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Of Cabbages and Kings: Advent for Children and the Rest of Us

In the Christian tradition, Advent is a month of prayer and joyful anticipat
leading up to the birth of Jesus. Christian or not, we can all appreciate the
pleasure of waiting for something much desired.

In my distinctly non-Christian family, we celebrated the coming of Ghastin a
big way. We three children took turns opening the windows of an Advent  [==
calendar—the more glitter on it, the better—to reveal a surpriseimay day: |
a teddy bear, a candy cane, a candle. The image on'tta@5vas always one |
the nativity scene. This ritual helped us to count the days until Chsisbhua
more importantly, it increased our feelings of anticipation. Christmas leeca
more important because we had waited for it with such excitement andli¢iaene
exquisite pleasure of delayed gratification.

Martha Hodges

I was lucky enough to grow up in a family that baked fruitcakes, that madeeatyiead house from
scratch, that displayed a beautiful créche, that painted our own wraggpagfor Christmas gifts.
There were lots of traditional activities that we did togethex fasnily... my family of loners that did
not normally do things together. In this way, we marked the days leading up tm@kras special, a
time out of normal time.

So what is it, exactly, that we await with such hope during the time admi@\For the youngest among
us, it may be the presents. As | recall, though, it was really not about teatpries me, even as a
child. It was about the Christmas story itself and the sense that sometsitegious and wonderful
was coming. | never believed in the literal truth of a baby god born to a virginbeligved fully in
thefeelingbehind the story. | intuitively understood that this was a story abounigsmgranted, about
the hope for miracles, the wish for something extraordinary to occur, perhitesform of a terrifying
angel descending to be among us to tell us not to fear, and the possibility tliahgmpoor and
rejected, might turn out to be everything we most need and desire.

Over the years, I've sometimes lost touch with the holiness of Advensti@as comes too quickly
and the weeks preceding have been occupied with final exams, shopping or otherydeniuzgl
activities. There doesn’t seem to be time to perform the old rituals ofpatitbn and my family is
scattered around the country. But I still buy myself an Advent calendarstend b Christmas music
during this month.

I hope that during December, you will be able to discover or re-discover isis sewondrous
anticipation. Try to shed the exhaustion, the cynicism, the commercialisngkana moment to ask
yourself what it is you hope for. What we long for can teach us who we are. Howewvenderstand
Divinity or Goodness or Ultimate Reality, try imagining what it woulel fike to believe that this was
coming to you, that every day brought closer to fulfillment a promise of thahwou long for—
whether that be forgiveness, a sense of belonging in the universe, adé@eare, a world of justice
and mercy, the conviction that you are loved for who you truly are. The authors dirisia@ gospels
knew human nature. They knew that these are things that we long for and-¢hibsepsiomises of the
Jesus story. We don’t have to believe in the historic or theological agaifrthe story to believe in its
spiritual authenticity.

I wish us all a deeply meaningful Christmas season.

—Martha Hodges,Interim Minister

VISION STATEMENT We are a welcoming spiritual congregation encounggone another on our personal
journeys, embracing diversity, nurturing communéyd working together for social justice. We adiiygromote
the liberal religious principles of the Unitarianfiversalist Association.




Sunday, December 3—11:00 AM

Engaging Our Third Principle: Acceptance of One AnothefMartha Hodges

Martha will consider our theological diversity and what it meanss: Are there limits to what one can believe and still
be a Unitarian Universalist? What is spiritual growth, anyveayl how are we supposed to encourage it in one another?
And why should we care about the state of someone else’s sppécially if their beliefs are incompatible with our
own?

Sunday, December 10—11:00 AM

Readers’ Theatre PresentatienAlternative Worship Experience (AWE)

The MVUUF Thespians will present Truman Capotéel©LIDAY MEMORIES,”adapted for stage by Russell
Mandenbroucke. The play’'s second act, “A Christmas Memory” will be ipeei. Be sure to post your favorite
memory on our “Holiday Memory Sharing Board” outside the office. We'lisskiaese memories as part of this
alternative worship experience.

Sunday, December 10—5:30 PM

Wassail!

All are welcome! Bring a dessert to share. We'll enjoy a light dian&:30, followed by a program of music and fun
that leads right into wassail and dessert. Then we will gather aroundtizeguid sing Christmas carols!

Sunday, December 17—11:00 AM

Season of Grace-Martha Hodges

Christmas, Hanukkah and the Winter Solstice all mark the miraclenvfréiturning to a darkened world. One way to
look at this is that the universe continues to renew and nurture lffgedesr human failings, whether we deserve it or
not. The concept of “grace” is one that many among us may not be comfortdibte @ven recognize. Yet grace—
unearned goodness—is all about us, bringing us renewal and light even in thetoades

Sunday, December 24—11:00 AM

From Bethlehem to Jerusalem: Jesus and the LabyrintiiRev. Calen Rayne

We will reflect on the birth of Jesus, the Cosmic Christ and sgirgsarrection. Labyrinths can symbolize a pilgrimage
to "New Jerusalem" or a womb in which to birth a new spiritual identity. An 18-faamt€hreplica Labyrinth will be
available to walk after the service. Former MVUUF member Calm& minister of the Wisdom Tabernacle in Black
Mountain, NC, has an MFA from Naropa University, and is in the dissertation phteeDMin program at Wisdom
University. Calen “circuit-rides” for UU congregations and is a Sf&as-certified labyrinth facilitator.

Sunday, December 24—7:00 PM Evening Service

Traditional Candlelight Christmas Eve-Martha Hodges

We will sing carols, share readings, listen to some beautiful musicgimiéddime candles in this celebration of the
mystery that is Christmas Eve. While this service honors at@risoliday, you do not have to be a practicing Christian
to join in the spirit of this evening.

Monday, December 25—1:00 PM

Traditional Christmas Dinner

All are welcome to this potluck turkey dinner. Bring a dish to share and dwgaliriner, games and other holiday fun.
Look for the sign up sheets in the Gathering Space. But even if you didn't sign up andiymufahlike to be with
your Fellowship family that day, please do come and share dinner and friendshijil ¥é¢ at 2:00 sharp!

Sunday, December 31—11:00 AM

Gone in a Flash—Martha Hodges

Time feels like a magical phenomenon. Some days it stretches befothast\end; other days it whizzes past and we
can barely keep up with it. The calendar announces yet another new year dnadighitstturn again to the question
asked by the poet Mary Oliver: “What is it you plan to do with your one wild a@qus life?”
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Everyone reading this is cordially invited to come and

celebrate the ordination of our Interim Minister,
Martha Hodges, on Sunday, January 7, 2007, at
4:00 PM at the Fellowship.

The ordination of a minister is an honor reserved for
congregations in our Unitarian Universalist traditioI.

