
 

 

Of Cabbages and Kings: Lessons from the Gooney Bird 
 
One David M. Brockman has photographed birds of Midway Island, including the 
Lysan Albatross. These birds, popularly known as Gooney Birds, mate for life 
following a courtship ritual that is suitably prolonged and complex. Brockman 
captions one of his photos this way: “Courtship means dancing. The bird on the 
left is emitting a cow-like moo while the one on the right clacks its beak rapidly. 
These activities plus a few others and much bobbing up and down and strutting 
around go on for several weeks prior to mating.” 
 
Since MVUUF and I are both in search for our respective ideal ministerial mates, 
I thought I’d share some reflections on this courtship dance that is the UUA’s 
ministerial search process. 
 
First Gooney Bird (mooing plaintively): Give me freedom of the pulpit! 
Second Gooney Bird (clacking rapidly):  Yes, yes, of course. Our congregation fully supports this. As 
long as you don’t get too political or too religious. But we want you to take a stand and bring more 
spirituality to us. As long as you don’t tell us what to think. And you don’t insist on preaching too 
often. And you give us inspiring and uplifting messages. 
First G.B. (now clacking rapidly):  Where do you stand on professional ministry?  Do your leaders have 
job descriptions?  How do you resolve conflicts?  Do you expect me to be perfect?  Tell me you don’t 
expect me to be perfect! 
Second G.B. (cow-like mooing):  But of course you must be perfect! 
First G.B. (bobbing up and down):  Well, I learn from my mistakes. 
Second G.B. (also bobbing):  Examples!  Give us examples of how you’ve learned from your mistakes! 
First G.B. (still bobbing): Well, how about you?  What are some of your mistakes?  How do I know 
you won’t repeat them? 
Second G.B. (beginning to strut): Of course we won’t! We have a beautiful building. It needs a few 
major renovations, but that should be no problem. Besides, we have the best RE program in the land!  
The best musicians! The most innovative outreach! 
First G.B. (in full strut): Well, I am wise and compassionate! I will attend all congregational events and 
keep regular office hours! I have a sense of vocation! I can help you grow! You’d be lucky to get me. 
Both G.B.s (mooing, clacking, bobbing and strutting simultaneously): Could you be the one?  Oh 
please, be the one! 
 
A fair amount of all the above does go on in this mating dance we call the search process, but the 
bottom line is clear to both parties:  Your dance partner may have all the right answers and all the right 
moves, but these are less important than that intangible “something” that tells you that you can be in 
this together for the long haul. It’s not about finding the perfect partner, but the right partner for you.  
Search committees and ministers in search practice a unique spiritual discipline: telling the truth about 
themselves, doing their best to resist the impulse to strut and bob that has served them all well in other 
contexts. This is another kind of dance, a soulful dance of risk and self-disclosure. Bless us all as we 
seek that partner who will dance with us for now and for many years to come. 
 
       —Martha Hodges, Interim Minister 
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VISION STATEMENT   We are a welcoming spiritual congregation encouraging one another on our personal 
journeys, embracing diversity, nurturing community, and working together for social justice. We actively promote 
the liberal religious principles of the Unitarian Universalist Association. 

 Martha Hodges 
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FEBRUARY SERVICES 
Celebrate Black History Month in February! 
 
Sunday, February 4—11:00 AM 
Engaging Our Fourth Principle: The Free and 
Responsible Search for Truth and Meaning 
Rev. Martha Hodges 
It’s not hard to grasp the meaning of the “free” search 
for truth, though it may be difficult to deal with some 
of its implications. A “responsible” search though?  
What does responsibility look like in this context…and 
how might it be at odds with freedom? 
 
Sunday, February 11—11:00 AM 
Slights of Passage 
Rev. Annie Foerster 
When we celebrate a major turning point in our lives, 
we do so with a rite of passage—a wedding, 
graduation, ordination, retirement, as well as birthdays 
and anniversaries. We are all familiar with these rites 
and their elements. But what of the turning points we 
don’t celebrate? Why not? How are they different? 
What does it mean to “slight” a passage in our lives?  
 
Sunday, February 18—11:00 AM 
Life Stages of Faith Development 
Rev. Kathryn Hawbaker 
A lifelong Unitarian Universalist, Rev. Hawbaker 
invites us to reflect on the assets and challenges of 
building lifespan religious community. There are 
special features and experiences for any stage, but it is 
not necessarily age determined. We are also shaped by 
the social context of our times. UU communities can be 
a place where we integrate our personal stories with a 
universal perspective and celebrate our roots and 
wings, our connections and independence. 
 
Sunday, February 25—11:00 AM 
 
To Be Announced 

 

The FORUM 
The FORUM is published monthly by the Miami Valley 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, 8690 Yankee Street, 
Dayton, OH  45458. Subscription price is $20 annually and 
is included in membership. The FORUM is edited by 
Barbara Kelley (admin@mvuuf.org). Thank you for help 
from Joe Law (Communications Rep), George Henderson 
(Mailer) and Carol Narigon (Proofreader). The next 
Forum deadline is February 14. The deadline for the 
Sunday bulletin is 10:00 AM on the preceding Monday.  

 

Highlights 
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MVUUF STAFF  
Martha Hodges, Interim Minister 
Office Hours: Daily except Tuesday; call for appointment. 
Email: martha.hodges@sbcglobal.net 
 

Dale Bockhorst, Bookkeeper 
Email: dalebockhorst@yahoo.com 
 

Jeanette Filbrun, Choir Director 
Choir Practice Wednesdays, 7:30 PM 
Email: musicfil@aol.com 
 

Barbara Kelley, Administrator 
Office Hours: Monday—Thursday  9:00 AM—3:00 PM 
Email: admin@mvuuf.org 
 

Jesse Minnefield, Custodian 
 

Persephone, Director of Lifespan Religious Education 
Office Hours: Sunday AM and by appointment 
Email:  mvuuf-dlre@excite.com 
 
                     2006-2007 MVUUF Board 

 
Kriss Gang   Dave Rengel  
President    Vice President 
 

Scott Leonard   Bill Wendel 
Treasurer    Secretary 
 

Greg Reese   Alysoun Taylor  
Trustee-at-Large   Trustee-at-Large 
 

Gail Cyan   
Program Council Trustee/Chair 
 
 

Program Council 
 
Genevieve Harvey   Gary Courts  
LRE Rep    Public Relations Rep 
 

Gail Cyan   Joe Law 
Program Council Chair  Communications Rep 
 

George Henderson   Barbara Moreda 
Membership Rep   Activities Rep 
 

Carol Narigon   Ruth Rowley 
Music Rep   Worship Rep 
 

Kate Santucci   Joe Zimmerman 
Social Concerns Rep  Operations Rep 



 

 

Summary of Program Council Meeting of January 8 
After discussing coordination difficulties caused by 
rescheduling meetings, the Program Council made the 
following recommendation: 
 

Recommendation: When it appears that a 
committee meeting needs to be rescheduled—
particularly if the members of that committee 
are active on other committees—the committee 
chair should post that information to the Yahoo 
group for the Program Council to help reduce 
the possibility of scheduling conflicts. 

 
Arrangements have been made for the Dayton Heart 
Hospital to use our facility for health screenings for the 
general public on June 19.  
 
