
 

 

Of Cabbages and Kings: Blessings in Strange Circumstances 
 
This Fellowship recently underwent a test of its character, its identity and its 
commitment to UU values—and it not only passed with flying colors; it 
emerged stronger and more confident of its values. I’m referring to the 
difficult decision to ask certain visitors who had been attending our 
Community Class to stay away. At first glance, this seems like a violation of 
our principles of inclusivity and acceptance. It seems to be inhospitable at 
best, and intolerant at worst. That’s why the Community Class and, 
eventually, the Board, struggled with this decision. 
 
For those who don’t know the story… For almost a year now, the Community Class and, 
occasionally, our Sunday services, have had regular guests from the Apex Community Church.  
This is a large fundamentalist Christian church whose sole stated mission is to bring the “lost” to 
Christ. After many months of welcoming them among us, it became clear that they were not here 
because they were interested in exploring their own spiritual paths. They were not seeking a 
spiritual home among us. They were here seeking converts to their own particular brand of 
religion. 
 
We do not begrudge them their faith or even their conviction that they must bring others to that 
faith. We do not doubt the sincerity of the call they feel to “save” others. We do, however, reject 
their mission to convert us here, in our own church, under the guise of participating in our open 
discussions. We do object to their using our commitment to tolerance as an opportunity to preach 
intolerance. And we must draw the line when our own members are made to feel unsafe by the 
presence of visitors and the nature and integrity of our religious community is threatened by an 
agenda that is incompatible with our own. 
 
Following a lengthy discussion with thoughtful and caring input from everyone in attendance at a 
special meeting called for this purpose, the Board voted to request our Apex visitors to cease 
attending our church, as it is empowered by our bylaws to do. The visitors acceded to this request. 
 
I have never been prouder of MVUUF. We were forced to grapple with our understanding of who 
we are as Unitarian Universalists and what we stand for—the free and responsible search for truth.  
We were forced to acknowledge that there are limits to what we can accept and still remain UUs.  
When others seek to impose their truth upon us, not by exchanging ideas but by asserting dogma, 
our values of free thought and encouragement to spiritual growth are compromised. 
 
I commend the Community Class and our leadership for rising to this challenge with grace and 
integrity.  This Fellowship has emerged from this episode with a strengthened sense of identity and 
purpose.  My gratitude and admiration go out to all of you. 
 
 
     —Martha Hodges, Interim Minister 
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VISION STATEMENT   We are a welcoming spiritual congregation encouraging one another on our personal 
journeys, embracing diversity, nurturing community, and working together for social justice. We actively promote 
the liberal religious principles of the Unitarian Universalist Association. 

 Martha Hodges 
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JANUARY SERVICES 
Martha will be “pre-candidating” from now through March. She may be called on short notice to preach for 
the search committees of the congregations considering calling her as their minister. The Worship 
Committee has found several people willing to step up at the last moment on Sundays when Martha must be 
absent for this purpose. Come and be surprised! 
 
Sunday, January 7—11:00 AM 
Epiphanies and the Eleven O’clock Number—Martha Hodges 
If our lives were musical comedies instead of the meandering tales they are, they would feature a climactic moment in 
which we pull out the show-stopper song that declares our discovery—finally—of who we really are, what we’re all about 
and what drives us. If we were to create such an “eleven o’clock number” for the stories of our lives, individually and 
collectively, what would it sound like and what would it reveal about us? (Martha will be ordained at 4:00 PM this day, 
please see your invitation on page 8 of this issue.) 
 
Sunday, January 14—11:00 AM 
Turning the Other Cheek—Martha Hodges 
In the years since the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., his message of non-violence and loving resistance to 
war and injustice has fallen somewhat out of fashion. As the celebration of MLK’s birth nears, Martha will reflect on the 
uses of violence and the doctrine of non-violence. Is it even possible or desirable to embrace non-violence as a way of life 
in today’s world? 
 
Sunday, January 21—11:00 AM 
The Promise-Making Animal—Martha Hodges 
Ours is a religion based on the notion of covenant, but many of us may be unaware of the historical and theological roots 
of this tradition of mutual commitment. MVUUF will soon embark on the work of creating a covenant of right relations in 
which you, the members, declare your expectations of one another and your vision of the community you will create 
together. Martha will talk about the nature of covenant, the covenants we make, and why. 
 
Sunday, January 28—11:00 AM 
Beyond American Individualism—Bob Lewis 
What is the cornerstone of our vision of a good life and a good society? And what is the cornerstone of our vision of a 
good congregation—a good church? In both cases, our respective visions have been deeply influenced by the culture in 
which we live and the dominant values that shape our culture. In the United States, in particular, and increasingly in the 
rest of the Western world, the dominant value is that of individualism. Do we need a paradigm shift that gives greater 
attention to the reality and value of interdependence? 
 
Bob Lewis, Guest Speaker 
Bob is currently from Michigan and will be moving to Dayton to join his partner, Alice Diebel, who is a recent member 
and program officer at the Kettering Foundation. Bob’s education includes a graduate degree in theology from the 
University of Chicago Divinity School and work on a PhD in American studies at St. Louis University. He is a former 
campus minister and denominational administrator, a teacher and administrator in higher education, a consultant in 
nonprofit and civic life, and most recently executive director of the AIDS Consortium of Southeastern Michigan. He is 
president of the Jackson Interfaith Peacekeepers and past board president of the Universalist Unitarian Church of East 
Liberty near Jackson, MI. 

The FORUM 
The FORUM is published monthly by the Miami Valley 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, 8690 Yankee Street, 
Dayton, OH  45458. Subscription price is $20 annually and 
is included in membership. The FORUM is edited by 
Barbara Kelley (admin@mvuuf.org). Thank you for help 
from Joe Law (Communications Rep), George Henderson 
(Mailer) and Carol Narigon (Proofreader). The next 
Forum deadline is January 16. The deadline for the 
Sunday bulletin is 10:00 AM on the preceding Monday.  
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President’s Letter 
 
Happy New Year to all and I hope everyone had a happy, healthy and relaxing holiday. By the time this issue of The 
Forum hits your mailbox, I’ll still be un-decorating and taking down our countless Christmas trees. 
 
2007 promises to be a big year for Miami Valley Unitarian Universalist Fellowship. The most important event of the 
year will be the successful conclusion of our search for a settled minister. Based on the Search Committee’s report, there 
are numerous candidates interested in our Fellowship, so we are in a good position to call our next minister. I want to 
extend kudos and many thanks for the tremendous efforts of our Search Committee. We are blessed to have such a group 
of dedicated and hardworking individuals. 
 
Another important event is nearly upon us. On Sunday, January 7, MVUUF has the honor of ordaining Martha Hodges, 
which is the ceremony by which she officially becomes a Reverend. Martha asked our congregation to ordain her and at 
the June congregational meeting, we unanimously approved and accepted the honor. Congratulations to the soon to be 
Reverend Martha Hodges.  
 
Interim transitions between ministers can be trying times for congregations. I have personally experienced three at two 
different congregations. Without a doubt, the interim transition we will hopefully be concluding has been one of the 
most rewarding I have experienced and I believe it has been a highly successful transition for MVUUF. Many people 
have contributed to the interim process, far too many to thank in this letter. However, I would like to express my 
gratitude to the former Board of Trustees, the new Program Council and the current Board for their tireless efforts to see 
us through both the transition in ministries and our governance transition. Much has been asked of you and you have 
given your all.  
 