In most denominations, ordination, the ceremony i
which someone officially becomes a minister, is

performed by the governing body of the denomination.
The UUA does things a bit differently. The UUA does

indeed ensure that a would-be minister is fully

gualified before awarding him or her “fellowship.” At

this point, the person becomes a minister. The ser
of ordination is a kind of endorsement by a
congregation, “calling” that person into professiona

ministry. In our tradition of congregational polity, the

authority to minister comes from the people, not a

ce

central bureaucracy. Our congregation voted to ordain

Martha at the congregational meeting last June.

The ordination of a minister is an opportunity for a
congregation to affirm its place in our Unitarian
Universalist history and tradition. It is also an
opportunity for a congregation to display itself at its

best to denominational representatives and the larger
community. This is a significant and solemn event as

well as a joyous and proud occasion for both Marth
and this congregation. There will be a reception
following the service.

Please come and help us to celebrate!

Martha in action, photo by Judy Rengel

a
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MVUUE STAFFE

Martha Hodges Interim Minister
Office Hours: Daily except Tuesday; call for apgaient.
Email: martha.hodges@sbcglobal.net

Dale Bockhorst Bookkeeper
Email: dalebockhorst@yahoo.com

Jeanette Filbrun Choir Director
Choir Practice Wednesdays, 7:30 PM
Email: musicfil@aol.com

Barbara Kelley Administrator
Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 9:00 AM—3:00 PM
Email: admin@mvuuf.org

Jesse Minnefield Custodian

PersephongDirector of Lifespan Religious Education
Office Hours: Sunday AM and by appointment
Email: mvuuf-dire@excite.com

2006-2007 MVUUF Board of Trustees

Kriss Gang Dave Rengel
President Vice President
Scott Leonard Bill Wendel
Treasurer Secretary

Greg Reese Alysoun Taylor

Trustee-at-Large Trustee-at-Large

Gail Cyan
Program Council Trustee/Chair

Program Council

Genevieve Harvey
LRE Rep

Gary Courts
Public Relations Rep

Joe Law
Communications Rep

Gail Cyan
Program Council Chair

Barbara Moreda
Activities Rep

George Henderson
Membership Rep

Carol Narigon
Music Rep

Ruth Rowley
Worship Rep

Joe Zimmerman
Operations Rep

Kate Santucci
Social Concerns Rep

The FORUM

The FORUMIs published monthly by the Miami Valley
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, 8690 Yankee Stre
Dayton, OH 45458. Subscription price is $20 anyuaid
is included in membershifhe FORUMs edited by
Barbara Kelley(admin@mvuuf.org). Thank you for help
from Joe Law(Communications Rep{zeorge Henderson
(Mailer) andCarol Narigon (Proofreader)The next
Forum deadline is December 18The deadline for the
Sunday bulletin is 10:00 AM on the preceding Monday
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Council, Board and District

Summary of Program Council Meeting of November 6

The Council unanimously approved the appointment of
Genevieve Harvey as LRE Representative to fill the
remaining term vacated by Bonnie Bazill-Davis; and
George Henderson as Membership Representative to
fill the remaining term vacated by Amanda Matthias-
Caton.

Gail Cyan reported that the current bylaws do not
clarify term expirations for current members of the
Nominating Committee because those members were
elected prior to the adoption of the current bylaws. She
also reported that the Nominating Committee members
expected their terms to continue until January 2008
(three members) and January 2009 (three members).
Therefore, the Program Council will not need to name
candidates until Fall 2007.

Joe Zimmerman requested that Martha’s ordination on
January 7 at 4:00 PM be added to the calendar.

Scott Leonard will advise Sherry McAndrew on how to
personally fund the monthly service fee for Volgistics,
the web-based volunteer management service she will
be using. George Henderson will begin developing the
membership policies required in the bylaws. Gail will
forward the volunteer job description outline to the
Program Council. Program Council members will
complete the outlines for their positions before the next
Program Council meeting and circulate them via email.

The Program Council discussed the idea of an annual
church survey, the roles of ushers and greeters, the
Appreciative Inquiry process proposed by Martha, and
the need for policy for affiliate groups.

Recommendations to the Board

The Program Council recommended that the Board
make the terms of the current Nominating
Committee members official.
The Program Council recommended that the Board
discuss the potential value of an annual church
survey conducted near the end of the fiscal year.
The Program Council recommended that the Board
create policies for affiliate groups at the
Fellowship.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherry McAndrew

Summary of Special Board Meeting Of October 24

Ms. Cyan moved that the board approve the proposed
template for defining volunteer leadership governance
positions for the new governing model. Alysoun Taylor
seconded and the motion passed.

Scott Leonard moved to approve the Ministerial Letter
of Agreement with the changes discussed and agreed to
by consensus, contingent on the Ministerial Search
Committee’s review and endorsement. Gail Cyan
seconded and the motion passed.

Respectfully submitted,
Kriss Gang

Summary of Board Meeting of November 16

The ad hoc conflict management task force presented
their report. Details were discussed and the plan
continues to evolve, but it was generally well received
by the Board.

Bill Wendel moved to approve an additional $30 per

week through the January Congregational meeting
(through this budgetary period) to fund additional
childcare for 3 hours each Sunday. Greg Reese seconded
and the motion carried.

Dave Rengel moved to accept the Nominating
Committee terms of office as follows:

The terms for Iris Carter, Mike Nelson and Vinny
Marshall expire February 2008.

The terms for Kate Halpin, Bonnie Thompson and
David Cobb expire February 2009.

Mr. Wendel seconded and the motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,
Bill J. Wendel

Save Trees

Did you know that you can view the UUA
congregational mailings as well as the Heartland UU
district congregational mailings online? These mailings
are no longer being distributed to board and program
council members on paper (except by special request).
Please see the packets of information online. Heartland’s
can be found at www.heartlanduu.org and the UUA’s
mailings are filed together at www.uua.org/news/
congpacket/. The websites are a wealth of information
and resources for leadership.

Congregational Meeting Scheduled

Voting members should plan to attend the congregational meeting schextufeshdlay, January 14 at 12:30 PM. Our
agenda will include votes to approve the final 2006-2007 budget, as well as board andepgssntation. See the

slate of candidates elsewhere in this newsletter.

Forum
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Denominational Affairs Update

Belonging to a larger organization has advantages
when it comes to following national affairs. One
example is the action network of the UUA
(www.uua.org/uuawo) which helps members keep up
on information pertinent to our interests.

Right now, the UUA encourages letters to legislators
regarding the program of warrantless electronic
surveillance conducted by the president and National
Security Agency. It will be considered in the “lame
duck” session of Congress and will be before the
Senate (passed the House). The UUA strongly opposes
the program. Other information from the UU Justice
action network is on legislation on reproductive rights
and assistance for international issues.