In answer to queries about the ability of the 
Membership representative’s ability to use that 
committee’s budget for advertising, it was agreed that 
Public Relations should have oversight; the topic of 
advertising will be an agenda item at the February 
meeting. 
 
The Board has approved the outlines for job 
descriptions/policy for Program Council positions. 
These outlines will be distributed for representatives to 
complete. 
 
Genevieve Harvey and Joe Law will work with Bill 
Wendel to develop and administer a congregational 
survey in time for the results to be reported at the June 
congregational meeting.  
 
Members of the Program Council welcome the revival 
of the Young Adult Network (YAN) and look forward 
to its continued presence as part of the life of the 
Fellowship. 
 
Joe Law will continue to develop policy for the 
Fellowship’s Yahoo group. Working with him will be 
Gail Cyan, Barbara Moreda, and Dave Rengel. 
Interested others are welcome to join this group as well.  
[See meeting notice and more information on this topic 
elsewhere in this newsletter.] 
 
The final portion of the meeting was devoted to 
completing the UUA’s Midterm Interim Evaluation, 
and the compiled results will be forwarded to the Board 
to be consolidated with their results. The Preliminary 
Fellowship Renewal Evaluation will be completed at 
the Leadership Retreat in early February.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
   Joe Law 
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Council, Board and District 

Summary of Board Meeting of January 18 
Gail Cyan moved that we direct Joe Law (Program 
Council Communications Representative) to draft a 
Fellowship newsgroup/email policy and present it to the 
Board. Dave Rengel seconded and the motion passed. 
 
Ms. Cyan made a motion to add the Young Adult 
Network (YAN) to the MVUUF Organization Chart 
under LRE. Scott Leonard seconded, there was 
discussion, and the motion carried. 
 
Bill Wendel moved that Dave Rengel be appointed as 
chair of the Governance Committee and that the 
committee be reconvened with the goal of assessing the 
transition and providing feedback to the Board. Mr. 
Rengel seconded and the motion carried. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
   Bill Wendel  

Summary of Congregational Meeting of January 14 
Ann Rismiller, on behalf of Kate Santucci (Social 
Concerns representative), presented the Emily Upham 
Award to Diane Dover. 
 
Scott Leonard (Board Treasurer) moved to accept the 
proposed six-month budget.  Gwen Marino seconded 
and the motion passed. 
 
Kate Halpin (Nominating Committee Chair) officially 
presented the following slate of candidates for Board, 
Program Council, and Endowment Trustee. 
 
Board Elections 
Kriss Gang, President  
Dave Rengel, Vice President 
Scott Leonard, Treasurer  
Bill Wendel, Secretary 
Greg Reese, Trustee-at-Large 
Alysoun Taylor, Trustee-at-Large 
Joan Albrecht, Program Council Chair 
 

Program Council Representative Elections 
Jennie Hardy, Activities Representative  
Genevieve Harvey, LRE Representative 
George Henderson, Membership Representative  
Kate Santucci, Social Concerns Representative  
Jay Snively, Public Relations Representative 
Joe Zimmerman, Operations Representative 
Ruth Rowley, Worship Representative 
 

Endowment Trustee Elections 
Don Kazyak, Endowment Trustee 
 
The motions were seconded and approved. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
   Bill Wendel  



 

 

Creating a Culture of Safety at MVUUF 
We want MVUUF to be a place where every member, 
every visitor, every child, every person feels heard and 
valued. To make that a reality, the board has been 
looking at ways to create a culture of safety at 
MVUUF. 
 
This past summer, the board asked a few of us to work 
together to consider ways to reduce the level of conflict 
at the Fellowship and improve our approach to 
handling conflicts that do arise. After examining 
various options, this conflict management committee 
recommended some steps we can take. One step that is 
now underway is the creation of a new covenant among 
the members of MVUUF. We are referring to this 
covenant as a behavioral covenant. Another term we 
might use is right relations covenant; however, “right 
relations” is also used to refer to a set of policies that is 
much broader than the covenant itself. So for now, to 
avoid confusion, we’re calling this document a 
behavioral covenant. 
 
On Sunday, January 21, I gave a presentation 
explaining the purpose and nature of the covenant we 
hope to write. Then I asked the congregation to begin 
the work of writing the covenant by breaking into small 
groups and writing down their ideas. We gathered some 
very good ideas, which will serve as a starting point for 
our task force to begin drafting a behavioral covenant 
for MVUUF. Unfortunately, it snowed that morning 
and the roads were very bad, which kept many of you 
from attending the service that day. 
 
Getting Involved 
For the behavioral covenant to be meaningful and 
effective, it needs to come from the members 
themselves. Since so many of you were unable to 
participate on January 21, we would like to offer other 
ways for you to become involved in this effort. I have 
posted the presentation to the Yahoogroups news list, 
and printed copies of the complete presentation, 
including sample covenants from other UU churches, 
are available at the Fellowship. You can also obtain a 
copy by calling me. 
 
We welcome your input and suggestions for the 
covenant. Please send them by e-mail to me or give me 
a call. We are also asking for volunteers to join the task 
force and help draft the covenant. Please let me know if 
you would like to volunteer. Meeting times will be 
determined based on the needs of the group. 
 

Here are a few of the suggestions we’ve gathered to far: 
· Presume best intentions 
· Address e-mail communications 
· Respect for “friendly” disagreement, realizing this 

may mean different things to everyone 
· Key elements: honest communication, commitment 

to be in community, respect for boundaries, 
tolerance and civility 

· Be sure you heard what is said 
· Don’t jump to conclusions or make assumptions 
 

Once the task force has completed a draft of the 
covenant, we will circulate the covenant and ask for 
more input. We hope to complete the writing process 
by April. When the document is ready, we will ask 
every member of the Fellowship to enter into this 
covenant with one another. The covenant will become a 
part of our congregational life and will be integrated 
into such events as the welcoming of new members. 
The covenant will inspire us to be our best selves as we 
interact with one another, helping to create a culture of 
safety. 
  —Alysoun Taylor, Trustee at Large 
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Email Policy Group 
As the Communications Representative on the Program 
Council, Joe Law was asked to draft a newsgroup/
email policy for the Fellowship and present it to the 
Board for approval. Several people from the Program 
Council are working on the project with Joe. Members 
who would like to take part in the discussions are 
welcome. Contact Joe Law for meeting dates and times 
or with your comments or suggestions. 

Email Advice 
The Program Council is currently looking at what kind 
of rules should be adopted for our email groups and 
lists. Interconnections, a UUA publication, had an 
article on email controls in their winter issue. Deborah 
Weiner, the UUA director of electronic 
communication, said “Email is great for arranging 
meetings but not for dealing with complex issues or 
mediating disputes.” She recommends: 
· Let your email sit overnight if it deals with an 

emotional situation. 
· Don’t forward emails of others without their 

permission. 
· Remember that if you send an email, you lose all 

control of it. 
· Never say anything in an email that you wouldn’t 

say to that individual. 
     —Sharon Harmer, Denominational Affairs 



 

 

The MVUUF Search Committee is pleased to report that we are ready to conduct personal interviews with four semi-
final applicants who wish to be our next minister. We expect to have a candidate to present for a congregational vote in 
late April. 
 
