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Search Committee Selects Candidate!!

Your MVUUF Search Committee is very pleased to announce that we}
have unanimously selected tReverend Amy MacMillan Russellof |
Germantown, Maryland, as the candidate to be the next MVUUF min
Many of our members will fondly remember her as the former Amy

MacMillan, a member of our Fellowship during the 1990s. \

During our personal interview with Amy several weeks ago, we were
impressed with her intelligence, engaging warmth and dynamic pulpi
presence. We are sure that she will bring the maturity, community-
building and inter-personal skills to help grow and strengthen our Rev. Amy Russell
Fellowship in the years ahead.

Since August 2002, Amy has been the minister of the Sugarloaf Congregatios of G8rmantown.
During that time, the Sugarloaf congregation has doubled to over 90 members, andsAjuiled the
group as it constructed a new worship center, now used for two Sunday morningsservi

Amy formerly worked for NCR in Dayton, where she spent 14 years in trainirgdogenent, delivery
and management. She has a 1974 BA in education from Tufts University, and a 1983 MA in
educational counseling from Northeastern. She and her husband, the late Sktaklgoined
MVUUF about 1993, and she served the Fellowship in various ways, including tvecagean R.E.
teacher, two years as the worship committee chair and as head of the 198@Iplexig

After Scott's death from cancer, Amy remarried and moved to Louisvidlieiukky, with Bill Russell,
her new husband. There she felt the call to ministry and attended illeui$sological Seminary,
graduating with a MDiv degree in 2001. She worked for two years as a parteneminister at
Thomas Jefferson Unitarian Church in Louisville, and one year as analisiterim minister at
Heritage Universalist in Cincinnati.

Amy is interested in working with all areas of MVUUF, including preachiagtoral care, leadership
development, religious education, social activism, spiritual developaneintspecially community-
building. She was looking for a mid-size congregation seeking growth that wédmesa warm,
welcoming community and a social justice center in the community.

Our candidating week for Amy will be April 29—May 6. During this period, Amy pittsent two
consecutive Sunday services, and spend the intervening week meetingfvraups, committees
and members, while also becoming reacquainted with Dayton. Following the sen&camday, May
6, a special congregational meeting will convene to vote on calling Amy a®wuninister.

We have been honored by the trust you have shown us as members of the MVUUF Seard¢te€ommi
We have worked hard for the past year, and are confident that we have found duwoedeminister
who will enlighten, encourage and enrich us in the years ahead.

—Mlinisterial Search Committee

Jamie McQuinn,chair,John Bierman,secretaryJim Faulconer, Sean Halpin, Alice Lizee, Ann SniwelPhil Wise

VISION STATEMENT We are a welcoming spiritual congregation encounggone another on our personal
journeys, embracing diversity, nurturing communéyd working together for social justice. We adiiygromote
the liberal religious principles of the Unitarianfiversalist Association.




Sunday, April 1—11:00 AM

Breaking the Color Barrier in Baseball: The 60th
Anniversary

Chuck Thomas

Post WWII America was far from ready for the civil
rights movement. In 1947, Jackie Robinson and the
Dodgers shook up American society as profoundly as
the Supreme Court did just a few years later in
desegregating public schools. The integration of
baseball transformed not only baseball but American
athletics and eventually American society.

Friday, April 6—7:30 PM

Good Friday Service

Chuck Thomas

Good Friday is the time when people remember the last
days of Jesus' life...a day he spent in undeserved pain,
humiliation and godforsaken despair. Come to this
service with your own past or present despair. In this,
we do not stand alone.

Sunday, April 8—11:00 AM

Easter Celebration

Persephone and Martha Hodges

Persephone and Martha will present an intergenerational
Easter/Spring service about rebirth and spiritual renewal.
The service will feature stories, readings, music and
reflection. Please bring fruit cut into bite-size pieces.

Sunday, April 15—11:00 AM

A Ministry We Share

Jim Faulconer

Let us reflect on the ministry we share with each other
in this, our beloved community.

Sunday, April 22—11:00 AM

A Leap of Faith, Stewardship, Generosity and the
Land of Enough

Kriss Gang

The Great Leap of Faithlt's yours, take it, leap like

a lunatic, over the chasm below, erupting as you go.
Your true self awaits you, now you will knowHat

guote and the painting by Minneapolis poet and artist
Jane Evershed, on which it appears, are the inspiration
for a discussion about stewardship and the culture of
generosity. Ground-shifting transitions often occur
through evolutionary change in thought and action;
however the biggest and most successful transitions
have begun with a high-flying, banner waving “leap of
faith.” Do we have what it takes for such a leap?

