Award:

Nominations Requested

Emily Uphamwas a member of MVUUF who was a
social activist throughout most of her life. She
supported her vision for world peace and justice
through her profession, and by her volunteer efforts
with the United Nations, and many local organizations
including the World Federalists. The Emily Upham
award is presented annually to an MVUUF member
who has been involved in on-going professional and/
or volunteer activities in the community that support a
vision of a better world. Nominations for this award
will be accepted throughecember 15and should
include the reasons why you feel the person is
deserving of this award. Please submit your
nominations tdate Santuccior Heather Wendebr
place in the box on the information desk in the
Gathering Space. The Emily Upham award will be
presented at the January Congregational Meeting.
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Soup Supper — Got Bowls?

Are you a potter? Do you have friends who are
potters? Our ¥ Annual Soup Supper to benefit
hunger relief is scheduled for March 31, 2007. W
will need to collect about 125 to 150 handmade
bowils to give to participants on that date, which v
be filled with delicious soup from local restaurant

If you are a potter or have friends who are potters
now is the time to start making (or begging for)
those bowls to donate to this very worthy cause!

Last spring we had over 100 guests at our Soup
Supper event, and generated almost $2,500 to d
to hunger relief in the Miami Valley. We'd like to
top that this coming spring!

There are many jobs to do to prepare for this spe
event. If you can help, please contaoh Rismiller.
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Lifespan Religious Education

Evening Book Discussion Group

The Evening Book Discussion Group will meet at 7:00
PM on Tuesday, November 14Riane Dover'shouse.
Mountains Beyond Mountains: The Quest of Dr. Paul
Farmer, a Man Who Would Cure the Wobd Tracy
Kidder will be discussed. The December 12 meeting
will be at 6:30 PM at Kathleen Pennington's hol$e
Fountainheady Ayn Rand will be discussed. New
participants are welcome. Cont#etn Snivelyif you
would like more information.

Poetic Insights
Calling all poets, writers and other scribblers! Poetic

Insights meets at the Wince's house one Sunday a
month. Bring a sack lunch to eat at 1:00 PM and we
write at 1:30 PM. It can be a paragraph, a poem, prose,
a letter, or a stream of consciousness. We share what
we have written after writing for about a half hour. It is
always a surprise to discover how many ways a topic
can be portrayed. All who wish to participate are
invited. GiveSylviaor Bev Wincea call for directions.

November 5Ralf Grisard gives the prompt
December 17Carolyn Siebemives the prompt

Men's Group
The Men’s Group meets the first and third Sundays of

each month at 9:15 AM in the Richard Venus Library
for fellowship and discussion. All men age 16 and older
are welcome to attend.

Women'’s Group

The Women’s Group gathers every Sunday at 9:30
AM. Through November 26, a discussion of topics
from the boolkQuiet Mind, Fearless Heart: The Taoist
Path through Stress and Spirituality Brian Luke
Seaward is underwalarilyn Faulconer andBeryl
Schickerare co-facilitating this study. See the weekly
bulletin for the following week’s topic. All women are
welcome to participate. For further information, contact
Barbara Moreda

Worship Committee Meeting Schedule Changed

The worship committee now meets on the last Monday
of each month at 7:00 PM in the Founders’ Room. The
committee plans the worship services and all are
welcome to attend.

The next meeting will be November 27. All are
welcome. For more information, contddike
O'Brien.
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MVUUE Daytime Book Club

The Daytime Book Club meets on a Wednesday
(usually) each month at the Fellowship at 10:30 AM in
the Founders' Room. We discuss the book of the month
and then go to lunch together. This is an open group and
newcomers are welcome. Cont@&etrol Vincent

or Sylvia Wincefor further information.

On November 29, we will discu3$e Volcano Loveby
Susan Sontag.

There will be a special gathering to discuss our book on
December 14 (Thursday instead of Wednesday this
time). We’'ll have a potluck lunch &tarol Vincents

home and discuss Redbird Christmaby Fannie Flagg
starting at 10:30 AM. Call Carol for directions.

In January, we will discusSummer Sisterisy Judy
Blume.

Smart Choices

This group meets twice a month on Monday hights,
usually at the Fellowship from 7:30 PM until 9:00 PM.

It is open to any woman who would like to

attend. (Originally, we intended it to be for men and
women, but it turns out that only women come.) The
purpose of the group is to provide an opportunity to
enrich our lives in some way, gaining knowledge or just
having fun together. See if any of these scheduled events
interest you and just drop in. Or let us know your ideas.
Call Sylvia Wincefor more information.

November 13:We will meet aClaudia Bailey'shouse.

We will use crayons and markers to color in coloring
books or on paper. No particular skill required and all
materials will be provided.

November 27 Meet at the Fellowship in the library or a
classroom. Bring a joke to share.

December 11 Meet atJan Campbell'shouse to watch
“The Vicor of Dibley,” a video.

December 18:Meet at the Fellowship and bring “a
pound of something” (e.g. a pound of peanuts) as a
Christmas exchange. We are also celebrafilagidia
Bailey's birthdaythat evening. We love birthday parties!

January 10 Meet at the Fellowship. We will have a
Tupperware party.
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Persephone’s Ponderings

The ABC's of Gratitude

The holiday season is upon us, and this month we celebrate Thanksgiving. Here is a list of
26 things we can all be grateful for. These are things many of us enjoy, needehafred

from, and include many things we can find within our own congregation and faith
community. This holiday season whether alone, with a friend or partner, or asyg &tmil

down and make your very own “alphabet of gratitude.” Living with gratitudebeiist your
attitude and expand on the blessings in your life.