Since January of 2006, we have gathered data and opinions from you to describe who we are and who we would wish to 
see as our next minister. This and other information formed our congregational record, a MVUUF “resume” available to 
all interested UU ministers. We also compiled a much larger congregational packet, giving a greater description of our 
church activities, history and programs, as well as photos and Dayton area information, which we sent to our best 
prospects. 
 
In the last two months, we received the ministerial records from nine applicants, all of whom impressed us with their 
education and enthusiasm. From this group, we exchanged packages and held phone interviews with six individuals, and 
we have now selected four people for more in-depth discussion. 
 
Each person, called a pre-candidate, has been invited to a private, full-weekend interview with the committee. Included 
in the weekend will be our observation of the minister at a “neutral pulpit” in the area, where he or she will present a 
Sunday service as a guest speaker. 
 
We will evaluate all of the pre-candidates and then select a final candidate for introduction to the congregation during a 
week-long visit in April. Only one candidate will be presented to the members because so-called “serial candidating”—
voting on more than one person—is destructive to both the ministers and the congregations involved.   
 
The candidate will present two successive Sunday services and spend the intervening week meeting MVUUF groups, 
committees and members, while also becoming acquainted with Dayton. Following the second Sunday service, a special 
congregational meeting will be held to vote on calling the candidate as our new minister. In general, a candidate will 
require a 95% approval vote in order to accept the call. 
 
We appreciate and are honored by the trust you have shown in selecting us as members of this committee. We are 
working diligently and are confident we will find a new minister for MVUUF who will enlighten, encourage and enrich 
us in the years ahead.  Please contact anyone on the search committee with any questions. 
 

John Bierman, secretary 
Jim Faulconer  
Sean Halpin 
Alice Lizee 

Jamie McQuinn, chair 
Ann Snively 
Phil Wise 
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Ministerial Search Committee Update 

Friends May Call 
As a supplement to periodic mailings, Friends of the UUA will be conducting a fundraising phonathon beginning the 
week of February 19 and continuing through the third week in March.  Outreach Associates, a telemarketing firm 
located in Pittsburgh, will be phoning members who are currently active Friends of the UUA to ask them to renew their 
support. 
 
The theme is Progress Report on Tapestry of Faith Lifespan Curriculum. Our contract with the telemarketing firm 
requires that all callers must be courteous, respectful and succinct as they offer identified Unitarian Universalists an 
opportunity to support our Association directly. Your feedback about the calls will help us to monitor their quality. We 
have established a Friends Phonathon Hotline to facilitate that feedback: Members may call (617) 948-6525 to leave a 
message to ask to be placed on the “no call” list or to share a comment directly with a UUA staff member. 
 
Your willingness to support the UUA enhances their ability to provide services and programs to member congregations 
and presents avenues for future growth of Unitarian Universalism throughout the country. 
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A few more suite runners are needed for some of the 
games. If you would like to volunteer for one game or 
more, contact Lucy Kazyak or Dale Bockhorst 
(dragons@mvuuf.org).   
 
Volunteers work inside the air-conditioned, upper 
level of the stadium, carrying food and refreshments 
from the kitchen to the suites. The shifts are about six 
hours, usually from 5:00 PM until 10:30 PM. The 
season runs from April through September. A friend 
or family member is welcome to join you. Black 
slacks and black shoes are required and the shirts are 
provided. This program earned MVUUF over $2,000 
in 2006! 
  
    —Dale Bockhorst, Lucy Kazyak 
   Dragon Fundraiser Chairs 

Announcements 

CineManiacs—February 18 
If you’re wild about art films, join CineManiacs the 
third Sunday every month at Neon Movies for the 4:30-
5:30ish showing. The title and time will be sent on the 
Thursday prior to the Sunday event. Everyone is 
welcome! 
 
After the movie we meet in the Neon lobby café for 
fellowship and a discussion. Questions or if you would 
like to be added to the CineManiacs email list, call 
Trudy Krisher or Lindy McDonough. 
 

Drum Circle Night at MVUUF  
Join us to shake a rattle, pound a drum, chant, dance 
and make a noise at our monthly drum circle! 
Bring your own drum or percussion instruments, or 
there will be extras to share. Join us in the Founders’ 
Room to get your groove on! Our next drum circle 
will be February 24 at 7:00 PM. All are welcome and 
wanted. 
 

    —Ann Rismiller 

New Member Procedure 
New Member Recognition will now take place at the 
service on the first Sunday of every month. When 
potential members have met the membership 
requirements, they will be introduced at the service on 
the next “first Sunday.” 
 
New members who are celebrated have attended a 
Welcoming Session (held after service on every third 
Sunday), filled out their intake form, submitted a 
pledge form and are ready to sign the red book. 
Welcome new members and congratulate them on 
making this significant commitment! 

 

Fall Retreat Scheduled 
The 2007 MVUUF Fall Retreat at Grailville has been 
scheduled for October 5—7. Mark your calendar now! 

General Assembly After-Party 
Five Alaskan UU Fellowships invite you to eco-
cultural programs in June right after the Portland 
General Assembly or in July 2007.  See the real 
Alaska! With UU home-stays in Anchorage, Fairbanks, 
Seward, Juneau and Sitka, UUs host parties and lead 
tours. Visit Tlingit and Inupiat Native Alaskans, see 
wildlife including bears, moose, caribou, whales, sea 
otters and sea lions. Visit Denali and three other 
national parks. 
 
Led by Rev. Dick & Mary Weston-Jones, for the 
twelfth year. See additional details on the website at 
www.wuurld.org or call 888-998-8753. The reservation 
deadline is February 28. 

Drop-Ins Welcome 
How many visitors did the Fellowship have in 2006? 
Coming from as far south as Lebanon and as far north 
as Tipp City, 220 people dropped by for services. In 
addition, we had 59 visitors from outside of our area. 
Invite your friends! 

Bringing Hope to Gulf Coast 
(Excerpt from the UUA website) 

Unitarian Universalists continue to flock to the Gulf 
Coast to offer aid to those rebuilding homes and lives 
in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. Massachusetts 
UU minister Rev. Wendy von Zirpolo said, “If we 
profess to seek Beloved Community in our world then 
we need to show up, ask what help looks like, and get 
busy. What I'm encouraged by is the continuing 
Unitarian Universalist presence here...they want to help 
and because this experience is central to who we are as 
a people of faith. Unitarian Universalism calls us to 
show up.” The UUA website makes it easy to give to 
the UUA-UUSC Gulf Coast Relief Fund. 