Sunday, April 29—11:00 AM

First Sermon

Amy Russell

Our ministerial candidate will introduce herself and
share the story of her spiritual journey.
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Martha Hodges Interim Minister

Office Hours: Daily except Tuesday; call for apgaient.
Email: martha.hodges@sbcglobal.net

Dale Bockhorst Bookkeeper
Email: dalebockhorst@yahoo.com

Jeanette Filbrun Choir Director
Choir Practice Wednesdays, 7:30 PM
Email: musicfil@aol.com

Barbara Kelley Administrator

Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 9:00 AM—3:00 PM
Email: admin@mvuuf.org

Jesse Minnefield Custodian

PersephongeDirector of Lifespan Religious Education
Office Hours: Sunday AM and by appointment

Email: mvuuf-dire@excite.com

2006-2007 MVUUE Board

Kriss Gang Dave Rengel
President Vice President
Scott Leonard Bill Wendel
Treasurer Secretary

Greg Reese Alysoun Taylor

Trustee-at-Large Trustee-at-Large

Joan Albrecht
Program Council Trustee/Chair

Program Council

Genevieve Harvey
LRE Rep

Joan Albrecht
Program Council Chair

Jay Snively
Public Relations Rep

Joe Law
Communications Rep

George Henderson
Membership Rep

Jennie Hardy
Activities Rep

Carol Narigon
Music Rep

Ruth Rowley
Worship Rep

Joe Zimmerman
Operations Rep

Kate Santucci
Social Concerns Rep

The FORUM

The FORUMis published monthly by the Miami Valley
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, 8690 Yankee Stre
Dayton, OH 45458. Subscription price is $20 anyuaid is
included in membershif.he FORUMs edited byBarbara
Kelley (admin@mvuuf.org). Thank you for help frafoe
Law (Communications Rep§zeorge HendersoifMailer)
andCarol Narigon (Proofreader)The next Forum deadline
is April 17. The deadline for the Sunday bulletin is 10:00
AM on the preceding Monday.
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Council and Board

Program Council Updates

One of the goals of the Program Council is to keep the larger congregétionad about the events underway around

the Fellowship—nboth past activities and opportunities for future involmerd¢hen the Program Council met on
March 5, area representatives provided the following brief reports to kelshigh the congregation.

COMMUNICATIONS—Internal (Joe Law)

I have continued to work the policy requested for use with MVUUF’s Yahmgpgrand—thanks to the assistance o
number of members—uwill present a draft to the Program Council at ithMageting. Progress is being made on th
congregational survey, which also will be discussed at the Marchngeet

LRE (Genevieve Harvey)

A new child care provideiMelissa Clark was hired and began working on March 4. LRE groups are working tow
developing behavior standards/covenant for YRE, developing a safety polieyirg curriculum (including Studio
Rotation), addressing child care needs during meetings parentipgadetin and teacher/volunteer recruitment, as w
as planning such activities as the Easter Egg Hunt and Mystery Frifsrdephone and Genevieve, along with the

fa

ard

ell

personnel committee will begin to participate in the staff performangew process. Julie Konik was appointed March

11 to serve as the LRE Team Chair for the duration of this term (June 30).

MUSIC (Carol Narigon)
Share your love of music! The music committee will meet April 1 shaftir the service in the Founders' Room. T|

Program Council is putting together a church-wide survey, so one thing weidosging is what questions we'd like

to ask the congregation about music. The choir rehearses at 7:30 evessd@désanight. Catch the rhythm with the
drum circle on April 7 at 7:00 PM. The music committee is always looking éonlmers and ideas. If you'd like to be
involved in music at the Fellowship, talk to Carol Narigon.

OPERATIONS (Joe Zimmerman)
Stuff gets broken.

Some gets fixed.

Some doesn't.

SOCIAL CONCERNS (Kate Santucci)
Thanks to everyone for all the hard work they've put into planning and organiangénis Soup Bowl Supper. Ther
are many different events going on this spring in Social Concerns, so chealetigac and get involved! Anyone is
welcome to participate in our meetings and events, just show up and wedlptatwork. Don't forget to throw in a
couple of extra bucks when the collection basket comes around—30% of your domeliitameh and April will be
given to the Dayton International Peace Museum to help support their workisoseaal justice.