The UUA has developed a group on “Congregation
Based Community Organizing.” This group is to work
on developing a network of groups (churches, unions,
civic groups, etc.) who are interested in promoting
communication and cooperation through a larger
coalition. A packet has been developed and individual
congregations are encouraged to be a part of this.

Dates to remember: the certification of our
membership number is due to the UUA by February 1.
The number we send in determines our “Fair Share”
amount (dues) for next year.

Also—General Assembly is coming up in June of

2007. It will be held in Portland and includes a pre-GA
gathering for leaders. One proposed congregational
study/action issue is “Moral Values for a Pluralistic
Society.” Any input we have on proposed issues needs
to be in by mid-February (via a congregational poll).

By being part of a denomination, we can have a larger
impact!

—Sharon Harmer,
Denominational Affairs

UUs in Santa Fe

Join Unitarian Universalists in Santa Fe, New Mexico,
on March 10—18, 2007. Pause, reflect, and meditate,
see ancient Indian sites, experience art of Georgia
O’Keeffe, walk a labyrinth, try a native sweat lodge,
and soak in hot springs. Wouldn't this be a great way to
welcome spring after a long winter?

The retreat is led by Rev. Wayne Walder and Beverly
Carr of Neighbourhood UU Congregation in Toronto.
See www.nuuc.ca for more details.

Forum

Attend the January Congregational Meeting

The term for current board officers and council
representatives will end on February 28, 2007, and the
next term of office will begin March 1, 2007. Voting
members are responsible for approving the nominees
at theCongregational Meetingscheduled for

Sunday, January 14at 12:30 PM All voting

members should attend this important meeting. Other
agenda items will include approval of the final 2006-
2007 budget. The full agenda will be posted to the
MVUUF newslist by mid-December. Contact the
office if you need a paper copy of the agenda.

The MVUUF Nominating Committee is pleased to
announce the following slate of candidates. Nominees
for the Activities and Social Concerns representative
positions had not been identified at the time of this
printing.

Slate of Candidates

Kriss Gang President

Dave RengelVice President

Scott Leonarg Treasurer

Bill Wendel, Secretary

Greg ReeseTrustee-at-Large

Alysoun Taylor Trustee-at-Large

Joan Albrecht Program Council Chair
Genevieve Harve\LRE Representative

George HendersonMembership Representative
Jay Snively Public Relations Representatii@&ternal)
Don Kazyak Endowment Trustee

TBA Activities Representative

TBA Social Concerns Representative

Sunday Announcements

The worship associate will read brief announcements
that are left in the “Announcement Folder,” kept on the
bookcase in the front office. Let the worship associate
know if you would like to make the announcement
yourself.
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President’s Letter

Holiday greetings to all. | sincerely hope that you are finding your way througlothercialized clutter of the season,
at least enough to enjoy time with family and friends. By the time thisZ0G6 issue of the Forum hits your mail box,
the Gang household will be awash in the spirit of the season with our fesizIChristmas trees, several dozen
smaller ones and a quantity of festive lighting that would put a smile oyp BA&L stockholder’s face. Anyone who
visits our home this time of year understands that we embracenhbigtiyear...a lot!

The hectic pace of the season certainly has not bypassed the FellowsHipmése size of this month’s newsletter. But
the good news about MVUUF is that the same could be said about every seasarerampogth of the year. | have
always boasted to my friends throughout the UUA that the volume and pacevity attMVUUF is far greater in
proportion than the size of our congregation would suggest.

It is exactly this quality about us that has carried us through this battulliffind empowering transition in ministries.
Consider what this congregation has accomplished in just one year:

Through her tireless efforts, soon to be Rev. Martha Hodges has led, and giughed, us onto our transitional
journey to explore our past, imagine our future, acknowledge our weaknesseslda our strengths.

We changed our entire governance structure and completely rewrote ous byldare already reaping the positive
benefits from this significant structural change.

We elected and have supported an amazing ministerial search camwfitidnas, through our congregational packet
which we have all had a part in completing, positioned MVUUF to attract mahle ministerial candidates, of
which one will be our next minister.

In June, the congregation unanimously voted to sup@tatement of Human Righdad set us on a course to work
for and raise awareness of social justice inequities in our commgnitglhas the world. Since June, MVUUF has
raised hundreds of dollars, expanded human rights issues discourse anda@utidaytton to Darfur, and we are
only just getting started.

We have reignited the MVUUF music program and have seen the emergeneabivorking formula for
sponsoring awe-inspiring and diverse concerts featuring amazingaiaigists. These concerts have drawn in not
only our own members but also non-members from across the Miami Valley.

To me, this is a remarkable list of accomplishments. In my UUA wankn’ contact with dozens of UU churches and
have been exposed to impressive stories of UU Practices and Princgudéisiin and yet | am still amazed at what the
people of this congregation do. If you want to see what I'm talking about in aatiend the next Program Council
meeting and | guarantee you'll be amazed.

Times of transition are times of choices and MVUUF has had to make manthevast18 months: some easy, some
not so easy. | believe that we have made the right choices when it haedhatost and that we have embraced this
time of change to really look at who we are as a faith community, recogaized are not perfect and move forward
with the conviction, commitment, tenacity and heartfelt belief thatreidere to stay, here to grow and here to make the
voice Unitarian Universalism heard throughout the Miami Valley.

Enjoy this time of year for celebration and reflection.
—Kriss Gang

Recognition of long-time MVUUF members (left) before ejoying Thanksgiving dinner (right). Photos by Judy Rengel
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News from the Program Council

One of the goals of the Program Council is to keep the
larger congregation informed about the events under
way around the Fellowship—both past activities and
opportunities for future involvement. When the
Program Council met on November 6, 2006, area
representatives provided the following reports to be
shared with the congregation.

ACTIVITIES—Barbara Moreda

The Halloween Party was the best one yet ... according
to many of the participants. Next year we have even
bigger plans. Shannon and Dave Harper did a great job
with it. Thanks go to Sean and Kate Halpin for the
awesome job they did on the Thanksgiving Dinner,

with our help! Wassail will be a bit different this year

in that we will have a light supper at 5:30, with music
starting at 6:30, then Wassail and dessert to follow.
Carol Narigon is looking for Christmas dinner helpers.

COMMUNICATIONS (Internal)—Joe Law

| continue to moderate several of the MVUUF Yahoo
groups and help people manage their memberships. In
addition | am still working to identify all such groups in
order to make them better known to members of the
Fellowship and make it easier for people to join. Many
thanks to Sherry McAndrew for taking the minutes of
the November 6 Program Council meeting in my
absence!