 

 

Warm Appreciation from Martha  
Thank you to everyone who attended my ordination 
last month. You made it a wonderful occasion by your 
presence. Many, many people helped with this event 
and I’m grateful to all of you. Thanks in particular to 
all of these wonderful folks: 
 
· Judy Rengel for coordinating this celebration 
· Dave Rengel, Joe Zimmerman and Jesse 

Minnefield for spiffing up the building 
· Sylvia Wince for documenting the event and 

helping to plan it 
· The MVUUF Choir for beautiful music 
· Pat Santucci for sound operation 
· Don Heidorn for videotaping 
· Adina Reeve for making my stole 
· Rita and Adina Reeve for preparing all that 

wonderful food 
· Mary Coonrod, Gary Courts, Lynn Haven, 

Claudia Bailey and Dave & Judy Rengel for the 
wine 

· Diane Dover for decorating 
· Kathleen Pennington for coordinating the 

reception and decorations and for creating the 
invitations 

· Jeanette Filbrun for special music and directing 
the choir 

· Kate Santucci and Carol Narigon for the lovely 
music 

· Lew Hann for photography 
· Maury Wyckoff for photography 
· Mike O’Brien and Persephone for helping with 

the readings 
· Phil Wise and Joe Law for lighting the chalice 
· Karen Evans, Rich Robinson, Ben Olive and 

Don Kazyak for ushering and greeting 
· Kriss Gang for performing the “Act of 

Ordination” 
· Chuck Thomas, Jim Faulconer, Jim Farinet, 

Joe Casto and Leslie Woodward for “processing” 
· Judy Pickett for organizing the guest book and the 

visiting clergy 
· Sharon Harmer for helping with the offering 
· Carol Vincent for providing home hospitality 
· Barbara Moreda and Nancy Moody for providing 

transportation 
· Barbara Kelley, Office Administrator 

extraordinaire, for keeping all the balls in the air, 
as always 

· And everyone else for your good wishes and 
loving support during this important moment in 
my life. 
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Ordination or Coronation? Thanks Joe & Phil!   Photo by Joe Law. 

Martha’s big day.         Top two photos by  Maury Wyckoff. 



 

 

CUUPS Spring Retreat at Zane Shawnee Caverns 
MVUUF CUUPS (Covenant of Unitarian Universalist 
Pagans) will host a spring retreat at Zane Shawnee 
Caverns in beautiful Bellefontaine, Ohio, the weekend 
of May 4—6. Everyone is invited to join in the fun! 
Bring the family and stay overnight Friday and 
Saturday. Spend Saturday exploring the beautiful 
caverns with all your friends! We will prepare our 
own meals as a family potluck, so bring food to share. 
The sign up sheet will be available in the Gathering 
Space following Sunday services through April 15. 
For more information, please contact Cyndi Reeves. 
Visit the caverns website at 
www.zaneshawneecaverns.net. 
 
· Zane Shawnee facilities are primitive cabins with 

electric 
· Meals are family potluck 
· Bring food to share! 
· Arrive 6 PM Friday, Depart by 2 PM Sunday 
· $40.00 per person/$10 per child for the entire 

weekend 
· $20.00 deposit per adult is required to reserve 

your place 

 

Fellowship Gourmets 
All are invited to the Fellowship Gourmets’ 
adventures in February and March: 
  
Saturday, February 24, 6:00 PM 
BUCKHORN TAVERN 
8800 Meeker Road, Dayton 45414 
937-890-3261 
  
Saturday, March 24, 6:00 PM 
BRANDYWINE INN 
“Fine French Cuisine” 
204 South Main Street, Monroe 45050 
513-539-8911 
www.brandywineofmonroe.com 
 
RSVP to Cyndi Reeves.  
  

Ordination Collection 
The ordination of Martha Hodges was a lovely service. 
It brought people from all over the country together to 
celebrate her final step in the ministry program. It also 
gave those attending a chance to help others in the 
ministry program. The offering was designated to go to 
the UUA Living Tradition Fund , which provides 
scholarship money to ministerial students and gives 
emergency assistance to ministers. We were able to 
send $787 to the UUA for that fund! Thank you for 
your generous contributions. 
 
      —Sharon Harmer, Denominational Affairs 

Keeping Up With Members 
Dane and Priscilla Mutter want to convey their 
grateful appreciation for the special collection taken 
for their daughter Sue, who is uninsured and very ill. 
The collection brought more than $800 to the family. 
Dane said that the family is overwhelmed and 
humbled by the wonderful support from the 
congregation. Please keep the Mutter family in your 
thoughts. 
 
We hold our premier volunteer Judy Rengel warmly 
in our hearts as she recovers from her recent surgery. 
 
We send our sympathy to David Cobb for the recent 
death of his grandfather. 
 
Our hearts go out to Jan Campbell and Phil Robinette 
for the recent loss of Phil’s mother. 
 
Our sympathy is with Sylvia Wince who lost her 
brother recently. 
 
We wish a speedy recovery to Marisa Head’s 
grandfather, who is ill. 
 
Best wishes to Lucretia Smith who has moved from 
the area and to Ann Hall  who will be moving out west 
soon. 
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UU Church Tour  
The First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara will 
host a four-day tour July 15-17, 2007, and a lifetime 
opportunity to experience Niagara Falls up-close and 
from every perspective, (even safely riding in a 
tethered balloon). Hike down the Niagara gorge, dip in 
the rapids or visit one of the nation’s newest casinos. 
Explore rich historical, cultural and architectural 
heritage with knowledgeable, local UUs as your guides. 
 
The church is a short walk from the Falls and operates 
a hospitality center offering refreshments and a chance 
to rest or visit. The cost of $500 per person includes 
everything—three nights accommodations, meals, all 
entrance fees, local transportation, and guided tours of 
the finest area attractions.  
 
For more information, visit www.uunex.net or call  
716-791-4453. 



 

 

The 2007 Service Auction Needs You 
 
The MVUUF Service Auction is happening Saturday, March 10 from 6:00 to 9:30 PM. This is not just one of our biggest 
social events of the year, it is also our biggest fundraiser of the year, and we need everyone’s help to make it a success. 
 
First, we need your donations! Newcomers may ask, “what kind of donations?”  People donate both services and items.  
Example services include: hosting a dinner for eight people, hosting a party with board games for 12 people, hosting a 
picnic on a hiking trail for six people, computer tech support for four hours, handyman services for a day, pet-sitting or 
house-sitting, a one-hour yoga lesson. Be creative! Other folks prefer to donate items such as baked goods, arts/crafts, or 
collectibles.  (Please save “garage sale” items for the spring sale in May.) 
 
Second, if you can help with the party or the auction, volunteers are needed. We especially need folks to watch the kids in 
30-minute shifts, and two people to coordinate the kid-watching schedule. We also need some folks to keep the serving 
tables stocked with food from the kitchen. 
 
Please complete the form below and return it to Barbara Kelley in the MVUUF office no later than Sunday, February 18 
so we can include your donation in the auction catalog.  Questions? Contact Scott Leonard. 
 
                
Name          Phone 

 
                
Email Address 

 
Name of donated item or service:  
                
 
                
 
Category (select one): 

�  Dinners and Outings         �  Professional Services     �  Art and Hand Crafted Products 

  �  Food    �  Home, Office and Garden 
 
Description of the service(s) or item(s) you will donate:         
 
                
 
                
 
If you are donating multiple items (i.e. 3 doz. cookies), please indicate if the donation is intended to be auctioned as a 

    �  single item   �  multiple items 
 
If you are donating an event (meal, party, hike, etc.), specify the number of guests    and the 

date         or date  �  To Be Determined  
 
If your item is a baked good or something similar, indicate if it will be available: 

   �  the night of the auction  �  a future date 
 
If you require a minimum bid, what is the minimum bid (optional, NOT recommended) $    
 

I can help by: �  Preparing food for kids  �  Kitchen help during the event 
     � Watching kids in a 30-minute shift  � Set-up  

� Decorating  � Clean up 
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Calling All Grocery Shoppers 
Do you shop at Kroger or Dorothy Lane? Your 
purchases can earn money for the Fellowship without 
costing you a cent. Kroger shoppers have earned the 
Fellowship $1,393.58 in six months. Why not join 
them? 
 