WORSHIP (Ruth Rowley)
An exciting time is with us as we prepare to have a prospective micastdidate. We hope our members understar
that Sunday services will be unpredictable in the next month or two. Martheeadl two Sundays away to candidat
for her new position and we will need two Sundays to spend with our candidate. 8tayradéices about changing
Sunday programming. A lot of balls need to be juggled in the air.

he

d

v
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Summary of Program Pouncil Meeting of March 5

The consensus of the program council is that the time
requested by the Dayton Heart Hospital to publicize the
Life Line Screening during a Sunday service is
excessive, and the PR representative will offer to print
the announcement in advance (in Beeumand the
weekly order of service) and provide a briefer
announcement during the service.

The worship representative, who had expressed
concern about being able to pay speakers for Sunday
services while Martha Hodges is pre-candidating, will
take the matter to the treasurer for consultation and
possible additional board action.

The program council affirmed that the membership
representative should go forward with plans to use
some of the area budget for publicity, coordinating
efforts of the membership committee with PR.

The LRE representative brought forward a suggestion
from the Safety Task Force that would address the
liability of unsupervised children in the building when
parents are in meetings and that would allow additional
parents to participate. One night each week would be
set aside for committee meetings, and child care could
be provided. Although no conclusions were reached,
several additional suggestions were offered for further
consideration.

In addition, the Safety Task Force suggested using a
video camera and monitor as part of the supervision
when a childcare provider(s) are not available. In
addition, the video system could be used to monitor the
entrance to the building during the day. Genevieve
Harvey had purchased a camera and monitor and will
contact the board about the possibility of
reimbursement.

As part of the ongoing development of the
congregational survey, questions used in two earlier
surveys were distributed before the meeting. Area
representatives expressed the need for additional time
to consult with people in their areas and to respond
with the questions they would like to include on the
survey. Thus the program council requests additional
time to develop the survey.

Genevieve Harvey will talk with the board president
concerning the leadership retreat (March 17), providing
a list of which program council members are available
that morning and/or afternoon. It was also requested
that the question of how to deal with budget
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information for the various program areas be addressed
at the retreat. Members of the Program Council agreed
to complete a short survey to be distributed by Julie
Konik in preparation for the leadership retreat.

The communications policy distributed before the
meeting was discussed and—uwith slight
modifications—it will be forwarded to the board for its
March meeting.

April 9 Meeting: Because of time constraints it was
agreed to postpone the discussion of leadership
development/exit interviews until the next meeting. In
the absence of the Program Council chair, Kate Santucci
has agreed to chair the April Program Council meeting.

Respectfully submitted,
Joe Law

Summary of Board Meeting of March 15

Scott Leonard moved that Iris Carter be added to the
new Ministerial Contract Negotiating Team. Greg
Reese seconded and the motion carried.

Dave Rengel moved that the proposed MVUUF email
groups policy (draft 3) be approved. Bill Wendel
seconded and the motion passed.

Mr. Reese moved that funding of up to $200 be
approved for purchase of two cameras, rechargeable
batteries, charger and one monitor, with the stipulation
that the Safe Congregation Task Force develop policy
related to use of the portable camera. Alysoun Taylor
seconded and the motion passed.

Mr. Rengel moved that Rev. Martha Hodges be
authorized to transfer up to $500 from the minister’s
professional expense line item to the worship committee
expense line at her discretion. Mr. Reese seconded and
the motion passed.

Mr. Rengel moved that we honor the commitment made
by the previous PR representative and allow the Lifeline
Screening announcement at an upcoming service as

arranged. Ms. Taylor seconded and the motion passed.

Mr. Wendel moved that $65 be authorized for software
related to the upcoming congregational survey. Mr.
Reese seconded and the motion passed.

Respectfully submitted,
Bill J. Wendel
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President’s Message

It's hard to believe it's April, traditionally a busy month at MVUUF ighear will be no exception. We will be
launching our annual pledge campaign, but more importantly, we will hewmegaegational meeting after services on
May 6, and hopefully will vote to call our next Minister, the Reverend Amy Rus&ee the introduction of Rev.
Russell on our front page.

It's been a very intense two years in the life of our Fellowship, coepligh spirit-sapping lows as well as inspirational
highs. | think everyone would agree that we come to the end of this interim pmasgstdy a stronger, more
enthusiastic and hopeful congregation than the one that started dowmthigeesly two years ago. So many people
have given so much of their time, resources and energy to get us where wawradnd perhaps more than our
interim minister Rev. Martha Hodges. As exciting as it is to contemplat future with Rev. Russell, it will be hard to
let Martha go.