LRE—Persephone

The children’s and youth RE programming is going
very well. A YRE Committee meeting and follow-up
RE Workshop were held in November with Nancy
Combs-Morgan, district LRE Program Consultant. We
worked on our RE vision and mission and discussed
roles, responsibilities and working relationships
between various committees, volunteer and staff
positions.

MEMBERSHIP—Judy Rengel
(filling in for Amanda Matthias-Caton)

Count as of 11/5/06

Associate Members: 26
Voting Members: _172
Total Members: 198

A correction to a member posted incorrectly as VM
should have been an AM—the correction is included in
above numbers.

PUBLIC RELATIONS—Gary Courts
There is no significant activity to report at this time.
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MUSIC—Carol Narigon

Share your love of music! The choir rehearses at 7:30
every Wednesday night. The drum circle will take a
break in December, but will resume in January. Some
people have expressed an interest in starting a folk-
singing group. If you'd like to be involved in music at
the Fellowship, talk to me. The music committee is
always looking for members and ideas.

SOCIAL CONCERNS—Kate Santucci

We have several projects going on during the holidays.
Look for the mitten tree in the Gathering Space, and
bring in new mittens, gloves, hats and scarves to hang
on the branches. We will take all the donations to The
Other Place after New Year’s. The teens will be
collecting money for their annual Holiday Sharing
project as well!

WORSHIP—Ruth Rowley

All are welcome to attend the worship committee
meetings. See your bulletin for meeting listings. At each
meeting, prior Sunday morning services are reviewed
and plans are made for future services. A mission
statement is being developed. Other aspects of the
Sunday morning services are discussed. Special dates to
consider: Martha Hodges’ ordination on January 7,

2007; Michael Dowd visit on May 20, 2007.

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR—Sherry McAndrew

I have consolidated volunteer information for the
Fellowship and a written version will be available this
month. It's clear that we have so many people
contributing, in so many different ways and in so many
different areas of the Fellowship! Thank you, MVUUF,
for all you do!

Alex Moredabraves the weather to pre-rinse the dishes! Photudy Rengel
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Keeping Up With Members

Many Thanks
There aren’t enough thank yous to go around at

MVUUF. We could not keep the Fellowship going
without the help of so many. Here are a few of the
many thanks we owe: ThanksRath Rowley for

kindly driving a new member to service. Thank you to
LesaandGail Cyan for maintaining our labyrinth all
summer. Thank you tdudy Rengefor redesigning all
the orientation forms. Thank you £gnn Rismiller for
forming the youth group. Thank you for all the
spectacular musiCarol Narigon, Joe Zimmerman
andGenevieve HarveyThank you_esa Cyarand

John Crockfordfor learning to work our sound room.
Thank youPat SantucciandJoe Zimmermarfor
rewriting our sound policies. Thanks@muck Thomas
for a moving sermon on Universalism. Thank you to all
involved in any way in Children’s and Youth RE
programming—for your flexibility! Thank you to
Yolanda CroomsandLinda Yoderfor designing and
sending Thanksgiving invitations to visitors. Thanks to
Yolanda for donating the envelopes and other
stationery. Thank you tdudy & Dave Rengelor
labeling last month’s Forum. Thank you to the
Halloween party helpers, especigfzannon & Dave
Harper and the Thanksgiving Dinner volunteers,
especiallySean & Kate Halpith Special thank you to

all who wrote letters of recommendation for Martha’s
ministerial package.

At a recent service, Volunteer CoordinaBtrerry
McAndrewthanked all the volunteers who keep the
church running, many times without any thanks or any
notice at all. For those whose help is so necessary, yet
so easy to overlook, and you know who you are—we
send an especially warm thank you!

Thanksgiving Service, photo byJudy Rengel
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New Bench

Warm and sincere thanksMary Coonrodfor
donating the beautiful reflection bench. The lovely
addition looks great in our Gathering Space and will
be enjoyed for years to come. Special thani3aee
Rengelfor assembling the beautiful bench.

Hold In Your Heart
We send our love t8ylvia & Bev Winceas they deal
with numerous family heartaches.

We were sad to learn that David Slivken’s sister passed
away in October and offer our heartfelt sympathy to
David & Bridgid Slivkenand family.

We remembekaurel & Warren Herminghausenwith
love as they continue to recover from their recent
illnesses.

Congratulations!

Mary Coonrodwelcomed a new grandbaby on
November 3 when her daughter gave birth to Lauren
Grace Brown.

Chris & Colleen Badenhogre proud new parents of
son Reed Francis Badenhop, born November 13.

New Member Procedure

New Member Recognition will now take place at the
service on the first Sunday of every month. When
potential members have met the membership
requirements, they will be introduced at the service on
the next “first Sunday.” New members who are
celebrated have attended a Welcoming Session, filled
out their intake form, submitted a pledge form and are
ready to sign the red book. This is a significant
commitment, so welcome our new members with gusto!
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Photos byMaury Wyckoff

Membership Status?
Our bylaws outline the MVUUF membership types. Do you know your personal memnbstatus? Call Barbara Kelley
in the office (436-3628) if you have questions or wish to change your status.

Voting Member Associate Member Member Emeritus Youth Member
18 years of age or older 18 years of age or older 18 years of age or oldeess than 18 years of age
Completed orientation Completed orientation Named by the board inCompleted orientation

recognition of his or her

Signs membership book | Signs membership book Loonnatlirg}iigggﬁésﬁl\r}ﬂr&% Sighs membership book as

as “voting member” as “associate member” “youth member"

Accepts and honors Accepts and honors No financial or service Accepts and honors financial
financial and service financial and/or service | obligation to MVUUF and/or service commitments 10
commitments to MVUUF, commitments to MVUUF MVUUF

attends congregational
business meetings, has
voting rights, may serve
in elected MVUUF
leadership positions
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Announcements

Wassail!

Here we come a'wassailing!

Mark your calendars for Sunday, December 10 at 5:30
when we celebrate our annual Wassail. We'll enjoy a
light dinner at 5:30, followed by a program of music
and fun that leads right into wassail and dessert. We'll
provide the dinner, you provide the decadent dessert
and goodies to go with the delicious wassail punch
(alcoholic or non). This is the time to show off your
holiday baking skills. After we've stuffed ourselves, we
gather around the piano and sing Christmas carols.
Bring the whole family and join in this enchanting
traditional celebration!

Send UUSC Holiday Cards

The 2006 Unitarian Universalist Service Committee
holiday greeting cards are now available! We can be
proud of this organization dedicated to protecting
human rights and advancing social justice in the United
States and around the world. Your holiday card
purchase will help UUSC create a world free from
oppression and injustice, where all can realize their full
human rights.

Look for Sylvia Wince who will have the new UUSC
holiday greeting cards in the Gathering Space during
coffee hour throughout the holiday season. The cards
are $8.00 for a package of 10 and there are three lovely
designs.