We have just restocked on Kroger cards and have some 
$20 Dorothy Lane cards still waiting to be purchased.  
Look for me in the Gathering Space or give me a call to 
order a card.   
 
Kroger  has the easiest system, and returns 4% of our 
recharge amounts monthly to the Fellowship. Three 
steps and we earn money every month from your 
purchases: 
· All you do is purchase a Kroger gift card for $5. On 

your first trip to Kroger, you get $5 of groceries 
free. Add to your $5 card and then use it as a debit 
card. 

· When it runs low, recharge your card at Kroger 
(with cash, credit card, debit card  or check), even in 
the checkout lane—before you checkout your 
groceries. 

Many of you already have Kroger gift cards—remember 
to recharge them and use them when you shop.  
Remember, they’re not the same as your Kroger Plus 
key tag. 
 
Dorothy Lane offers two programs that benefit the 
Fellowship, Gift Cards and the Community Rewards 
Program:  
· The Dorothy Lane gift cards have a declining 

balance;  they can be used until you have spent all 
your money but cannot be recharged. We have $20 
cards available. The Fellowship receives 5% for all 
cards sold.   

· In addition to these cards, Dorothy Lane offers to all 
shoppers a Good Neighbors program for donations 
to a favorite charity. You must re-register each year 
for the Fellowship to get credit for your purchases. 
If you even shop Dorothy Lane occasionally, please 
register for 2007.  

 
—Maureen O’Meara, Grocery Cards Fundraiser Chair 

Martha’s Magical Mystery Tour  
While this business of searching for the right 
congregation for my settled ministry is exhilarating, 
I’m sorry that I won’t be able to be with you for 
several Sundays in the next couple of months. I’ll be 
guest preaching at various congregations that are 
considering calling me as their next minister. Mike 
O’Brien and the Worship Committee are doing a great 
job of ensuring that your Sunday services are in good 
hands while I am gone and there will be wonderful 
speakers, both ministers and others, to look forward to 
hearing on these mornings.  I will be glad to get back 
to a normal preaching schedule with you when this is 
over in April! 
 
Although I’ll be out of the pulpit for much of this time, 
these pre-candidating visits occur on the weekends and 
I’m still very much available to you during the week! 
Please don’t hesitate to call the office or let me know 
directly if you need to talk with me about anything. If 
you should have an emergency and need some pastoral 
attention when I am away, Jim Faulconer has kindly 
agreed to be on call. Please call him in the event of a 
personal or family crisis.  

 

Welcoming Session Every Third Sunday 
Our next Welcoming Session (orientation) will be held 
on Sunday, February 18 at 12:30 PM in the Richard 
Venus Library. The Welcoming Sessions are 
informational and will help potential new members 
understand the many programs, projects and 
opportunities available at the Fellowship. 

Join MVUUF CUUPS 
All are welcome to join CUUPS (Covenant of 
Unitarian Universalist Pagans). Find our Yahoo group 
at mvuuf_cuups@yahoogroups.com. Contact Cyndi 
Reeves. 
 
Upcoming meetings and events: 
· February 3, Saturday, 6:00 PM: Imbolc 

Candlemas Ritual 
· February 11, Sunday, 12:30 PM: Guest 

speaker Marcy Vonderwell from Heritage 
Nativist Temple, Piqua, Ohio. (Heritage 
Nativist Temple will be hosting the Miami Valley 
International Pagan Pride Day on September 22.) 

· March 3, Saturday, 6:00 PM: Full Moon 
Ritual 

· March 11, Sunday, 12:30 PM: Planning 
· March 25, Sunday, 5:00 PM: Ostara Ritual 
· April 1, Sunday, 5:00 PM: Full Moon Ritual 
· April 15, Sunday, 12:30 PM: Planning 
· May 4-6: Beltaine Spring Retreat at Zane 

Shawnee Caverns  
· May 13, Sunday, 12:30 PM: Full Moon Ritual 
· June 10, Sunday, 12:30 PM: Planning 
· June 24, Sunday, 12:30 PM: Summer Solstice 

Ritual    



 

 

Chalicelight Art Gallery  
We are pleased to feature paintings by Edy Martin  
through the month of February. A native of Ohio, Edy 
has been interested in art since childhood. Working in 
both oils and pastels, she paints her environment—
people, landscapes and still life.  
  
She studied art at the Academy of Art in Stuttgart 
Germany, graduated from Sinclair with a Fine Art 
degree and attended art classes at Wright State 
University. She attends workshops each year with 
noted artists such as Albert Handell and Wolf Kahn.  
  
Edy exhibits oil paintings depicting seascapes from her 
travels along the California coast—drawing the viewer 
into the scene to almost hear the rhythm of the waves 
on the shore. She is inspired by the Mary Cassatt 
paintings that show a close relationship between 
mother and child.  
  
Edy says, “I’m inspired by the Romantic painters who 
believed that God’s presence could be seen in nature. I 
strive to capture that spirituality in the people and the 
landscape.” 
 
Her paintings are in collections throughout the Miami 
Valley, as well as several other areas of the country. 
She has had several one-woman shows and participates 
in local juried shows. She is a member of the Dayton 
Society of Painters and Sculptors, the Tri-Art Club of 
Dayton, the Ohio Plein Air Society and is a Signature 
member of the American Impressionist Society.  
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Cheap Sleep 
Do you dream of inexpensive vacation travel to 
interesting destinations where you can stay in the 
homes of friendly people who share your ideals and 
are happy to provide directions and advice for their 
area?   
 
The UU bed and breakfast directory UU’re Home can 
help fulfill your dream. Travelers will find a network 
of hosts in the United States (and a few abroad) in the 
directory.  The Fellowship has a copy of the directory 
in the office. Take a look at the listings before your 
next vacation! 

Child Care Position Available 
MVUUF will soon provide child care during the adult 
religious education classes that precede our regular 
Sunday services. We are in search of a qualified child 
care provider for safe supervision of our children from 
9:15 AM until 12:15 PM on Sundays. The position will 
pay $10 an hour and will require a background check. 
The person in this position will supervise a teen 
assistant. This is a great opportunity for an early 
childhood education student. Applicants should contact 
Genevieve Harvey or Persephone. Share this 
information with qualified people. 
 



 

 

Concerning Social Concerns 
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Sponsor a Guest at Your Table this Winter! 
 

February 4 to March 4 
The Guest at Your Table program begins at the Fellowship on February 4. The campaign 
will end on March 11, when our contributions will be sent to the UUSC.  
 
The UUSC, its history, and you 
This program serves as the annual fundraiser for the Unitarian Universalist Service 
Committee, founded in 1939 to respond to the needs of refugees of the Nazi holocaust. 
Since 1975, the Guest at Your Table program has been putting UU faith in action, by 
raising funds to help people struggling for basic human rights both in the U.S. and around 
the world.  