Most of all, I want to acknowledge that we could not have accomplished what we have accomplished, as effectively as 
we have, without Martha Hodges. We were truly blessed when she agreed to serve as our interim minister. She has been 
an exceptional interim minister for Miami Valley Unitarian Universalist Fellowship. Her disarming and calming 
personality, her pragmatic approach to problem-solving and her leadership style that empowers versus overwhelms has 
served us well. The sad news is that as we knew from the beginning, Martha will be leaving us this year. Even if we 
should fail to call a minister, an interim minister may not serve a third year. Plus, Martha is currently interviewing with 
search committees across the country and will no doubt be called to serve another congregation. I know I will truly miss 
her as I am sure will most of the congregation.  
 
As we enter 2007, I am pleased to report that our finances and growth have stabilized and are actually improving, our 
governance model is working and many members have stepped forward to fill all of the new leadership positions. I am 
confident that as a congregation, we have done the best we could do to position ourselves for a future of hope, spiritual 
growth and numerical expansion as we covenant with a new minister and transition MVUUF into a larger, stronger and 
more vital UU presence in the Miami Valley.  
 

        Best wishes for a joyous new year to all, 
        Kriss Gang 
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Summary of Program Council Meeting of December 11 
The Program Council discussed the need for better 
coordination between the fundraising activities of 
Social Concerns and YRE and made the following 
recommendations: 
· In addition to working “collaboratively with the 

Fundraising Committee to ensure that fundraisers are 
timed to minimize overlap or conflict with other 
fundraisers that have already been 
approved” (MVUUF Policy Manual, 4.2.2), Social 
Concerns and YRE should collaborate directly. 

· YRE should be represented formally at Social 
Concerns meetings as a means of facilitating this 
collaboration. 

In answer to queries about the ability of the Director of 
Religious Education (DRE) to distribute funds within 
the LRE budget, it was determined that the DRE has 
some discretion in transferring funds within lines 
designated for programming but that the amounts 
established for training are fixed and requests for 
additional funding for training should be taken to the 
Board. 
 
The role of the Program Council in the January 
congregational meeting has not been defined, but the 
Council recommends brief reports be included in the 
materials distributed before the meeting and that 
representatives be given opportunities to answer 
questions at the meeting. 
 
The Board approved a request from the Dayton Heart 
Hospital to use our facility for health screenings for the 
public and asked the Program Council to respond. The 
PR representative will be asked to oversee the event 
and work with the administrator to make arrangements. 
 
Questions for the UUA’s Midterm Interim Evaluation 
and Preliminary Fellowship Renewal Evaluation will 
go to the Program Council, and the area review at the 
January meeting will be devoted to completing both. 
 
Genevieve Harvey and Joe Law will work with Bill 
Wendel to develop and administer a congregational 
survey in time for the results to be reported at the June 
congregational meeting.  
 
Recommendations to the Board 
The Program Council recommends that Program 
Council representatives submit brief written reports to 
be included in the materials distributed before the 
congregational meeting and be given opportunities to 
answer questions at the meeting. 
 

   Respectfully submitted, 
   Joe Law 
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Council, Board and District 

Summary of Board Meeting of December 21 
Kriss Gang suggested formation of a task force to 
continue to develop the building use policy and a new 
affiliate group policy. 
 
A Board/Program Council workshop is scheduled for 
February 10, 2007. 
 
A plan was agreed to for completion of the semi-annual 
interim minister evaluation and the preliminary 
fellowship renewal. 
 
Scott Leonard moved to approve the proposed six-
month budget for presentation to the Fellowship for 
approval at the January congregational meeting.  Bill 
Wendel seconded and the motion passed. 
 

   Respectfully submitted,  
   Bill J. Wendel 

Summary of Special Board Meeting of December 14 
Ms. Cyan recommended an alternative motion:   
“Under MVUUF Bylaws Article IV, Section D, 
‘Involuntary Removal from MVUUF,’ the Board 
requires that the specifically identified visitors from 
Apex Community Church that are proselytizing shall no 
longer visit MVUUF or attend its activities. 
 
The Board directs the vice president and/or the minister 
to contact the Apex visitors to inform them of this board 
action, and that they are no longer welcome at MVUUF 
or its activities.” 
 
Dave Rengel seconded the motion. Kriss Gang called 
for a vote and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Scott Leonard made a motion to pay year-end bonuses 
to the paid staff in the amounts discussed at this meeting 
($100 for full time, $50 for half-time, and $25 for less 
than half-time employees). Alysoun Taylor seconded 
and the motion carried. 
 

   Respectfully submitted, 
   Bill J. Wendel 

Save Trees 
View the UUA congregational mailings as well as the 
Heartland UU district congregational mailings online. 
These mailings are no longer being distributed to board 
and program council members on paper (except by 
special request). See the packets of information online. 
Heartland’s can be found at www.heartlanduu.org and 
the UUA’s mailings are filed together at www.uua.org/
news/congpacket/. The websites are a wealth of 
information and resources for leadership. 



 

 

On the calendar, the Ministerial Search Committee is 
more than halfway through its schedule, yet our largest 
and most important tasks are still in front of us. 
 
What have we done so far? 
The Ministerial Search Committee (MSC) has been 
preparing for this time by: 

· Gathering information from and about you, 
through the survey and focus groups. 

· Preparing a Congregational Record, our 
“resume” if you will, to show to prospective 
candidates. 

· Compiling a Congregational Packet, more 
information about us, including photos and 
history, to share with our best prospects. 

 
Where are we now? 
We have a list of candidates supplied by the UUA 
Transitions Office in Boston. While we cannot relate 
details about the individuals on the list, we are very 
pleased with the quality of the candidates, and they seem 
to be excited about us. 
 
What happens next? 
We will start by setting up telephone interviews with 
some of the most promising candidates, as well as 
following up on their references. Eventually, we will 
narrow the field to just a few, perhaps three, “pre-
candidates” for more in-depth interviews.  
 
The Pre-Candidate Weekend 
Each candidate is invited for a weekend to meet 
privately with the search committee. Each one arrives on 
a Friday for an informal evening. Saturday is reserved 
for formal interviewing. Sunday, the candidate presents 
a service (at a “neutral pulpit”) and then meets briefly 
with the committee. The interview format and content 
are worked out cooperatively with each prospective 
minister, but each interview includes the following 
elements:  
· Introduction of ministerial search committee to 

candidates; 
· Discussion of minister's professional history — 

including any statement or questions from the 
search committee as well as those from the 
candidate; 

· Discussion of important areas of church life. Time 
is allowed in each area for questions from the 
candidate as well as the committee. Areas covered 
include: religious philosophy and worship; 
pastoral care and working with people; church 
programming; leadership roles; religious education 
and youth; and financial and contract matters. 
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Ministerial Search Committee Update 

The search committee has prepared questions for each 
area to be used by members as guidelines. Advance 
preparation for each weekend includes review of the 
candidate’s packet, checking of references, consultation 
with the ministerial transitions director in Boston and 
coordination of the weekend’s activities. Every 
interview has a facilitator who is responsible for time-
keeping, question coverage and other general business.  
 
Later in the spring, the committee will present to the 
congregation the candidate that we believe is the best 
match for MVUUF. This candidate will visit us for a 
full week (including preaching on two Sundays). There 
will be multiple opportunities to meet the candidate at 
that time. 
 
What would you like to know about our candidates 
for minister?  
We can’t tell you who they are, but we can use your 
questions during our interviews. So please tell us: What 
would you like to know about their philosophy of 
church leadership, or Sunday worship, or 
programming, or outreach, or social action? What are 
your concerns? We appreciate the good ideas we’ve 
received so far, and we’d like to have more. Just 
contact any member of the search committee, or leave a 
note in our mailbox in the church office.  
 