CineManiacs—December 17

If you're wild about art films, join CineManiacs the
third Sunday every month at The Neon Movies for the
4:30-5:30ish showing. The title and time will be sent on
the Thursday prior to the Sunday event. Everyone is
welcome!

After the movie we meet in the Neon lobby café for
fellowship and a discussion. Questions or if you would
like to be added to the CineManiacs emalil list, call
Trudy Krisheror Lindy McDonough

MVUUE Christmas Dinner

Please join your MVUUF family for Christmas dinner
on Monday, December 25. We will gather about 1:00
PM and plan to eat at 2:00 PM sharp. A couple of us
roast delicious turkeys every year, and the rest of you
bring potluck dinner to share. (Phil and Joe also wear
wonderful frilly aprons, but you didn't hear it from
me.) After dinner, some of us stick around and play
games and socialize with a little bit of sherry. You'll
find the sign-up sheet in the Gathering Space. Signing
up will help us know how many chairs to set up, but if
you don't sign up, and you find you'd like to be with
us that day, please do come and share dinner and
friendship. If you'd like more information or would

like to help or RSVP, call or email me.

—Carol Narigon

Share Your Holiday Memories!

lllustration by Beth Peck

your memory with your faith family.

We all have memories of holidays past, maybe Christmas, maybe some otheréa@idaAWE invites you to
share a memory or two as we celebrate the holidays this year. Look fordida§HViemory Sharing Board” in
the Gathering Space, and post your favorite memory on the board. You can put your name ormpittgonot
name on it, but please help us celebrate those memories that make us wiasvewng, caring people.

Truman Capote’s HOLIDAY MEMORIES
Adapted for stage by Russell Mandenbroucke
Act II, “A Christmas Memory”
A Readers Theater Presentation
Starring our own MVUUF Thespians
Sunday, December 10, 11:00 AM Service

A Holiday Gift from Alternative Worship Experience (AWE)

Celebrate the spirit of the season. Be a part of the celebration of otiHolalay Memaories” by sharing

Forum 10
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New Year's Eve Stone Soup and Bread Lunch!

Where: MVUUF

When: Sunday, December 31
Time: 12:45 PM

Cost: Suggested donation

$5 for adults and youth 12 and up,
$3 for children

Why: Raise $ for bread for elderly
Unitarians in Romania

Bring family and friends!

UUs in Florida

Photo by Maury Wyckoft Due to major renovations, the Southeast UU Winter
Institute in Miami (SWIM) will actually be held in the
historic West Palm Beach area. SWIM's annual
intergenerational retreat for UUs and like-minded
people of all ages happens every year from December
26th through Jan 1st.

Chalicelight Gallery

We are pleased to feature the works of MVUUF
membemMaury Wyckoffand fellow photographer
Bill Woody through the end of the year. Be sure to
take a look at Maury’s new works that display his
ongoing interest in water, landscapes and natural
elements, as well as unique ways he has developdd to
present them employing montages and translucen
images. See Bill's collection of striking black-and-
white photographs and color pieces featuring
landscapes near and far.

SWIM offers south Florida sunshine, outdoor
adventures (including tours, hikes, paddling),
workshops (including spirituality and personal
growth), programs for families, singles, youth, teens,
and young adults, fantastic food, and a new
community of friends from across the continent.

Bill and Maury have been working with Horvath
Publishing (along with Fellowship memb@ane _ _
Mutter) on a soon-to-be-released photography bodgk SWIM with UUs from all over North America.

highlighting the special places and culture of the This year's theme Sacred Spacesee more online at

Miami Valley, and their mutual interest led them to www.swimuu.org. SWIM is a member in good
this collaborative effort. standing of CU2C2, the Council of Unitarian

Universalist Camps & Conferences, an Independent
Affiliate of the Unitarian Universalist Association.

Play, laugh, sing and celebrate New Year's Eve at

Join Maury and Bill for arrtists Reception after the

service on December 3. Join MVUUE CUUPS

CUUPS (Covenant of Unitarian Universalist Pagans)
General Assembly After Party meets on the first and third Tuesdays at the
Five Alaskan UU Fellowships invite you to eco- Fellowship at 7:30 PM and on the second Sundays
cultural programs in June right after the Portland following service. All are welcome! Join our Yahoo
General Assembly or in July 2007. Seertha group: mvuuf_cuups@yahoogroups.com. Contact
Alaska! With UU home-stays in Anchorage, Cyndi Reeves
Fairbanks, Seward, Juneau and Sitka, UUs host parties
and lead tours. Visit Tlingit and Inupiat Native Here are the topics for December meetings.
Alaskans, see wildlife including bears, moose,
caribou, whales, sea otters and sea lions. Visit Denali Tuesday, December 5, 7:30 P\ichetypes presented
and three other national parks. by Julie Konick, Ph. D.
Led by Rev. Dick & Mary Weston-Jones, for thé"12 Sunday, December 10, 12:30 PiMle History Lore
year. See additional details on the website at
www.wuurld.org or call 888-998-8753. The Tuesday, December 19, 7:00 Pivle Celebration
reservation deadline is February 28. "Returning Light"
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Drum Circle Night at MVUUF

Join us at 7:00 PM on the fourth Saturday of the

month (except December), to shake a rattle, pound a
drum, chant, dance and make a noise! All are welcome
and wanted.

Bring your own drum or percussion instruments, or
there will be extras to share. Join us in the Founders’
Room to get your groove on! Our next Drum Circle
will be January 27.

—Ann Rismiller

Calling All Grocery Shoppers

Do you shop at Kroger or Dorothy Lane? Your
purchases can earn 4-5% for the Fellowship without
costing you a cent.

The Fellowship buys Dorothy Lane cards at a 5%
discount; however, until you buy them, they’re a
Fellowship loss rather than a source of income.
Dorothy Lane also offers@ood Neighborprogram

that sends a yearly check for purchases by Fellowship
members. Forms are now available in the Gathering
Space.

As always, Kroger cards are also available for $5 initial
purchase including $5 in merchandise. Purchase one
and then recharge it for all your purchases; the
Fellowship receives 4% on all recharges.

—NMaureen O’Mearg Grocery Cards Chair

UU Church Tour

The First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara will
host a four-day tour July 15-17, 2007, and a lifetime
opportunity to experience Niagara Falls up-close and
from every perspective, (even safely riding in a
tethered balloon). Adventurers can hike down the
Niagara gorge, dip their toes in the rapids or visit one
of the nation’s newest casinos. Explore our rich
historical, cultural and architectural heritage too—with
knowledgeable, local UUs as your personal guides.