 
How does it work?  
Guest at Your Table allows you and your family to sponsor an international visitor by donating once a day as you eat 
your main meal. Children and families will receive brightly-colored boxes for their donations. 
 
Guest at Your Table, however, is not just for children or for loose coins. How many dollars worth of food would you 
be willing to offer for protecting the human rights of your guest—international or domestic—if he or she really could 
share a family meal with you? $1.00, $2.00, $5.00?  
 
If you prefer to give a check, why not figure out in advance your guest’s food budget? Adults may opt for an envelope 
provided by the UUSC rather than a box to turn in a contribution. With a $40.00 donation ($20 Seniors and $10 for 
Students and Youth) you become a member of UUSC, our own faith-based voice for Human Rights. Donations of 
$75.00 or more from a family or individual are matched by the Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Shelter Rock. 
 
Make your check out to UUSC, but return it to me at the Fellowship, so that I can total our contributions before 
sending them to the UUSC in Cambridge. 
 
Last year’s donations from our Fellowship totaled $2,434. Hope we can make this another banner year.  
 
         —Maureen O’Meara, GAYT Chair 

Got Bowls? 
Are you a potter? Do you have friends who are potters? Our 2nd Annual Soup Supper to benefit hunger relief is 
scheduled for Saturday, March 31 at the Fellowship. 
 
We need to collect about 125 to 150 handmade bowls to give to participants on that date, which will be filled with 
delicious soup from local restaurants.  
 
If you are a potter or have friends who are potters, now is the time to start making (or begging for) those bowls to 
donate to this very worthy cause! 
 
Last spring we had over 100 guests at our Soup Supper event, and generated almost $2,500 
to donate to hunger relief in the Miami Valley. We’d like to top that this time!  
 
It’s time to start signing up our volunteers for this important community event. We need 
help selling tickets, arranging for donations from local restaurants, picking up donations, as 
well as a set-up and clean-up crew. There are many volunteer jobs to help prepare for the 
supper. If you can help in any way, please contact Ann Rismiller.  



 

 

The Other Place 
MVUUF has an ongoing commitment to serve lunch at The Other Place (840 South Patterson Boulevard) on the second 
Saturday of each month. The Other Place is a day shelter with the mission of actively countering all causes and 
conditions of homelessness through advocacy, education and service. Our efforts feed approximately 200 people. Sign 
up in the Gathering Space or in your Fellowship group meeting. Contact Diane Dover or Lucy Kazyak to help or if you 
are able to provide a menu item (15-20 servings). If you aren’t available on lunch day, call Diane or Lucy to arrange an 
alternative drop-off location or time. Additional on-site servers are especially needed—servers must sign up in advance.  
 
Plan to help next on Saturday, February 10. 
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 February 10 Menu 

Turkey (Thank you Adina & Rita Reeve!) 
Hot mixed vegetables 
Baked sweet potatoes 
Fresh fruit salad, cut up 
Cookies 
2% milk and 100% juice 

Basket Collection Results 
We donate 30 percent of our basket collections (all 
money not going toward pledges) to a cause selected by 
the Social Concerns group. Collections received during 
October, November and December services (totaling 
$602) were given to The Other Place to provide 
housing deposits to three families moving out of 
homelessness and into their own places.  
 
Our January and February collections will purchase 
school uniforms for children attending Dayton public 
schools whose families cannot afford to buy the 
required clothing. 
 
Thank you for giving generously! 

INTERWEAVE  
INTERWEAVE, a support/discussion group for Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender (GLBT) people 
and their allies meets at the Fellowship at 7:30 PM on 
the third Wednesday of each month.  
 
Contact Joe Law for more information. 

Young UUs in Service 
Plan two unforgettable weeks in rural Transylvania 
this summer (July 30-August 14) with your high-
schoolers. The Agora Experience is a two-week 
cultural immersion and service opportunity offering 
young Unitarian Universalists a chance to explore the 
birthplace of Unitarianism while learning about the 
importance of international rural development efforts.  
Participants will learn about important roles they can 
play in the global development community while both 
being empowered and empowering the communities 
served. 
 
Hosted by Agora, a local environment and sustainable 
development nonprofit, participants will live with a 
family and work with locals (and Peace Corps 
Volunteers) on a variety of exciting projects such as 
helping to build a solar fruit drier to make a delicious 
natural product for local markets and increase the 
vitamin intake for everyone in the village during the 
winter. Visit www.experience.green-agora.ro for more 
details. Diane receives the 2006 Emily Upham Award for Social Justice  
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MVUUF Daytime Book Club 
The Daytime Book Club meets on a Wednesday 
(usually) each month at the Fellowship at 10:30 AM in 
the Founders' Room.  
 
We discuss the book of the month and then go to lunch 
together. This is an open group and newcomers are more 
than welcome. Contact Carol Vincent or Sylvia Wince 
for further information.  
 
The group will discuss The Fifth Child by Doris Lessing 
on February 14. Upcoming selections include Palestine - 
Peace or Apartheid by Jimmy Carter (March 14), YaYas 
in Bloom by Rebecca Wells (April), Chiefs by Stuart 
Woods (May) and The Audacity of Hope by Barack 
Obama (June). 

Lifespan Religious Education 

Women’s Group 
We will complete discussions of Dance of the 
Dissident Daughter on February 4. The following 
week, we will start Exploring Deep Ecology and 
continue through March for 9 weeks. The books will 
be distributed on February 4 and 11 or by other 
arrangements. If you didn’t order a book in advance, 
find someone to share with, as they are not available 
locally. There are two extra. 
 
Some of the topics for weekly discussion include the 
gaia hypothesis, spirituality and the earth, native 
American wisdom, ecopsychology, simplicity and 
bioregionalism. 
 
If our group is large (and it looks like it will be), we 
will meet in the northeast corner of the Sanctuary. All 
women are welcome! If you have any questions, call 
Linda Yoder. 

 
“Viewed from the distance of the moon,  
the astonishing thing about the earth, 
catching the breath, is that it is alive.”  

 

   —LEWIS THOMAS , BIOLOGIST  
 L IVES OF A CELL : NOTES OF A BIOLOGY  WATCHER  
 

 

Introduction to Integral Theory  
MVUUF member Don Heidorn will present 
Introduction to Integral Theory at the Fellowship on 
Tuesday, February 13 at 7:00 PM.  
 
This talk will be based on relatively recent 
groundbreaking insights into the relationships between 
philosophy, psychology, science and religion, among 
other things. It will provide a foundation for 
understanding the nature of a wide range of conflicts 
we see in the world today. That includes conflicts 
between individuals as well as those on a global scale. 
  
This is a talk about understanding people, their 
development, their viewpoints and their value systems. 
It is not intended for the faint of heart as some sacred 
cows may become disturbed. It is expected that the 
attendees will leave with something genuinely worthy 
of their further consideration. 

Naming the Earth 
How would it change 
If our planet had a name? 
A name of its own – 
not just one of its substances. 
 
Other planets do. 
Suppose they 
were called “Manganese,” 
“Ammonia,” or “Titanium” – 
would they appear the same? 
 