Why can’t we present more than one candidate?  
The question most frequently asked by people who are 
not thoroughly acquainted with the UUA search 
process is: “Why can’t we meet all of the top 
candidates for minister and hear them preach? Isn’t it 
undemocratic for the search committee to present us 
with only one final candidate?”  
 
The reason that serial candidating—the process of 
presenting more than one candidate to the 
congregation—is frowned upon is that it tends to be 
destructive to the candidates and to the congregations 
to which they are presented.  
 
Suppose one group likes and politics for Candidate A, 
another is for Candidate B, and still another for 
Candidate C. The congregation could be split asunder 
before the process has been completed and it is unlikely 
that any candidate would receive the vote of confidence 
needed for a successful ministry. From the point of 
view of the candidates, the confidentiality of the 
process would be broken and their effectiveness in their 
current congregation seriously impaired.  
 

(Article is continued on next page.) 



 

 

Attend the January Congregational Meeting 
The term for current Board officers and Council 
representatives will end on February 28, 2007, and the 
next term of office will begin March 1, 2007. Voting 
members are responsible for approving the nominees 
at the Congregational Meeting scheduled for 
Sunday, January 14 at 12:30 PM. All voting 
members should attend this important meeting. The 
MVUUF Nominating Committee is pleased to 
announce the following slate of candidates.  
 
Slate of Candidates 
Kriss Gang, President 
Dave Rengel, Vice President 
Scott Leonard, Treasurer 
Bill Wendel, Secretary 
Greg Reese, Trustee-at-Large 
Alysoun Taylor, Trustee-at-Large 
Joan Albrecht, Program Council Chair 
Jennie Hardy, Activities Representative 
Genevieve Harvey, LRE Representative 
George Henderson, Membership Representative 
Don Kazyak, Endowment Trustee 
Barbara Moreda, Social Concerns Representative 
Jay Snively, Public Relations Representative (External) 
Joe Zimmerman, Operations Representative 
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Meet the Candidates 
At the January 14 congregational meeting, voting 
members will be asked to approve a slate of candidates 
for both Board and Council positions. Some candidates 
will be new to their positions, while others are re-
upping for another term. All are high-energy people 
who bring a wealth of experience and commitment to 
the job. Some even had time to submit a brief 
biography, in the midst of the holiday hubbub. Read 
here to get to know your candidates a little better. And 
be sure to attend the meeting on January 14, right after 
services. 
 
Program Council Chair: Joan Albrecht 
Joan Albrecht is a retired teacher and counselor, with 
three grown children. She has been with MVUUF since 
the 90’s and especially enjoys the Women’s Group. In 
addition, Joan volunteers with the League of Women 
Voters and Planned Parenthood. She says, “I am 
blessed with many friends and most of them are in the 
Fellowship. I am eager to help the Fellowship grow and 
become a significant part of the community. It appears 
that we are in a real period of change as we move into a 
‘Program Church.’ I’m willing to be part of the 
learning scene.” 
 

(Article continued on next page.) 

Ministerial Search Committee Update 
(Article continued from previous page.) 

 
So, at the end of a long process of interviewing, 
evaluation, reference-checking and consensus-building, 
your search committee will present you with the one 
candidate who is, in their opinion, best for our 
congregation. Then, after a full week of Sunday 
services, meetings and social engagements, when you 
will be able to meet and size up the candidate for 
yourselves, you will make the final decision in the 
congregational vote to call or not to call. 
 
Your Ministerial Search Committee appreciates and is 
honored by the trust you have bestowed upon us. We 
are confident that in doing our job well, we will present 
to you a new minister, that will lead and enrich our 
spiritual lives for many years to come. 
 
As always, if you have any questions, please contact a 
member of the MSC: 
  
   Jamie McQuinn, Chair 
   John Bierman 
   Jim Faulconer 
   Sean Halpin 
   Alice Lizee 
   Ann Snively 
   Phil Wise 

UUs in Santa Fe 
Join Unitarian Universalists in Santa Fe, New Mexico, 
on March 10—18, 2007. Pause, reflect, and meditate, 
see ancient Indian sites, experience art of Georgia 
O’Keeffe, walk a labyrinth, try a native sweat lodge, 
and soak in hot springs. Wouldn’t this be a great way to 
welcome spring after a long winter? 
 
The retreat is led by Rev. Wayne Walder and Beverly 
Carr of Neighbourhood UU Congregation in Toronto. 
See www.nuuc.ca for more details. 

New Member Procedure 
New Member Recognition will now take place at the 
service on the first Sunday of every month. When 
potential members have met the membership 
requirements, they will be introduced at the service on 
the next “first Sunday.” 
 
New members who are celebrated have attended a 
Welcoming Session, filled out their intake form, 
submitted a pledge form and are ready to sign the red 
book. Welcome new members and congratulate them on 
making this significant commitment! 



 

 

Meet the Candidates  
(Article continued from previous page.) 
 
LRE Representative: Genevieve Harvey 
Genevieve Harvey has been a member of MVUUF for 
about 12 years, serving as a YRE teacher, assistant to 
the LRE director, chair of the YRE committee and LRE 
council, and YRE trustee. Genevieve earned a Master’s 
degree in educational leadership (2004) from Wright 
State University. She teaches typical and special needs 
children and adults for West Carrollton schools. 
Genevieve’s favorite Fellowship projects include 
coordinating our concert series, organizing several of 
the fall retreats, and serving on the Nominating 
Committee. Genevieve says, “I want our LRE to 
sustain smoothly running religious development 
programming for all ages, all year round, with rich and 
engaging and relevant topics, methods, 
developmentally appropriate practices, generous 
support from the congregation, and great attendance 
and energy.” 
  
Membership Representative: George Henderson 
George Henderson, who lives in Vandalia, came to 
MVUUF in 2003 after being a member of the Las 
Vegas, Nevada, congregation during his time there. A 
retired teacher who still “keeps his feet wet by 
substituting,” George enjoys his dog and cat and many 
friends and family. Since he started as a member, 
George has quietly and consistently supported 
Fellowship office projects. George says, “In order for 
MVUUF to become a fully program driven fellowship, 
we must not only maintain our current level of 
membership, but increase our numbers as well. It is my 
hope that we can develop programs and activities that 
will encourage visitors to return to MVUUF after their 
initial visit and attract new members to our 
congregation.” 
 
Endowment Trustee: Don Kazyak 
Don Kazyak has been a member of MVUUF since 
1998. His 20 years in the U.S. Air Force and 12 years 
working in the financial services industry have aptly 
prepared him for the duties he will have as Endowment 
Trustee. The Kazyak family have been tireless workers 
for projects within the Fellowship as well as in the 
community. 
 
Treasurer: Scott Leonard 
Scott Leonard is originally from Cleveland, but was 
firmly transplanted in Dayton back in 1987. He now 
works near WPAFB and shares his home with his dog, 
Farley. Scott was thinking like a UU at age eight, and 

Scott says, “I look forward to being on the Board that 
welcomes our next minister. Returning for a third year 
as Treasurer will allow me to keep our financial ship on 
course while training a successor.”  
 