Our church is located a short walk from the Falls. We
reserve the best commercial bed and breakfast inns for
our guests. The church operates a hospitality center
offering refreshments and a chance to rest or visit.
Enjoy dinner parties at our church and lively
conversations with your new UU friends. The cost of
$500 per person includes everything—three nights
accommodations, meals, all entrance fees, local
transportation, and guided tours of the finest area
attractions. For more information, visit www.uunex.net
or call 716-791-4453.

Forum 12

New-Fashioned Gift Giving

Holiday gift giving has become
overemphasized and increasingly
commercialized. The average American
spends months paying off holiday credi
card debt, which can take the joy out of

giving.

There are many options to tame consumerism, be
better for the environment and increase the joy. Ngn-

material gifts can often express the love and friendship
in ways that material things cannot.

Some gift ideas:

Make an audio tape of an older family member
(grandparent?) and make copies for every grandchi

Make a certificate for a specific number of houls
of yard work, or some other work.

Make a certificate for a back or foot massage—
both. (I love this one!)

Kids can make a “job flower” with each petal
being a specific job.

For young adult children, make a cookbook of all
the favorite family recipes.

Teach a skill, share an experience, craft something
homemade, give a donation in someone’s honor.

d.

-or

There are many more ideas. Get creative and have fun!

—Linda Yoder

Fellowship Gourmets
The next dinner for the Fellowship Gourmets will be:
Saturday, December 30 at 6:00 PM.

El Meson Restaurante
937-859-8229
903 E. Dixie Drive, West Carrollton
www.elmeson.net

Please RSVP t€@yndi Reeves.

Welcoming Session Every Third Sunday
Our next Welcoming Session (orientation) will be hgld
on Sunday, December 17 at 12:30 PM in the Richaid
Venus Library. The Welcoming Sessions are
informational and will help potential new members
understand the many programs, projects and
opportunities available at the Fellowship.

December 2006



Concerning Social Concerns

Holiday Sharing

It's the holiday season already! And that means it's time
for our annual Holiday Sharing program. Once again
this year, we will have mitten tree in the Gathering
Space. Please bring in new or very gently used mittens,
gloves, hats and scarves to hang on the tree. We will be
collecting these items through New Year's Eve, after
which they will be taken to The Other Place to be
distributed to those in need.

Our second project will be to collect money to purchase
items for backpacks for homeless people. We will be
working through The Other Place to deliver the
backpacks. This project is being supported and carried
out by our teens! (See the article at the bottom of this
column.) So, when a youth member comes around
begging for money, please be generous—this is the
only source of funding for our holiday program.

The teens picked this project to coordinate with Social
Concern's basket collection efforts. Throughout
October, November and December, thirty percent of
the collection plate (excluding pledge payments) will

be used to pay the deposit on an apartment for a family
who is currently homeless. Sometimes, this is the last
barrier for a homeless person, and is the only thing
keeping them on the street. When the plate comes
around during service, keep in mind that a few extra
bucks could make a difference between a home and the
street.

As always, Social Concerns has a lot going on, so read
carefully and mark your calendars.

—Many BlessingsKate Santucci

Pennies for Darfur

We continue to support the Dayton for Darfur Interfaith
Coalition, a partnership of unity and action in the face of
horrific genocide in the Darfur region of Sudan. The
Fellowship recently sent $67 to the Coalition, collected
during the ongoing “Pennies for Darfur” campaign.

Youth Project
Each year at holiday time, the 14- to 18-year-old youth

choose and carry out a service project for the Daytgn
area. This year, the youth have chosen to put together
backpacks of supplies to be given to homeless

individuals through The Other Place day shelter. In
order to purchase items for the gifts, the teens will be
collecting money each Sunday through December 10.
Please assist our teens in making life brighter for pgople
living on the streets!

—Ann Rismiller
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2007 JustWorks Camps

JustWorks camps are short-term projects that help
volunteers examine and understand the causes and
damaging effects of injustice. Participants work directly
with people in the communities they serve, experiencing
social justice struggles firsthand.

The JustWorks experiential learning program is an
important element in UUSC's mission to advance justice
and protect human rights in the United States and
around the world. The program has provided hands-on
learning for more than 2,000 people to work on issues of
racial, social and economic injustice. There are
JustWorks Camp opportunities for people as young as
16. For more information, contact JustWorks staff by
calling 800-388-3920. Visit the website at UUSC.org.

Katrina Relief (intergenerational 16 and over), fee
$400, New Orleans, Louisianak-ebruary 3-10
Participants will work with a partner organization to
repair and rebuild homes. All skill levels welcome.

Katrina Relief, (intergenerational 16 and over), fee
$400, Biloxi, MississippiMarch 3-10, March 10-17
Participants will work with a partner organization to
repair and rebuild homes. All skill levels welcome.

UUSC and Return to Earth Camp (18 and over), fee
$400, Clinton, Oklahoma,March 18-24

Participants will prepare burial sites for unidentified
Native American ancestral remains. Projects include
planting, building fences, small structures, trails,
painting and data entry.

General Assembly one-day teen camp (16 and over)
Portland, Oregon, June 23

UUSC invites teens from across the country to
participate in this one-day opportunity during General
Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association in
Portland. Local transportation and lunch provided.

Freedom Summer: A Civil Rights Journey
(intergenerational 14 and over), fee $500

Atlanta, Birmingham, Selma and Montgomery,
July 7-14

Join the Service Committee on the 4th annual Civil
Rights Journey to Atlanta, Selma, Montgomery and
Birmingham.

D.C. Teen Leadership Camp, fee $40@ugust 5-10
Teens from across the country will learn about human
rights and how they can be a part of change in their own
communities and around the world.
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The Other Place

MVUUF has an ongoing commitment to serve lunchfa Other Plac€840 South Patterson Boulevard) on the second
Saturday of each montfihe Other Placés a day shelter with the mission of actively countering all causes and
conditions of homelessness through advocacy, education and service. Our eftbaigfeximately 200 people. Sign
up in the Gathering Space or in your Fellowship group meeting. C@itawt Doveror Lucy Kazyakto help or if you
are able to provide a menu item (15-20 servings). If you aren’t available dndapgccall Diane or Lucy to arrange an

alternative drop-off location or time. Additional on-site servers arecedlyeneeded—servers must sign up in advance.

Thanks to th&/RUU Group for supplying home-made brownies for November’s meal. It is such a huge hestpaw
group provides one of the menu items. Ask your group leader how your small group coelld Iaiae impact for this

project.

Plan to help next o8aturday, December 9

December 9 Menu

Beef stew with carrots and other vegetal
Mashed potatoes

Oranges and bananas

Brownies

2% milk and 100% juice

es

Our social concerns collection will go toward providing housing deposits to helstiblee couple move out of
homelessness and into their own place. We will donate 30 percent of our lmdisktiba, including cash and all
checks marked “social concerns” in the memo line received during the Qdtlmyember and December services to
The Other Place for this cause. Please remember this importanttomenbduring the offertory and give generously.