On March 1, we marked another transitional milestone as the board andrpoognacil began their first full year under
the terms of the new bylaws approved by this congregation last Aprillastthe congregation elected all board
members and one half of the council leaders to nine-month interim ternesitieat February. In January, you elected
the entire board and half the program council to terms that began on March 1. Rewdard is Joan Albrecht, filling
the program council chair position. New to the program council in additidre tohair are Jay Snively for Public
Relations and Jennie Hardy for Activities.

As many of you know, | served in a leadership role both as a council rep (coratrmnsrand board member (at-large)
at First Universalist Church in Minneapolis for nearly seven yeamsn®that time, | saw many of the strengths and
challenges of a board/council governance model. That said, it has beemdivastg rewarding for me to participate in
our own development and transition into this model and to see it working safteelbnly 10 months. Much of the
success is to the credit of the first elected group of program coepsjlwho, with no prior experience in this model,
have patiently and effectively worked toward improving existing Fellgwghigrams, adding new ones and
successfully coordinating programs between various areas of resptndg#iverything perfect? Of course not, but |
don't believe anyone expected it to be. There will always be room for impravefmem a board perspective, | can’'t
even begin to imagine how we could have accomplished the work the council has editiyéeyear and addressed all
the topics, issues and challenges that have filled our monthly agenddasidedy. This has, and will continue to be,
an important part of our transition to a larger, truly program-focusedegauipn.

The next month and half will be an exciting time for our Fellowship as we endtedm ministry, and plan to welcome
our new minister and truly take the first steps to the bigger and brighteg this congregation envisioned when they
built this church.

—Kriss Gang
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Announcements

New Fundraiser...and it won't cost you a penny!
Bring your empty computer printer cartridges to theg
Fellowship and place them in the box in the Gathefing
Space. This way, you can recyeled the Fellowship
will reap cash rewards for your efforts. Cartridges
must be “brand name” ink cartridges and must havg a
print head. The brands accepted are Lexmark, HP,
Canon, Dell and Sharp. To see if your cartridge is
acceptable, visit the website http://empties4cash.com/
cartridge-price-list.html.

This simple fundraiser will not cost the Fellowship
anything ... all the materials are free, even the shipping
is pre-paid. So bring in your cartridges, or pick up
envelopes to send in yourself.

Let’s Interact

Join the discussion of a new activity forming at the
Fellowship. If you are interested in helping to organize
a singles group, contakEtic Walkinshawor Jennie
Hardy.

Join MVUUF CUUPS

All are welcome to join CUUPS (Covenant of
Unitarian Universalist Pagans). Find our Yahoo group
at mvuuf_cuups@yahoogroups.com. Con@atdi
Reeves

Upcoming meetings and events:
- April 1, Sunday, 5:00 PM: Full Moon Ritual
April 15, Sunday, 12:30 PM: Planning
May 4-6: Beltaine Spring Retreat at Zane Shawnee
Caverns in beautiful Bellefontaine, Ohio
May 13, Sunday, 12:30 PM: Full Moon Ritual
June 10, Sunday, 12:30 PM: Planning
June 24, Sunday, 12:30 PM: Summer Solstice

CineManiacs—April 15

If you're wild about art films, join CineManiacs the

third Sunday every month at Neon Movies for the 4:30-
5:30ish showing. The title and time will be sent on the
Thursday prior to the Sunday event. Everyone is
welcome! After the movie we meet in the Neon lobby
café for fellowship and a discussion. Questions, call
Trudy Krisheror Lindy McDonough

Drum Circle at MVUUF

Join us to shake a rattle, pound a drum, chant, dance and

make a noise at our monthly drum circle!

Bring your own drum or percussion instruments, or

there will be extras to share. Join us in the Founders’

Room to get your groove on! Our next drum circle will

be at 7:00 PM on April 7. All are welcome and wanted.
—Ann Rismiller
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Akil & Mary Ellen
Happily Ever After!

Keeping Up With Members

We hold in our heartBuby Powelland her family as
they mourn the loss of Ruby’s grandson, Ben Powell,
who died in a tragic auto accident. The young man is
warmly remembered by former coworkers at the David
Sarnoff Library, who will apply memorial contributions
to the Powell Fellowship at The Whaling Museum, 18
Johnny Cake Hill, New Bedford, MA 02740.