Social Concerns Representative: Barbara Moreda 
Barbara Moreda grew up in Michigan, lived in Texas for 
14 years and settled in Dayton eight years ago. She 
discovered MVUUF by attending a homeschooling 
event at the Fellowship some years back. Mom of three, 
Barbara also has her own soapmaking business. She 
particularly appreciates the social justice focus of 
MVUUF. Barbara says, “The Social Concerns 
Committee is functioning very well and is vibrant and 
energetic. I hope to keep the lines of communication 
open as the liaison between the PC and the Committee. I 
hope to find ways to involve more members of the 
Fellowship in social action in small ways, maybe with 
one-time commitments or activities, so that social justice 
becomes a part of everyone in the Fellowship.” 
 
Public Relations Representative: Jay Snively 
Jay Snively has been an active member of MVUUF for 
more than eight years. In that time he has helped in 
various ways, usually with behind-the-scene matters 
such as building maintenance and the sound system. 
Jay’s participation in many Fellowship activities, his 
attention to detail, and his experience with marketing are 
all assets for his upcoming PR duties. Jay says, “I am 
interested in the position of PR rep because I have an 
interest in promoting and growing our Fellowship. I 
hope that MVUUF gets the word out about its principles 
and purposes and attracts new members.” 
 
Trustee at Large: Alysoun Taylor 
Alysoun Taylor is a technical writer/editor for a research 
group and administrator for a Ph.D. program at Wright 
State University. She lives with her daughter, 17-year-
old Heidi, Madrid, Heidi’s service dog and two cats, 
Jeeves and Freddie Widgeon. Alysoun has been a 
member since the 90’s, and was particularly supportive 
of the new building project that provided building 
accessibility to Heidi’s wheelchair. Alysoun says, “I am 
interested in serving as an At Large Trustee because the 
position offers me the opportunity to do ‘big picture’ 
thinking about the future of MVUUF, while stepping in 
to help wherever I am needed. I am currently involved 
in an effort to change the way we as a community 
approach conflict. Members will be hearing much more 
about this initiative in the coming weeks and months. 
Our ultimate goal is to ensure that MVUUF will be a 
safe and nurturing spiritual home for everyone who 
chooses to be among us.” 
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Special thanks to Kathleen Pennington for design 
 and production of the beautiful invitation. 



 

 

One of the goals of the Program Council is to keep the 
larger congregation informed about the events 
underway around the Fellowship—both past activities 
and opportunities for future involvement. When the 
Program Council met on December 11, 2006, area 
representatives provided the following reports to be 
shared with the congregation. 
 
ACTIVITIES—Barbara Moreda 
Thanks to everyone who helped and attended our 
Thanksgiving Dinner, Wassail and Christmas Dinner 
events. You truly make MVUUF the special place it is.  
 
COMMUNICATIONS—Joe Law 
I continue to moderate several of the MVUUF Yahoo 
groups and helped several people manage their 
memberships. In addition I am still working to identify 
all such groups in order to make them better known to 
members of the Fellowship and make it easier for 
people to join.  
 
LRE—Genevieve Harvey 
Many interested and motivated individuals are coming 
together to develop a team to continually improve and 
support the quality religious education programming 
for children and youth. Current work is focused on the 
youth program, as adult programming has been self-
sustaining and I have not been aware of needs for my 
PC or staff assistance. 
 
MEMBERSHIP—George Henderson 
The Membership Committee is trying to maintain the 
present level of services. Our intent after the new year 
begins is to expand services to include a mentoring 
program for potential and new members. We also want 
to provide a volunteer visitation program for members 
who are isolated from the Fellowship because of 
illness. There seems to be some interest in 
reestablishing covenant groups within the Fellowship. 
The Membership Committee will work to achieve these 
goals and others during the coming year.  
 
MUSIC—Carol Narigon 
Share your love of music! The choir rehearses at 7:30 
every Wednesday night. Catch the rhythm with the 
drum circle on January 20 at 7:00 PM. The music 
committee is always looking for members and ideas. If 
you’d like to be involved in music at the Fellowship, let 
me know. 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS—Gary Courts 
I am working to prepare a story on Martha’s January 7 
ordination for release to area newspapers.  

News from the Program Council 
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SOCIAL CONCERNS—Kate Santucci 
Thanks to everyone for continuing to support Social 
Concerns. Our holiday projects are going well, and we'll 
be hosting many more events as we move into January. 
We really need volunteers to help with the planning of 
our fantastic Soup Bowl Supper—if you missed it last 
year, you'll want to plan to be there this time! If you can 
help by donating a beautiful ceramic bowl (or 3!) or if 
you know a potter who could make a donation, see Kate 
Santucci, Heather Wendel or Ann Rismiller. This would 
be a great opportunity for student ceramic artists to get 
their work out there. Some of our most beautiful bowls 
came from Centerville High School students last year!  
 
WORSHIP—Ruth Rowley 
The Worship Committee meets monthly and all are 
welcome to attend. At each meeting, the prior Sunday 
morning services are reviewed and plans are made for 
future services. A mission statement is being developed. 
Other aspects of Sunday morning services are 
discussed. Special dates to consider include Martha 
Hodges’ Ordination on January 7 and guest speaker 
Michael Dowd on May 20. 

Holiday Thanks You 
Thanks to Gary Courts for buying space in local 
newspapers to advertise our holiday service schedule. 
Thanks to John Bierman for providing the holiday 
decorations around our sign (again!). Thanks to 
everyone who helped with and attended the Wassail 
Celebration and Christmas Dinner, especially Joe 
Law, Phil Wise and Carol Narigon. Thanks to 
Yolanda Crooms and Linda Yoder for providing 
invitations to visitors for our holiday events. Thanks 
to Ann Rismiller and other volunteers for organizing 
the YRUU overnight and shopping trip. Thanks to 
Jim Farinet and our fine actors for the AWE 
performance. Thanks to Judy Rengel and Donna 
Wilson for organizing the poinsettia sale and for all 
those who participated. Thank you to Bonnie 
Thompson for donating the flowers for the Christmas 
Eve services. Thanks to everyone we left out for your 
consistent support of all the MVUUF activities! 
 
Hold in Our Hearts 
Remember kindly our members who are experiencing 
sadness, disappointment and loss. We hold in our 
hearts, the Rengels at the loss of David’s Aunt Jane in 
December, the Mutters whose daughter is ill, Tom and 
Sheila Adams for the loss of Tom’s brother in 
December and Julie Konik who had a car wreck on 
the way to church in December. 
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It's time to decide whether or not to continue with the 
Dayton Dragons Suite Runner Fundraiser.  This 
program earned MVUUF over $2,000 in 2006! 
 
Volunteers work inside the air-conditioned, upper 
level of the stadium, carrying food and refreshments 
from the kitchen to the suites. The shifts are about six 
hours, usually from 5:00 PM until 10:30 PM. The 
season runs from April through September. A friend 
or family member is welcome to join you. Black 
slacks and black shoes are required and the shirts are 
provided.  
 
Our responsibility is to provide a team of six MVUUF 
workers for ten games. Former MVUUF suite runners 
have already committed to about half of the time slots.  
We need to fill the other half before agreeing to take 
on the 2007 season.   
 
Let us know if you would be willing to work one 
game next season. Email us at dragons@mvuuf.org or 
call Lucy Kazyak. 
  
    —Dale Bockhorst, Lucy Kazyak 
   Dragon Fundraiser Chairs 

Announcements 

CineManiacs—January 21 
If you’re wild about art films, join CineManiacs the 
third Sunday every month at The Neon Movies for the 
4:30-5:30ish showing. The title and time will be sent on 
the Thursday prior to the Sunday event. Everyone is 
welcome! 
 