Emily Upham Social Activist Award:

Nominations Requested

Emily Uphamwas a member of MVUUF who was a
social activist throughout most of her life. She
supported her vision for world peace and justice
through her profession and by her volunteer efforts
with the United Nations and many local organizations,
including the World Federalists. The Emily Upham
award is presented annually to an MVUUF member
who has been involved in on-going professional and/
or volunteer activities in the community that support a
vision of a better world. Nominations for this award
will be accepted throughecember 15and should
include the reasons why you feel the person is
deserving of this award. Please submit your
nominations tdate Santuccior Heather Wendelor
place in the box on the information desk in the
Gathering Space. The Emily Upham award will be
presented at the January Congregational Meeting.

Forum 14

Soup Supper — Got Bowls?

Are you a potter? Do you have friends who are
potters? Our ¥ Annual Soup Supper to benefit
hunger relief is scheduled for March 31, 2007. W
will need to collect about 125 to 150 handmade
bowils to give to participants on that date, which v
be filled with delicious soup from local restaurant

If you are a potter or have friends who are potters
now is the time to start making (or begging for)
those bowls to donate to this very worthy cause!

Last spring we had over 100 guests at our Soup
Supper event, and generated almost $2,500 to d
to hunger relief in the Miami Valley. We'd like to
top that this coming spring!

There are many jobs to do to prepare for this spe
event. If you can help, please contaoh Rismiller.
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Lifespan Religious Education

Evening Book Discussion Group

The Evening Book Discussion Group will meet at 6:30
PM on Tuesday, December 12Katthleen

Penningtoris house for a light supper and a discussion
of Far Appalachiaby Noah Adams. The January 9
meeting will be at 7:00 PM &lice Lizeés. The

Mermaid Chairby Sue Monk Kidd will be discussed.
New participants are welcome. Contacin Snivelyif

you would like more information.

Poetic Insights
Calling all poets, writers and other scribblers! Poetic

Insights meets at the Wince's house one Sunday a
month. Bring a sack lunch to eat at 1:00 PM and we
write at 1:30 PM. It can be a paragraph, a poem, prose,
a letter, or a stream of consciousness. We share what
we have written after writing for about a half hour. It is
always a surprise to discover how many ways a topic
can be portrayed. All who wish to participate are
invited December 17, when Carolyn Sieber will

lead. GiveSylviaor Bev Wincea call for directions.

Men's Group
The Men’s Group meets the first and third Sundays of

each month at 9:15 AM in the Richard Venus Library
for fellowship and discussion. All men age 16 and older
are welcome to attend.

Worship Committee Meeting

The next worship committee meeting is scheduled for
December 4 at 7:00 PM in the Founders’ Room. The
committee plans the worship services and all are
welcome to attend. For more information, conddite
O'Brien.

Women’s Group

Starting December 3, the Women’s Group will begin
discussing ideas from the bodkye Dance of the
Dissident Daughteby Sue Monk Kidd. The theme will
continue through January.

The book, based on the author’s journey from the
Christian tradition to the sacred feminine, is written in
four parts—awakening, initiation, grounding and
empowerment. Although this journey is uniquely her
own, we can relate it to our own journey in many ways.

This book is available in paperback in most bookstores.
Be sure to check out the discount book stores! The
Women’s Group meets Sundays at 9:30 AM. Call
Linda Yoderwith any questions.

Forum 15

MVUUE Daytime Book Club

The Daytime Book Club meets on a Wednesday
(usually) each month at the Fellowship at 10:30 AM in
the Founders' Room. We discuss the book of the month
and then go to lunch together. This is an open group and
newcomers are welcome. Cont@&etrol Vincent

or Sylvia Wincefor further information.

There will be a special gathering to discuss our book on
December 14 (Thursday instead of Wednesday this
time). We’'ll have a potluck lunch &arol Vincents

home and discuss Redbird Christmaby Fannie Flagg
starting at 10:30 AM. Call Carol for directions. In
January, we will discusSummer Sistersy Judy Blume.

Smart Choices

This group meets twice a month on Monday nights,
usually at the Fellowship from 7:30 PM until 9:00 PM.
We gather with the purpose of enriching our lives in
some way, gaining knowledge or just having fun. See if
any of these scheduled events interest you and just drop
in. The group is open to all. C&lylvia Wincefor more
information.

December 11 Meet atJan Campbell'shouse at 7:30
PM to watch “The Vicor of Dibley,” a video.

December 18:Meet at the Fellowship and bring “a
pound of something” (e.g. a pound of peanuts) as a
Christmas exchange. We are also celebrafilagidia
Bailey's birthday that evening.

Child Care Position Available

MVUUF will soon provide child care during the adu
religious education classes that precede our regula
Sunday services. We are in search of a qualified ca d

care provider for safe supervision of our children fram
9:15 AM until 12:15 PM on Sundays. The position will
pay $10 an hour and will require a background chegk.
The person in this position will supervise a teen
assistant.

This is a great opportunity for an early childhood
education student. Applicants should contact
Genevieve Harvey or Persephone.

Please feel free to pass this information on to other
who may be qualified and interested in this
opportunity.

L4
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Community Class Schedule

The Community Class is an adult group that meets
every Sunday morning at 9:30—10:45 AM in the
Founders’ Room for fellowship and thought provoking
discussion. A chance to let your hair down, speak your
mind or say nothing at all, without criticism. Up close
and personal. Please join us!

Sunday, December 3

“The Benefits of Meditation.” We’ll share the
various types of meditation we have practiced and the
benefits we have gained. Our discussion leader, who is
a certified yoga teacher, will lead the group in a brief
Loving Kindness Meditation (known as Metta), which
comes from the Buddhist tradition. Meditation can be
especially helpful as a coping tool for the busy holiday
season. ModeratoBusan Joseph

Sunday, December 10

“Terrorists’ Rights or Civil Liberties? Part 1I.” A
follow-up discussion reflecting on a recent Commu
Class information session on the Military
Commissions Act of 2006 that allows unlimited
presidential power like the ability to imprison peopls
indefinitely without trial. Learn what is at risk as we
examine legislation that could change the nature of
freedom in America. ModeratoRoger Davis

nity

v

Sunday, December 17

“A Christian Nation?” Conservative Christians like
to say we are a Christian nation. We will look at whiat
the founding fathers had to say. Moderator:
Jim Faulconer

Sunday, December 24
“Open Forum.” For group members who don't have
other holiday commitments, Community Class will
hold an open discussion including but not limited to:
holiday memories, personal joys and concerns, the
state of the nation and peace on earth. Some seaspnal
goodies too!