Surely Venus seems more of a miniature moon. 
Mars more ruddy and Jupiter a-glitter 
for wearing the aura of gods! 
But our planet – like a foundling – 
we speak of as the earth, as we’d say the child. 
 
Perhaps if we named it we’d treat it better, 
stop gouging it out and mucking up its veins, 
plaster no more concrete on its skin. 
Name it for a goddess and we might honor it, even. 
 
      —Evelyn Ames, Dust on a Precipice 

   
 Children’s and Youth February RE Schedule  
  
        K-5    6-12 

 
 

FEB 4 Class Youth Worship 

FEB 11 

FEB 18 Class Class 

FEB 25 Children’s Chapel Class 

To Be Announced 



 

 

Community Class Schedule 
The Community Class is an adult group that meets 
every Sunday morning at 9:30—10:45 AM in the 
Founders’ Room for fellowship and thought-
provoking discussion. A chance to let your hair down, 
speak your mind or say nothing at all, without 
criticism. Up close and personal. Please join us!  
  
Sunday, February 4 
“The Stranger by Albert Camus.” Camus’ The 
Stranger (1946) is one of the most widely read novels 
of the post world war era. In it, a young Algerian man 
is tried, not so much for the arguably defensible 
murder he committed, but for his deficient character. 
Knowledge of the book is encouraged, but certainly 
not required. Moderator: Mike O’Brien 
  
Sunday, February 11 
“Habits: A Blessing or a Curse?” Gossiping, 
watching TV, procrastinating, impulse spending, 
surfing the net, exercising, reading, speeding and 
cleaning could all be categorized as habits - some 
good, some not so good. Where do they come from? 
How do we eliminate bad habits and develop useful 
ones? Moderator: Ralf Grisard 
  
Sunday, February 18 
“How We Know What Isn’t So.”   We’ll discuss the 
subject of the book of the same name by Thomas 
Gilovich, subtitled “The Fallibility of Human Reason 
in Everyday Life.” Gilovich is a professor of 
psychology at Cornell University who has researched 
decision-making and behavioral economics. 
Moderator: Sam Kramer   
  
Sunday, February 25  
“Smoking Today.”   How has this unhealthy activity 
affected our lives or those of loved ones? Will the 
recent Ohio ban on smoking in public buildings go the 
way of Prohibition or should cigarettes be viewed like 
prescription drugs that are removed from the market 
when proven to have deadly side effects? What about 
insurance benefits for people who knowingly use this 
substance that causes cancer and other life threatening 
illnesses? What about privacy rights?  Moderator:  
Julie Bragg  
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Worship Committee Meeting 
The next Worship Committee meeting is scheduled for 
February 19 at 7:00 PM. The committee plans the 
worship services and all are welcome to attend. This 
committee will be especially important during 
Martha’s absence for her candidating weekends. For 
more information, contact Mike O’Brien. 
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What Is Mystery Friends? 
A Mystery Friend is a fun and easy way for adult 
MVUUF members and children to get to know one 
another and have the opportunity to form new 
friendships.  
 
How Does Mystery Friends Work? 
The Mystery Friends committee pairs adult Mystery 
Friends with young friends.  Each adult receives the 
name and address of their young friend with 
instructions and suggestions for small, inexpensive 
gifts.  The adult Mystery Friend sends correspondence 
weekly for three weeks, including clues to their 
identity. Mystery Friends then meet at the MVUUF 
Mystery Friends dinner on March 24.  The young 
friend brings a small, inexpensive gift to the dinner 
for their adult friend.  The adult and child bring 
matching non-perishable food items to help identify 
each other and the food items are later donated to 
those in need.   
 
How Do I Sign Up? 
Forms for adult and child participants 
are available at the Fellowship. Find one 
on the bulletin board or on the bulletin 
table at the front entrance to the Sanctuary. 
Put your completed form in the Mystery 
Friends box in the Gathering Space. 
 
IMPORTANT DATES   
 
February 18     Final date for Mystery Friends sign up 
February 25—March 3           1st week 
March 4—10            2nd week 
March 11—17             3rd  week 
March 24    Mystery Friends dinner at 6:00 PM 
 
  
 
(If you have any questions, 
contact Kurt Zimmerman   
or Genevieve Harvey.)                                
 
 



 

 

Evening Book Discussion Group 
The next Evening Book Discussion Group meeting will 
be on Tuesday, February 13 at 7:00 PM at Lucy 
Kazyak's house for a discussion of The Mighty and the 
Almighty by Madeleine Albright. 
 
The March meeting will be held in the Founders’ Room 
at the Fellowship at 7:00 PM on Tuesday, March 13. 
We will be participating in “The Big Read,” the 
community-wide reading project, by discussing The 
Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls. Anyone who would 
like to join in a discussion of this “Big Read” title is 
welcome to attend. 
 
New participants are always welcome. Contact Ann 
Snively if you would like more information.  

Smart Choices  
Two Monday evenings each month, the Smart Choices 
women meet for the purpose of enriching their lives in 
some way. Sometimes we learn something new, 
sometimes we share wisdom, sometimes we just have 
fun doing something together. This is not a closed 
group. You are invited! We usually meet at the 
Fellowship, however, on occasion we meet at a home or 
a particular place, such as a theater.  Call Sylvia Wince 
for more details.  
 
Monday, February 12, 7:30 PM: 
We will meet for check-in and chat and we will also 
celebrate the birthdays of Shirley Gezinski and Cyndi 
Reeves. 
 
Monday, February 26, 7:30 PM: 
Many people assume that the chemicals in our 
household cleaners and personal care products are safe. 
In reality, few chemicals have been adequately studied 
for their effect on the nervous and immune systems. We 
will talk about some of the most harmful ones and how 
they can affect you, your family and pets. Join us to find 
out which products are “smart choices.” Also, we will 
make our own “soft scrub” type cleanser and discover 
safer (and cheaper) alternatives to fabric softener. All 
are welcome! 

Poetic Insights 
The group will meet Sunday, February 25 at the Wince's 
house. We eat a sack lunch at 1:00 PM, then begin 
writing at 1:30 PM. There is a prompt to stimulate ideas, 
then we write prose, poetry, doggerel or simply a stream 
of consciousness, after which we share our thoughts. It 
is fun and takes little talent. It is open to anyone who 
would like to join us. Call Sylvia or Bev Wince for 
directions.  

Religion Without God 
MVUUF member Mike O’Brien will lead a five-
session discussion of his recently published book, 
Religion Without God. The book focuses on the 
question “If supernaturalization were removed from the 
world's great religions, what would remain?” The 
discussions will explore just what religion is, and how 
it is changing in the modern world. A complimentary 
book will be provided. 
 
The course will be held at the Fellowship on 
Wednesdays at 7:00—9:00 PM from February 14 
through March 14. Those who are interested may 
contact Mike before the class or just show up on 
February 14. 