After the movie we meet in the Neon lobby café for 
fellowship and a discussion. Questions or if you would 
like to be added to the CineManiacs email list, call 
Trudy Krisher or Lindy McDonough. 
 

Fellowship Gourmets 
The next dinner for the Fellowship Gourmets will be 
Saturday, January 27 at 6:00 PM. Everyone is 
welcome! 
 

J Alexander’s Restaurant 
937-435-4441 

7970 Washington Village Drive 
jalexanders.com 

 

Please RSVP to Cyndi Reeves. 

Drum Circle Night at MVUUF  
Join us to shake a rattle, pound a drum, chant, dance 
and make a noise at our monthly Drum Circle! 
Bring your own drum or percussion instruments, or 
there will be extras to share. Join us in the Founders’ 
Room to get your groove on! Our next Drum Circle 
will be January 20 at 7:00 PM. All are welcome and 
wanted. 
 

    —Ann Rismiller 

Calling All Grocery Shoppers 
Do you shop at Kroger or Dorothy Lane? Your 
purchases can earn 4-5% for the Fellowship without 
costing you a cent.  
 
The Fellowship buys Dorothy Lane cards at a 5% 
discount; however, until you buy them, they’re a 
Fellowship loss rather than a source of income. 
Dorothy Lane also offers a Good  Neighbors program  
that sends a yearly check for purchases by Fellowship 
members. Forms are now available in the Gathering 
Space. As always, Kroger cards are also available for 
$5 initial purchase including $5 in merchandise. 
Purchase one and then recharge it for all your 
purchases; the Fellowship receives 4% on all recharges.  
 
   —Maureen O’Meara, Grocery Cards Chair 

UU Church Tour  
The First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara will 
host a four-day tour July 15-17, 2007, and a lifetime 
opportunity to experience Niagara Falls up-close and 
from every perspective, (even safely riding in a 
tethered balloon). Hike down the Niagara gorge, dip in 
the rapids or visit one of the nation’s newest casinos. 
Explore rich historical, cultural and architectural 
heritage with knowledgeable, local UUs as your guides. 
 
The church is a short walk from the Falls and operates 
a hospitality center offering refreshments and a chance 
to rest or visit. The cost of $500 per person includes 
everything—three nights accommodations, meals, all 
entrance fees, local transportation, and guided tours of 
the finest area attractions. For more information, visit 
www.uunex.net or call 716-791-4453. 



 

 

Chalicelight Gallery 
We are pleased to feature a selection of the works of 
Kathleen (Kiki) Ganz through the month of 
January. Kiki has worked as an art educator for the 
past 25 years, with a focus on teaching and enriching 
the lives of students in class and in after-school 
programs. She uses a variety of media and enjoys all 
forms of art and craft. She credits her devotion to 
variety as the reason she has never developed a “label” 
as a painter, sculptor, or weaver.   
 
Kiki earned both Bachelor and Master of Art 
Education degrees from Wright State University. She 
lived in South Carolina for 15 years, and there was 
named Teacher of the Year (1994-95). She taught 
photography at The Governor’s School for the Arts, 
was a red-ribbon winner at the South Carolina State 
Fair and has shown her works in juried state fair 
exhibits. 
 
Kiki says, “ I enjoy combining media in a work 
because the variety allows me to express a deeper 
emotion, and therefore create a stronger impact...I find 
inspiration everywhere. Sometimes a phrase in a song 
or a sentence in a novel will be all that is needed to 
inspire an image. Often ideas come from deep emotion 
or strong beliefs. I find it helpful to be around other 
artists and to constantly ‘feed’ myself with images of 
other works of art and photography.” 
 
Come to meet Kiki Ganz at an Artist’s Reception at 
the Fellowship on Friday, January 12 at 6:00—8:00 
PM in the Founders’ Room. 
 
Contact Joan Albrecht, Chalicelight Art Gallery Chair 
for more information or to purchase art.  
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General Assembly After Party 
Five Alaskan UU Fellowships invite you to eco-
cultural programs in June right after the Portland 
General Assembly or in July 2007.  See the real 
Alaska! With UU home-stays in Anchorage, 
Fairbanks, Seward, Juneau and Sitka, UUs host parties 
and lead tours. Visit Tlingit and Inupiat Native 
Alaskans, see wildlife including bears, moose, 
caribou, whales, sea otters and sea lions. Visit Denali 
and three other national parks. 
 
Led by Rev. Dick & Mary Weston-Jones, for the 
twelfth year. See additional details on the website at 
www.wuurld.org or call 888-998-8753. The 
reservation deadline is February 28. 

Join MVUUF CUUPS 
All are welcome to join CUUPS (Covenant of 
Unitarian Universalist Pagans). Find our Yahoo group 
at mvuuf_cuups@yahoogroups.com. Contact Cyndi 
Reeves. 
 
Upcoming meetings will be held on Tueday, January 2 
at 7:30 PM, Sunday, January 14 at 12:30 PM, 
Tuesday, January 23 at 7:30 PM and Saturday, 
February 3 at 6:00 PM when the topic will be Imbolc, 
aka Candlemas, “Seeds & Dreams”. 

Religion Without God 
MVUUF member Mike O’Brien will lead a five-
session discussion of his recently published book, 
Religion Without God. The book focuses on the 
question “If supernaturalization were removed from 
the world's great religions, what would remain?” The 
discussions will explore just what religion is, and 
how it is changing in the modern world. A 
complimentary book will be provided. 
 
The course will be held at the Fellowship on 
Wednesdays at 7:00—9:00 PM from February 14 
through March 14. Those who are interested may 
contact Mike before the class or just show up on 
February 14. 

 

Welcoming Session Every Third Sunday 
Our next Welcoming Session (orientation) will be held 
on Sunday, January 21 at 12:30 PM in the Richard 
Venus Library. The Welcoming Sessions are 
informational and will help potential new members 
understand the many programs, projects and 
opportunities available at the Fellowship. 



 

 

Concerning Social Concerns 
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Successful Holiday Projects 
Thanks to everyone who contributed to our holiday 
projects this year. So many of you gave extra money to 
our youth, brought in hats and mittens, or volunteered 
to help with the teen overnight and it was really 
appreciated! On top of that, you gave enough money in 
the basket every week that we were able to make three 
deposits on apartments for people moving out of 
homelessness. You are amazing! Thank you! 
 
Make sure that you read all about other Social 
Concerns events in this issue. There are many actions 
taking place, and there is something there for you! 
 

    —Kate Santucci  

MVUUF to March  
Join your Fellowship friends for the annual Martin 
Luther King, Jr. march and rally! It would be 
wonderful to have a great turn out from the Fellowship 
for this event. We will meet at MVUUF at 10:00 AM 
on Monday, January 15. From there, we will carpool 
to the Montgomery County Fairgrounds and join other 
marchers on their way to Courthouse Square. If you 
haven't participated in this event before, you should 
definitely check it out. It is absolutely inspiring to see 
the square filled with thousands of people who share 
the same vision for true racial equality. 
 

UU Service Committee Greeting Cards   
Our generous members contributed $240 for the holiday 
greeting cards this year. We can be proud of the UUSC, 
which helps those in need to help themselves in 
countless projects across the world. Look for Guest At 
Your Table in the spring for specific activities to help 
this outstanding UU organization. 
    —Sylvia Wince 
  
There’s Always Next Year 
While the glow of the 2006 holidays is still in your 
heart, wouldn’t you like to join creative Unitarian 
Universalists of all ages by submitting a festive original 
design for the 2007 UUSC holiday cards? Each year, 
UUSC holiday card sales help support our worldwide 
work for human rights. One of these cards could be 
designed by you! 
 