154

Sunday, December 31

“Will the Real You Please Stand Up."A light-
hearted exercise in self-revelation. We’'ll share some of
the little-known facts in our life histories, like being
elected homecoming queen, hiking the Appalachia
trail, serving in the Peace Corps, playing tenor sax
jazz band or getting suspended from school for
sporting a Don Eagle haircut. Awards, surprises,
humorous incidents and bitter-sweet moments are
welcome. Moderatoiindy McDonough

—

ina
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YRUU Overnight!

This month YRUU (a group for 14 to 18 year olds)

will hold their annual overnight party and service
project outing. The overnight will be held on Saturday,
December 16, beginning at 8:00 PM and will carry
over to the Sunday morning service. We will assemble
backpacks of supplies for clients of The Other Place, a
day shelter for homeless individuals. The evening will
start at the Fellowship with a brief opening ceremony,
and then we will go to Meijer's or Wal-Mart to shop

for the backpacks and items to fill them.

After our shopping trip, we will head back to the
Fellowship for pizza and snacks, games, movies, and
more, and we will fill the backpacks to be given to The
Other Place.

Parental permission slips will be required. Please
RSVP as soon as possible to Ann Rismiller, so that we
have an accurate head count of attendees.

—Ann Rismiller
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Children’s and Youth December RE Schedule

K-5 6-12
Dec 3 Class Service Project
Plan
Dec 10 Readers’ Theatre—All
Dec 17 Class Class
DEc 24 Children’s Class
Chapel
Dec 31 Bread for Unitarians project—All

World Religions Group

The adult religious education group exploring World
Religions in the Miami Valley, now meets on the
second and fourth Thursdays, at 7:30 PM at the
Fellowship. Additional meetings to visit worship
services will be scheduled. In December, we begin our
discussions on Hinduism. If you'd like to join, please
contactleslie Woodward
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MVUUF Children and Youth Join St. John's in “Bread for Unitarians” S ervice Project

Bread for Szentlaszlo’s Unitarian Elderly

St. John’s Unitarian Universalist Church of Cincinnati maintaingta@eship with

the Unitarian Church in Nyaradszentlaszlo, Romania. This Hungariakispea
village of 400 residents is in the north central region known as Transylvidre
villagers raise their own food and crops using simple tools and much phybmal la
People help each other to get things done and have little income. The average
income for Romanians is about $2,000 a year. There are no stores in the village
Most people walk and use horses to go places. Few people have indoor plumbing.
People use stoves to heat their homes. Electricity is used sparirthlyseywho

have it because of its expense.

Village Life is Very Challenging When One is Elderly

With little or no ability to raise their own food due to physical limitas...

With very small pensions averaging $300 to $360 a year...

With so little money to pay for heat, housing, medical care, food, clothing, etc...
With no elder care facilities in the area...

The elderly are at great risk!

Unitarian Minister Requests Aid - Bread

Just to buy a loaf of bread each week can take 12% of one’s government pemaids alffortune when one has so many
needs and so little money. In 2005, Rev. Mihaly Kiss of the village Unitariarcigrasked that we supply weekly loaves
of bread for 38 elderly Unitarians of the village. He reports that tteellwhich has been supplied is most helpful and
greatly appreciated. He now (fall 2006) asks that we find ways tmaertb supply this bread.

Help Us Continue Supplying Bread to the Elderly

Making a donation of :

$5will buy 6 loaves of bread

$10will buy 12 loaves of bread

$25will buy bread for one person for 6 montbisis 5 more loaves of bread.
$50will buy bread for one person for one ygalus 10 more loaves of bread.
With this donation you can beSPONSOROof a specific elderly person.

Larger donations will help in the following ways:

$132will buy one month’s supply of bread for the 38 elderly Unitarians.
$396will buy 3 months supply of bread for the 38 elderly Unitarians.
$792will buy 6 months supply of bread for the 38 elderly Unitarians.
$1583will buy ayear’s supply of bread for the 38 elderly Unitarians.

Where does MVUUF come in?

Our children and youth have decided to partner with St. John’s in this
worthwhile service project. But we NEED YOUR HELRight after the
service on Sunday, December 3ive will host at the Fellowship, a

New Year's Eve Stone Soup and Bread Luncia raise money to
buy bread for elderly Unitarians in Romania. We need your help in a few ways:

1) We need people willing tdonate soup ingredientsWatch for kids hanging out after the service to sign you up to
bring something. The children and youth will be preparing the food.

2) We need some adults who want to get involvedratgol us prepare and set up the lunch

3) We need you toome to the lunch!

Watch for developing details in your bulletins and on the newslist. For more atfomon how you can support this
awesome project, please contBetsephone
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I "% # 8% %

Men’s Group 9:15 AM
Women’s Group 9:30 AM
Community Class 9:30 AM

3 Principle:Accepting OthersMartha Hodges1 Av

Artists’ Reception 12:30-2:00 PM

Men’s Group 9:15 AM

Women'’s Group 9:30 AM
Community Class 9:30 AM
Seasonal ReflectiorsMartha Hodges1 Am
Orientation 12:30 PM

Poetic Insights 1:00M (Wince's)
CineManiacs—Neon Movies 5 PM

Worship Committee 7:00 PM

Social Concerns 7:00 PM
Smart Choices 7:30 PM
The FORUMDeadline

CUUPS 7:30 PM

CUUPS 7:30 PM

Choir Practice 7:30 PM

INTERWEAVE 7:00 PM
Choir Practice 7:30 PM

Panini Ministry (Panera) 11:00 AM

Panini Ministry (Panera) 11:00 AM
Board of Trustees Meeting 7:00 PM

Choir Rehearsal 10:00 AM
The Other Place Meal 11:30 AM

Women’s Group 9:30 AM
Community Class 9:30 AM
Holiday Memories Play-AWE 11 AM
CUUPS Meeting 12:30 PM
WASSAIL CELEBRATION 5:30 PM

Women’s Group 9:30 AM
Community Class 9:30 AM

Jesus and the LabyrinthCalen Raynei am
Candlelight Christmas EveMartha Hodges PM

Annual Christmas Dinner 1:00 PM

Choir Practice 7:30 PM

Program Council 7:00 PM
Smart Choices—offsite

Panini Ministry (Panera) 11:00 AM
World Religions 7:30 PM

Evening Book Discussion—offsite

Choir Practice 7:30 PM

Fellowship Gourmets 6 P¥I Meson

Panini Ministry (Panera) 11:00 AM
Daytime Book Club—offsite
World Religions 7:30 PM

Women’s Group 9:30 AM
Community Class 9:30 AM

Gone in a Flash-Martha Hodges: av
Stone Soup & Bread Lunch12:45 PM

YRUU Shopping Trip & Overnight

Upcoming Events
Ordination of Martha Hodges—January 7
Congregational Meeting—January 14