Blessings,
Persephone
I I
# #
$ $
% %
& &
( (
) )
+ +
/ /
0 0
1 1
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Community Class Schedule

The Community Class is an adult group that meets
every Sunday morning at 9:30—10:45 AM in the
Founders’ Room for fellowship and thought-provoking
discussion. A chance to let your hair down, speak your
mind or say nothing at all, without criticism. Up close
and personal. Please join us!

Sunday, November Hrescheduled from October 8)
“Close Encounters of the Dangerous Kind-er—
Why Was | Meant to Live?” Have you ever had a
near-death experience, or thought you might die, as in
a auto accident or serious illness? We'll share our ¢lose
calls, how we felt about them at the time and any
lessons we learned when facing our mortality.
Moderator:Elfi Purkey

Sunday, November 12

“Where Has the Community Gone?"Most of us
who are not young can remember times when we felt
more of a sense of community with people around us.
Robert Putnam'’s booBowling Alone examines this
issue. The book is filled with data showing that our
social capital or sense of community has declined since
the beginning of the last third of the 20th century. The
causes for this are not clear. There are isolated grqups
in which this sense of community is being regenerated.
See http://bowlingalone.com/150ways.htm for a list of
ways in which you can help build social capital.
Moderator:Tom Brown

Sunday, November 19

NO CLASS. Thanksgiving Dinner this Sunday—
details elsewhere in this issueTdfe FORUM See
you at the feast!

Sunday, November 26

“Why | Am a Unitarian Universalist.” Looking
back over our long or short histories in UU
communities, we’ll share our journeys to this point in
our lives—why we let go of the religions of our youth,
and why we have embraced a new way of looking at
life. We'll also hear from those raised as UUs and
those still exploring UUism.

Moderator:Lindy McDonough

World Religions Group

World Religions in the Miami Valley, an adult RE
offering, will meet on Thursday, November 9 at 7:30
PM at the Fellowship. We have begun our exploration
of Islam and new members are encouraged to read the
chapter on Islam in Huston Smith's bdidke World's
Religions For more information, contateslie
Woodward
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Calling All Teens!

YRUU (Young Religious Unitarian Universalists) will
be starting up on Friday, Novemberfiidm 7:00 to

10:00 PM at the Fellowship. This is a great opportunity
for our teens from age 14 to 18 to get together, get|to
know each other, have fun, and provide service to the
community. This month, we will bake desserts to be
served at The Other Place lunch (with liberal
opportunities for taste testing), and play some board
games. Bring your favorite CD to play and any favarite
games you have. We look forward to seeing you
there!!

—Ann Rismiller

Children’s and Youth November RE Schedule

K-5 6-12
Nov 5 | Class Youth Worship
Nov 12 | Class Class
Nov 19 | Thanksgiving Service & Dinner
Nov 26 | Children’s Chapel | Class

Children’s and Youth Workshop

Nancy Combs-Morgan, lifespan religious education
program consultant for the Heartland district, will legd
a special workshop for leadership and staff involved
with children’s and youth religious education on
Wednesday, November 8 at 6:30 PM at the Fellowghip.
This workshop will focus on the program’s vision and
mission, as well as help us define the various roles pnd
responsibilities of committees, volunteer leaders anpl
staff. Please plan to attend if you are interested in yputh
and children’s religious education and programming.
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Choir Practice 7:30 PM

I "% # 8% %

Panini Ministry (Panera) 11:00 AM

Panini Ministry (Panera) 11:00 AM
Board of Trustees 7:00 PM

Tessa & Ronald Wedding—Onsite 4:00 PM

Greg Greenway Concert7:00 PM

Men’s Group 9:15 AM

Women’s Group 9:30 AM
Community Class 9:30 AM

2" Principle: Let Justice Roll-Martha Hodges1 am
Minimum Wage & Lunch 12:30 PM
Poetic Insights 1:00 PNwince’s)

Thanks Be For TheseMartha Hodges1 Am
MVUUF Thanksgiving Dinner
CineManiacs—Neon Movies 5 PM

Social Concerns 7:00 PM

Program Council 7:00 PM

CUUPS 7:30 PM

ELECTION DAY
CUUPS 7:30 PM

Choir Practice 7:30 PM

Thanksgiving Holiday—office closed
(NoPanera Today)

Nancy Combs MorganLRE Meeting 7:00 PM
Choir Practice 7:30 PM

Panini Ministry (Panera) 11:00 AM

DR. TOM FIROR— Get Well-Stay Well
Presentation on better healtiv:30 PM

World Religions 7:30 PM

Fellowship Gourmets PM—Outback Steak
Drum Circle 7:00 PM

YRUU (Ages 14-18) 7:00-10:00 PM

Women’s Group 9:30 AM
Community Class 9:30 AM
Gifts of Childrer—Martha Hodges1 AM

The Other Place Meal 11:30 AM

Worship Committee 7:00 PM
Smart Choices 7:30 PM

Women’s Group 9:30 AM
Community Class 9:30 AM

Universalism for Unitarians-Chuck Thomas 11 AM

Orientation 12:30 PM (Rescheduled
CUUPS Meeting 12:30 PM
Music Committee 12:30 PM

Daytime Book Club 10:30 AM
Beloved Community Potluck6:00 PM
Choir Practice 7:30 PM

Panini Ministry (Panera) 11:00 AM

Smart Choices—offsite

December Forum deadline
Evening Book Discussion—offsite

INTERWEAVE 7:00 PM
Choir Practice 7:30 PM

Upcoming Events
AWE Christmas Play—December 10
Wassail—December 10
Christmas Service—Calen RayneDecember 24—11 AM
Candlelight Christmas Eve—December 24—6 PM
New Year’'s Party—December 31