Create an original design that reflects the joy of the 
holidays, as well as the spirit of justice, equity, and 
compassion. Visit uusc.org for submission guidelines. 
Entries must be received on or before April 27, 2007. 

Winter Focus 
For the months of January and February, we have 
decided to use the Social Concerns collections to 
purchase school uniforms for children attending 
Dayton public schools whose families cannot afford to 
buy the required clothing. The Social Concerns 
collections will come from 30% of the “cash” (money 
not going toward pledges) collected from the Sunday 
plates throughout January and February.  Please 
remember the families who need our help, and 
contribute to the Sunday offerings. 

Excerpt of Peacemaking Study 
See the UUA website for the full peacemaking study. 
 

Possible Actions: 
· Develop and offer curricula on the theology and 
practice of mediation, peacemaking, nonviolence and 
pacifism within our communities. 
· Advocate for peacemaking initiatives at all levels 
of government. 
· Advocate for more support from the United States 
of America for the United Nations in its work of 
international peacekeeping and humanitarian 
assistance. 
· Participate in nonviolent actions to promote peace 
including protest, public objection, civil disobedience, 
non-cooperation, witness, mediation, conflict resolution 
and dialogue. 
· Support the work of affiliated and associated 
organizations of the Unitarian Universalist Association 
involved in peacemaking, economic justice, human 
rights, interfaith cooperation, partnership building, 
conflict resolution and disarmament. 
· Join in the worldwide observance of A Season for 
Nonviolence. 
· Honor and support the challenges of military and 
law enforcement personnel and their families. 

Not On Our Watch! 
Keep the pressure on Congress. Write or call your 
representatives: Stop the genocide in Darfur!  



 

 

The Other Place 
MVUUF has an ongoing commitment to serve lunch at The Other Place (840 South Patterson Boulevard) on the second 
Saturday of each month. The Other Place is a day shelter with the mission of actively countering all causes and 
conditions of homelessness through advocacy, education and service. Our efforts feed approximately 200 people. Sign 
up in the Gathering Space or in your Fellowship group meeting. Contact Diane Dover or Lucy Kazyak to help or if you 
are able to provide a menu item (15-20 servings). If you aren’t available on lunch day, call Diane or Lucy to arrange an 
alternative drop-off location or time. Additional on-site servers are especially needed—servers must sign up in advance.  
 
Plan to help next on Saturday, January 13. 
 

       
 
 

We donated 30 percent of our basket collection received during the October, November and December services to The 
Other Place to provide housing deposits to three families moving out of homelessness and into their own places. Our 
January and February collections will purchase school uniforms for children attending Dayton public schools whose 
families cannot afford to buy the required clothing. Thank you for giving generously! 

 

 

January 13 Menu 

Lasagna 
Hot mixed vegetables 
Fresh fruit salad, cut up 
Cookies 
2% milk and 100% juice 

Got Bowls? 
Are you a potter? Do you have friends who are 
potters? Our 2nd Annual Soup Supper to benefit 
hunger relief is scheduled for March 31, 2007.  We 
will need to collect about 125 to 150 handmade 
bowls to give to participants on that date, which will 
be filled with delicious soup from local restaurants.  
 
If you are a potter or have friends who are potters, 
now is the time to start making (or begging for) 
those bowls to donate to this very worthy cause! 
 
Last spring we had over 100 guests at our Soup 
Supper event, and generated almost $2,500 to donate 
to hunger relief in the Miami Valley. We’d like to 
top that this coming spring!  
 
There are many volunteer 
jobs to help prepare for 
this special event. If you 
want to help in any way, 
please contact  
Ann Rismiller.  
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Social Justice Conference 
A social justice conference is scheduled in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan on January 26-28 at the First UU 
Congregation of Ann Arbor. Youth ages 14-20 and 
their sponsoring advisors are invited to attend 
“Groundwork Training,” an anti-racism training and 
organizing program of Unitarian Universalist youth 
and young adults. Groundwork trainers facilitate 
dialogue, education and organizing in congregations, 
schools and community groups, and are available to 
lead workshops, trainings and conferences. The cost is 
$35. Register online at heartlanduu.org. 
  
Conference Goals: 
· Educate ourselves and our community about race 

and racism 
· Organize for racial justice in our communities and 

the world 
· Create anti-racist transformation personally, 

institutionally and culturally 
· Develop multi-racial, anti-racist and anti-

oppressive leadership 
· Learn how to better live out our UU principles in 

our daily lives 
· Prioritize spiritual reflection and development of 

participants 
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MVUUF Daytime Book Club 
The Daytime Book Club meets on a Wednesday 
(usually) each month at the Fellowship at 10:30 AM in 
the Founders' Room. We discuss the book of the month 
and then go to lunch together. This is an open group and 
newcomers are welcome. Contact Carol Vincent 
or Sylvia Wince for further information.  
 
The group will discuss Summer Sisters by Judy Blume 
on January 17 and The Fifth Child by Doris Lessing on 
February 14. Upcoming selections include Palestine - 
Peace or Apartheid by Jimmy Carter (March 14), YaYas 
in Bloom by Rebecca Wells (April), Chiefs by Stuart 
Woods (May) and The Audacity of Hope by Barack 
Obama (June). 

Poetic Insights 
All are invited to meet February 25 at the Wince's for 
Poetic Insights. (There will be no January meeting.) 
Call Sylvia or Bev Wince for directions. Bring a sack 
lunch at 1:00 PM, drinks will be provided. The writing 
will begin at 1:30 PM. It is impromptu writing, not a 
finished product, which we share, if we wish, after 
about a half hour of writing. Sylvia Wince will serve as 
prompter. 

Lifespan Religious Education 

Evening Book Discussion Group 
The January 9 meeting of the Evening Book Discussion 
Group will be held at Alice Lizee's house at 7:00 PM. 
The Mermaid Chair by Sue Monk Kidd will be 
discussed. In February, the group will meet at 7:00 PM 
on the 13th at Lucy Kazyak's house to discuss The 
Mighty and the Almighty by Madeleine Albright. New 
participants are welcome. Contact Ann Snively if you 
would like more information. 

Smart Choices  
Two Monday evenings each month, the Smart Choices 
women meet for the purpose of enriching their lives in 
some way. Sometimes we learn something new, 
sometimes we share wisdom, sometimes we just have 
fun doing something together. This is not a closed 
group. You are invited! We usually meet at the 
Fellowship, however, on occasion we meet at a home or 
a particular place, such as a theater.  Call Sylvia Wince 
for more details.  
 
Monday, January 8, 7:30 PM:  Meet at the Fellowship 
in the kitchen for a Tupperware party, conducted by 
Olivia Boggs.  “Prizes” will go to the Fellowship 
kitchen. 
 
Monday, January 22, 7:30 PM:  We will meet at 
Nancy Moody's house. Call Nancy for directions at 434-
5691. We will celebrate the birthdays of Sylvia Wince, 
Carol Vincent and Ellen Beck. 

Men's Group 
The Men’s Group meets the first and third Sundays of 
each month at 9:15 AM in the Richard Venus Library 
for fellowship and discussion. All men age 16 and older 
are welcome to attend. 

Worship Committee Meeting 
The next Worship Committee meeting is scheduled for 
January 15 at 7:00 PM. The committee plans the 
worship services and all are welcome to attend. For 
more information, contact Mike O’Brien. 