Building Your Own Theology (BYOT) 
Course to Begin Soon 
“Unitarian, isn’t that the religion where you can 
believe in anything you want?” 
You are invited to join a spiritual odyssey to examine, 
deepen and articulate your religious beliefs.  BYOT 
directly addresses our UU Principles, especially the 
“free and responsible search for truth and meaning” 
and the “encouragement to spiritual growth within our 
congregations.” During ten BYOT sessions, we will 
examine varieties of religious experience, human 
nature, ultimate reality, history, ethics and religious 
meaning with these goals in mind: 
 

· To examine your own theological journey and 
understand where you are on that journey  

· To build a personal theology based on your 
individual life experiences 

· To develop a credo (a “This, I believe” 
statement) reflecting your personal religious 
beliefs, and values 

· To look at one's own religious history and the 
history of Unitarian Universalism 

· To build community among and between 
participants and the Fellowship 

 
BYOT sessions will begin as soon as 6 or more (up to 
12) participants have signed up. More information and 
sign-up can be had by talking with Richard Donnelly 
after Sunday services or by phoning or e-mailing him 
(see his listing in the Fellowship directory). 

Men's Group 
The Men’s Group meets the first and third Sundays of 
each month at 9:15 AM in the Richard Venus Library 
for fellowship and discussion. All men age 16 and older 
are welcome to attend. 
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  What Do Your Actions Teach Your Children? 
 
What do you rely on to teach your kids about God? Whether or not you believe in God, we 
all have a concept of who or what God is—and so do our children. Do you assume that 
your concept of God is the one your children have or will have? Do you rely on their 
religious education classes to provide them with the tools to form their own well-informed 
and well-rounded idea of God? Is your children’s belief or disbelief in God irrelevant to 
you? 
 
Many of you may be surprised to hear that every child in our church that I’ve spoken with 
about God, regardless of their parents’ beliefs or theological leanings, has a concept of 
God. While many of us adults no longer have a personified idea of God, most of our 
children’s minds aren’t developed enough to understand process theology or consciousness 

evolution or the historical and cultural significance and power of mythology. To them, God is like a person. Children 
understand what they see and feel. They see and feel people. And who are the people they see and feel and rely on for 
everything? Their parents, of course. 
 
According to Louise Danielle Palmer in an article in Spirituality & Health magazine (Jan/Feb 2007), “Children’s 
images of their mothers and fathers closely reflect their image of God.”  The American Psychology Association 
presented research at their 2006 convention indicating that, “children’s perceptions of their parents determine their 
views of God more than the parents’ teachings” (italics mine). 
 
While I was surprised to hear how many of the children in our church think of God as male (gasp!), this is really 
developmentally normal. Researchers have found that children tend to see God as a father when they’re younger, and as 
a mother as they get older. Interestingly, whether children saw God as nurturing was directly linked to whether they 
perceived their mothers as nurturing. Likewise, they perceived God as powerful if they perceived their fathers as 
powerful. When tested and interviewed to determine how secure their parents made them feel, then asked to place a 
“God-figure” in relation to themselves in both stressful and stress-neutral situations, it was clear that these children 
(ages 5-7) saw their parents and God in the same light. Whether children saw their parents as close or distant, they saw 
God the same way. 
 
Whether or not this study took into account two-mom or two-dad families, single parent households or any other 
variation of family make-up, I do not know. But what is clear is that the way parents interact with their children has 
deep psychological and spiritual consequences. It is clearly more important what parents do than what they say when it 
comes to children’s beliefs about God. As the title of the article says, “To Introduce Kids to a Loving God, Be a Loving 
Parent.” 
 
If you have a young child, roughly between the ages of 5 and 7, try this exercise:   
 
 Have your child sit down and draw, paint, sculpt or otherwise create a “God-figure.”  Once they have created 
 this figure, ask your child questions about various situations and ask them to put the God-figure as near or far to 
 them as they feel God is in those situations (having a bad dream, fighting with their brother, eating dinner, etc). 
 Then talk to them about how close they feel to you in each of those situations. You can also ask your child why 
 they made their God-figure look the way they did, if their God is a man, woman, or both. Ask them why they 
 think God is this way.  
 
You may learn a lot about your child, what they learn, where they learn it from, and especially, what they are learning 
from you. 
 
           Blessings, 
           Persephone 

Persephone’s Ponderings 
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������ �� Panini Ministry (Panera) 11:00 AM 

��	� 
�  

��
� �� CUUPS 6:00 PM 

���� �� Men’s Group 9:15 AM 
Women’s Group 9:30 AM 
Community Class 9:30 AM 
4th Principle:Truth Search—Martha Hodges 11 AM 

Guest at Your Table Begins 
Young Adults 12:30 PM 
Safe Congregations 12:30 PM 

���� �� Program Council 7:00 PM 
 

����� �� CUUPS 7:30 PM 

���� �� Choir Practice 7:30 PM 

������ �� Panini Ministry (Panera) 11:00 AM 
World Religions 7:30 PM 

��	� ��  

��
� ��� The Other Place Meal 11:30 AM 

���� ��� Women’s Group 9:30 AM 
Community Class 9:30 AM 
Slights of Passage—Rev. Annie Foerster 11 AM 
CUUPS 12:30 PM 

���� �
� Smart Choices 7:30 PM 

����� ��� Evening Book Club—offsite 
Integral Theory-Don Heidorn-7:00 PM 

���� ���
�

Happy Valentine’s Day 
The FORUM Deadline 
Religion W/O God-Mike O’Brien 7:30 PM 
Choir Practice 7:30 PM 

������ ��� Panini Ministry (Panera) 11:00 AM 
Board Meeting 7:00 PM 

��	� ���  

��
� ���  

���� ��� Men’s Group 9:15 AM 
Women’s Group 9:30 AM 
Community Class 9:30 AM 
Life Stages of Faith—Rev. Kat Hawbaker 11 AM 

Orientation 12:30 PM 
Young Adults 12:30 PM 
Mystery Friends Sign Up Deadline 
CineManiacs—Neon Movies 5 PM 

���� ��� Social Concerns 7:00 PM 
Worship Committee 7:00 PM 

����� 
�� CUUPS 7:30 PM 

���� 
�� INTERWEAVE 7:30 PM 
Religion W/O God-Mike O’Brien 7:30 PM 
Choir Practice 7:30 PM 

������ 

� Panini Ministry (Panera) 11:00 AM 
World Religions 7:30 PM 

��	� 
��  

��
� 
�� Fellowship Gourmets 6 PM Buckhorn Tavern 
Drum Circle 7:00 PM 

���� 
�� Women’s Group 9:30 AM 
Community Class 9:30 AM 
Mystery Friends Begins 
Service To Be Announced 11 AM 

Poetic Insights—Wince’s  1:00 PM 
 

���� 
�� Smart Choices 7:30 PM 

����� 
��  

���� 
�� Choir Practice 7:30 PM 
Religion W/O God-Mike O’Brien 7:30 PM 
 

����
����

����������	�
��
�������������	�
��
�������������	�
��
�������������	�
��
���� ���
MVUUF Service Auction—March 10 
Mystery Friends Dinner—March 24 
2nd Annual Soup Supper—March 31 



 

 

Martha and Kriss at ordination.         Photo by Lew Hann. 

Kate and Carol at ordination       Photo by Lew Hann. Joe and Phil     Photo by Maury Wyckoff. 

Ordination congregation sings             Photo by Maury Wyckoff. 

Jeanette       Photo by Lew Hann. 

Persephone   Photo by Maury Wyckoff. 