Women’s Group 
Through January, the Women’s Group will discuss 
ideas from the book, The Dance of the Dissident 
Daughter by Sue Monk Kidd. The book, based on the 
author’s journey from the Christian tradition to the 
sacred feminine, is written in four parts—awakening, 
initiation, grounding and empowerment.  Although 
this journey is uniquely her own, we can relate it to 
our own journey in many ways. 
 
After studying Dance of the Dissident Daughter, the 
Women’s Group will start the seven-week discussion 
course on exploring deep ecology through the 
Northwest Earth Institute. Topics will include the 
Gaia Hypothesis, spirituality and the earth, Native 
American wisdom, eco-psychology and 
bioregionalism. Books will cost $20 each and need to 
be ordered in advance. Book sharing is encouraged to 
save money and paper. Look for specific dates in the 
Sunday bulletins. Contact Linda Yoder to order your 
book or ask questions. The Women’s Group meets 
Sundays at 9:30 AM.  

Child Care Position Available 
MVUUF will soon provide child care during the adult 
religious education classes that precede our regular 
Sunday services. We are in search of a qualified child 
care provider for safe supervision of our children from 
9:15 AM until 12:15 PM on Sundays. The position will 
pay $10 an hour and will require a background check. 
The person in this position will supervise a teen 
assistant. 
 
This is a great opportunity for an early childhood 
education student. Applicants should contact Genevieve 
Harvey or Persephone. 
 
Please feel free to pass this information on to others who 
may be qualified and interested in this opportunity. 



 

 

Successful YRUU Overnight 
Thanks to all the adults and teens who contributed to a 
very successful overnight and service project on 
December 16. The youth purchased and packed seven 
backpacks with essential items to donate to The Other 
Place day shelter for their backpack project. A good 
time was had by all; and seven people will have 
essential items needed to help them through the ordeal 
of living on the street. 
  
A special thanks to Julie Konik, Gary Courts and 
Diane Dover for donating extra backpacks;  Carol 
Narigon, Bob Dover, Dave Nolin and Don Shows for 
taking the teens shopping; Lynn Buffington and 
Elizabeth Nguyen for making cookies (and Jonathon 
Nguyen for making brownies—they were delicious). 
And thanks especially to Alex Moreda, Diane Dover, 
Catherine Queener and Ann Rismiller for staying up 
all night with the teens and taking them to breakfast the 
next morning. Thanks also to the congregation for 
contributing funds so the teens could accomplish their 
service project! 

Calling All Teens!! 
YRUU (Young Religious Unitarian Universalists) will be meeting on Thursday, January 11 from 7:00 to 9:00 PM to 
bake cookies for The Other Place. We will again be meeting at Andrew Dover’s house in Beavercreek. Bring your 
favorite music to play and any favorite games you have. Please contact Ann Rismiller or Diane Dover if you need 
directions or further information. We look forward to seeing you there! 
 
          —Ann Rismiller 

Forum     15   January 2007 



 

 

Community Class Schedule 
The Community Class is an adult group that meets 
every Sunday morning at 9:30—10:45 AM in the 
Founders’ Room for fellowship and thought provoking 
discussion. A chance to let your hair down, speak your 
mind or say nothing at all, without criticism. Up close 
and personal. Please join us!  
  
Sunday, January 7 
“Healthy Boundaries.”   Personal boundaries are the 
limits we set in relationships and come from having a 
good sense of our own self-worth. Flexible boundaries 
allow us to get close to others when it is appropriate 
and to maintain our distance when we might be 
harmed. Good boundaries protect us from abuse and 
pave the way to achieving true intimacy. We’ll talk 
about effective boundaries, the lack of boundaries and 
how to develop them. Moderator: Dave Rengel 
  
Sunday, January 14 
“Favorite Books of 2006.”  We’ll share our thoughts 
on outstanding books we read last year. They can be 
the latest on the best sellers list or date back to the 
Dead Sea Scrolls—fiction, nonfiction, humor, 
whatever. Be prepared to give us the title, author, 
publisher and publication date, so we can share the list 
with the rest of the Fellowship. Moderator: Lindy 
McDonough 
  
Sunday, January 21 
“Let's Interact!”  Is MVUUF addressing the needs of 
our unattached members? For many years “Group 
Interaction” for singles met at our fellowship, and 
currently many area churches, most notably 
Ginghamsburg and the Vineyard, have active singles 
groups. Is it time for MVUUF to host a singles group 
again? Moderator: Eric Walkinshaw 
  
Sunday, January 28  
“Same Sex Friendships.” Close friendships between 
females are common. Close friendships between 
males are rare. Often, men have no close relationships 
other than their wives or significant others, and many 
times no close friends when they are unattached. Is 
this healthy? Why is there such a gender difference in 
seeking and maintaining meaningful relationships? 
How do we develop good friendships? Moderator: 
Mike Nelson 
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World Religions Group 
The adult religious education group exploring World 
Religions in the Miami Valley, now meets on the 
second and fourth Thursdays, at 7:30 PM at the 
Fellowship. Additional meetings to visit worship 
services will be scheduled.   
 
If you’d like to join, please contact Leslie Woodward. 
 

   
 Children’s and Youth January RE Schedule  
  
        K-5    6-12 

 

JAN 7 Class Youth Worship 

JAN 14 

JAN 21 Class Class 

JAN 28 Children’s 
Chapel 

Class 

Martin Luther King Birthday Celebration 

New Career 
Considering ministry? Meadville Lombard Theological 
School announces the Spencer and Susan Lavan 
Scholarship for Excellence—a full, merit-based 
scholarship for an incoming residential student in our 
Master of Divinity Program in the fall of 2007. 
Application deadline for the scholarship is March 15, 
2007. For more information on the scholarship, see the 
Meadville Lombard website at www.meadville.edu or 
www.uuworld.org. 
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Baby Isabella Genevieve Edwards-Parker is dedicated while 
mom Stephanie, dad Darren and brother Eli look on. 
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Aries (March 21 – April 19) 
Happy New Year, Aries! Your courage will be an asset to you this year. You must fight your inner compulsion for 
conflict. Yes, Mars, the ancient god of war, is the ruler of your sign, but you can channel that energy in constructive and 
consciousness-expanding ways. For example, the next time someone cuts you off in traffic try smiling and 
enthusiastically blowing them kisses. Or anonymously send flowers to that obnoxious co-worker or neighbor to whom 
you’d rather be sending a bag of doggie poo. Also, I suggest making friends with a Libran this year.  
 
Taurus (April 20 – May 20) 
Happy New Year, Taurus! Pluto’s coming, and he wants to liberate your money for the greater good! Practice being 
generous in the coming year. Sponsor a child in another country. Donate funds to your favorite local vegan/feminist/
environmentalist politician’s campaign fund. Increase your pledge to the congregation. The Universe will repay you in 
unimaginable ways. And don’t forget to treat yourself generously once in a while. Think about what little pleasures 
would feed your soul that you never allow for yourself and indulge once in a while. Your Self will thank you. 
 
Gemini (May 21 – June 20) 
Happy New Year, Gemini! Your versatility and adaptability will come in handy this year. There are changes coming, 
both in your external world, and if you’re open to it, within yourself. I suggest for you a journey. This could be in the 
form of a shamanic journey, a Native American sweat lodge, or a wilderness or labyrinth walk. Get to know yourself a 
little better this year. It’s a good year for clearing out cobwebs and removing obstacles. Decide who you are and be that. 
On a lighter note, I suggest buying yourself a kazoo and playing it at least 10 minutes a day. 
 
Cancer (June 21 – July 22) 
Happy New Year, Cancer! Cancer is the sign of home and family life. How about engaging the family in some life-
affirming, consciousness-raising activities this year? Join a project or committee at church, attend a protest or march, 
and do it together as a family. Talk to the whole family about recycling and get everyone on board. It’s time to put 
yourself out there and there are lots of ways to do it. Family might mean the spouse and kids, just you and your partner, 
or whatever variation is yours. Wrangling the family won’t necessarily be easy, but you’ll be happier and it will be 
thoroughly rewarding.  
 
Leo (July 23 – August 22) 
Happy New Year, Leo! Your exuberance and enthusiasm for life are ready to be unleashed. With all the planetary 
alignment and clearing away of obstacles, it’s time to make your move! You are expansive and 
generous enough to have more than enough within you to move yourself forward while 
contributing to the progress of humanity. Remember, the dominant words of the Leo are I will . 
You can join a yoga class and have those vegetarian potlucks. Go back to school and join the 
Social Concerns Committee. Things might get tough for you, however, since you tend to be 
dogmatic and fixed in opinion and fixed ideas and ideologies will come under increasing pressure 
to be released this year. You could learn a thing or two from Gemini, so buddy up! 
 
       (Article continued on next page.) 
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Virgo (August 23 – September 22) 
Happy New Year, Virgo! This is your year to go on a journey, so pack your bags. Your journey is short in distance, but 
not necessarily an easy one. Planetary alignment is making way for a healing of the gap between the material and 
spiritual worlds. For you, my analytical friend, I believe your journey is one from your head to your heart. This is not to 
say that you should leave one for the other. To the contrary, there is a sacred union that will take place if you let it, like 
Shiva and Shakti, an ecstatic union joining the head brain with the heart brain, bringing you rapturous joy. Are you up 
for the challenge?  
 
Libra (September 23 – October 22) 
Happy New Year, Libra! This is your year! The balance you’ve been craving has the potential to manifest itself this year. 
But remember, balance is not static, it is a give and take flow that moves back and forth. To illustrate this point, find a 
friend and an old park with a see-saw. Play on it until your tooshie is sore. Then take turns giving each other back rubs. 
In all your dealings this year, remember that give and take doesn’t mean they give and you take. Practice giving, 
especially of your most precious assets of patience, time and attention. Go back to the see-saw as often as possible. It is 
your special meditation for the year. 
 
Scorpio (October 23 – November 21) 
Happy New Year, Scorpio! Yours is the sign of inheritance and legacies. Take some time this year to think about what 
kind of legacy you want to leave behind. This may be your year to start teaching Sunday school or to donate a large sum 
of money for a new playground for the kids. In addition, I strongly suggest, if you don’t already do so, start recycling at 
home. You may even be the one to head up a Green Sanctuary campaign at church. What will the children and future 
generations be inheriting from you? What is your legacy? 
 
Sagittarius (November 22 – December 21) 
Happy New Year, Sagittarius! Pluto is in Sagittarius this year and this conjunction with the galactic center provides the 
possibility for the clearing away of obstacles, making way for a synthesis of human thought in religions and 
philosophical traditions. What does all this mean to you, Sagittarius? If you are willing and open, you will be a part of 
bringing together the splintered factions, helping us to synthesize our many outer expressions to a more cohesive 
understanding of who we are and what we stand for. Now, lest you get too serious and full of yourself, I suggest you 
engage in some humbling exercises this year. How about volunteering to work with the kids at the summer 
congregational meeting and letting them throw pie in your face?  
 
Capricorn (December 22 – January 19) 
Happy New Year, Capricorn! In the coming year, humanity will be turning towards those who can offer the real and 
timeless solutions to the human problems and who are able to hold their alignments amidst the chaos. You have the 
potential to be that for us this year, but make sure you have some fun and take care of yourself and your relationships. 
Though you are prudent and reserved, you need to let loose once in a while. Try dancing outside in a rain storm or 
skinny dipping in the neighbor’s pool. You may even want to try these activities with a loved one. Leos can help you cut 
loose a bit. 
 
Aquarius (January 20 – February 18) 
Happy New Year, Aquarius! This is your year to focus a little attention on your inner circle. Your idealistic and 
humanitarian heart is a great asset to us all, but you need to take some time to cultivate some personal relationships to be 
in balance. How about signing up for Mystery Friends this year and cultivating a relationship with a child in the 
congregation? Other suggestions include turning the TV off during dinner with the family (the news will wait), and 
asking your lover to share their deepest longings and fears. You can do it. I have faith in you. 
 
Pisces (February 19 – March 20) 
Happy New Year, Pisces! I suggest teaming up with a Virgo this year and becoming spiritual study buddies. You can be 
of great assistance to Virgo in their journey while giving you something to think about. You have two homework 
assignments. 1) Do something to expand your mind, whether that is taking a class, reading a book about a new subject, 
or paying attention to sermons on Sunday morning. 2) Do something to set your higher consciousness free from the 
material world. Try daily meditation, reading Zen koans, or sky-diving. 
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���	� 
� CUUPS 7:30 PM 

���� 
� Choir Practice 7:30 PM 
 

����	� �� Panini Ministry (Panera) 11:00 AM 

���� ��  

���� ��  

���� �� Men’s Group 9:15 AM 
Women’s Group 9:30 AM 
Community Class 9:30 AM 
11 o’clock Number—Martha Hodges 11 AM 

Ordination of Martha Hodges 4:00 PM 
Young Adults 12:30 PM 

���� �� Program Council 7:00 PM 
Smart Choices 7:30 PM 

���	� �� Evening Book Discussion—offsite 

���� ��� Choir Practice 7:30 PM 

����	� ��� Panini Ministry (Panera) 11:00 AM 
YRUU 7:00 PM—offsite 
World Religions 7:30 PM 

���� �
� Artist’s Reception: Kiki Ganz  6-8 PM 
 

���� �
� The Other Place Meal 11:30 AM 

���� ��� Women’s Group 9:30 AM 
Community Class 9:30 AM 
Turning Other Cheek—Martha Hodges 11 AM 
Congregational Meeting 12:30 PM 
CUUPS 12:30 PM 

���� ��� Martin Luther King March  10:00 AM 
Social Concerns 7:00 PM 
Worship Committee 7:00 PM 
 

���	� ��� The FORUM Deadline 

����	� ��� Panini Ministry (Panera) 11:00 AM 
Board of Trustees Meeting 7:00 PM 

���� ���  

���� 
�� Drum Circle 7:00 PM 

���� 
�� Men’s Group 9:15 AM 
Women’s Group 9:30 AM 
Community Class 9:30 AM 
Promise-Making Animal—Martha Hodges 11 AM 

Orientation 12:30 PM 
Young Adults 12:30 PM 
CineManiacs—Neon Movies 5 PM 

���� 

� Smart Choices 7:30—offsite 

���	� 

� CUUPS 7:30 PM 

���� 
�� Choir Practice 7:30 PM 

����	� 
�� Panini Ministry (Panera) 11:00 AM 
World Religions 7:30 PM 

���� 
��  

���� 
�� Fellowship Gourmets 6 PM J Alexander’s 
 

���� 
�� Women’s Group 9:30 AM 
Community Class 9:30 AM 
Beyond American Individualism—Bob Lewis 11 AM 
 

���� 
��  

���	� 
��  

���� 
�� Choir Practice 7:30 PM 
 

���� ��� Daytime Book Club 10:30 AM 
INTERWEAVE 7:30 PM 
Choir Practice 7:30 PM 
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2nd Annual Soup Supper—March 31 