Beloved membekaurel Herminghausenhad a bad

fall in her garage and as of this writing, has been
released from the hospital and is recuperating at home.
She appreciated help from many who brought meals.

Remember in your thoughts and prayers our long-time
membetEllen Beck who is hospitalized with a heart
ailment and faces surgery.

We send our love to young membBecca Robinson
who underwent surgery recently.

We extend our sympathy Marisa Headand her
family upon the loss of Marisa’s grandfather.

We send our good health wisheslayce Camerorand
Joan Albrecht who have been ill.

Special thanks tdom Davisfor keeping our grand
piano in tune, at no cost to the Fellowship.

A very happy note to end on: Congratulations to

memberdMary Ellen BeardmoreandAkil Sharif, who
were married at the Fellowship on March 22.
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Chalicelight Art Gallery

We are pleased to feature a selection of paintind3dwpn Hanserthrough the
month of April. The message of Devon Hansen'’s art is very sirfilstakes
simply aren’t mistakes in the world of a Devon painting. In all my work, | make
many mistakes—but rather than letting them remain mistakes, | singbly ¥ay ta
shift them into fanciful and fun creationg2eople end up believing that if | can do
this work, they can do whatever their heart desires.

Devon's vivid colors are lighthearted and bright, leaving a lasting gsiore “I
was ashamed of being a marker artist until | met Gustav Likan,” thei&@rduadrn
painter she studied with before his death in 1998. “Here's this world-famiotesrpa
delighted to use my Crayolas, so | came back and | was proud of using markers. |
mean, here's this guy who did murals for Evita Peron's school in Argentina saying
my work is ‘genius.’ He called me a true colorist, as colors come from desjnes. He said that's what people are
feeling when they see my art. They're feeling things | probably sgatés my own childhood. They feel hopeful and
happy and that's why | market it as functional art as well as de®or@aunctional because it is not just directive, it
actually inspires change in people.” Most recently she has takenimérvgr style to self-taught acrylic work.

Devon is the owner of Heartpeople® Inc. at 1917 E. Third Street in Dayton. Tiseofva#lr gallery are filled with her
whimsical art. Her earlier pieces were all done with magic enarknging from Heartpeople® to cityscapes, jungle
themes, magic castles in the sky, and most recently, reclining nudes anebdien. In her studio, Devon continues to
create a dazzling array of original Heartpeople® artwork. Huagifial creations have a magical quality that many find
uplifting and therapeutic. Her work has repeatedly been featured ausdnealthcare facilities, where her fanciful
images bring a sense of hope and joy to recovering residents and patieatsgBeerously donates her art to numerous
charities, including PBS (Channel 16), American Cancer Association, and #rgcAmHeart Association. These are
just a few of the non-profits who come to her year after year asking for peifhé hardworking artist not only

donates work, if she even hears of a child or adult in need, she willinglyosi¢hat the person receives an original
piece of art. This prolific artist has over 1,000 pieces of originahdmer gallery alone.

Devon Hansen has spent more than 20 years inspiring and encouraging othersamitaziey and uplifting story of
personal triumph over adversity. Her bogkgry? Do You Mind If | Screantfas been used by many as an effective
self-discovery tool, including the survivors of the bombing of the OklahomaF€itgral Building. Devon has

established herself as a nationally recognized keynote speaker and/cbaflige management consultant with business,
professional and non-profit clients ranging from Bank One and Rockwell Interabto the YWCA Women'’s

Resource Center, Women Survivors of Childhood Abuse and the Domestic ViGlenizgence. Devon captivates
audiences of any size with her humorous and heartfelt approach to confrontimgpesssing the debilitating effects of
unhealthy anger and change-related stress. When Devon addresses audenpesssineir minds to the potential for
focused self-renewal by sharing her personal story of triumph over homelemsdednise.
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CUUPS Spring Retreat at Zane Shawnee Caverng
MVUUF CUUPS (Covenant of Unitarian Universal
Pagans) will host a spring retreat at Zane Shawne

Caverns in beautiful Bellefontaine, Ohio, the weekg

of May 4—6. Everyone is invited to join in the fun!
Bring the family and stay overnight Friday and

Saturday. Spend Saturday exploring the beautiful
caverns with all your friends! We will prepare our

own meals as a family potluck, so bring food to shEre.

The sign up sheet will be available in the Gatherin
Space following Sunday services through April 15,

For more information, please cont&ndi Reeves
Visit the caverns website at
www.zaneshawneecaverns.net.

Zane Shawnee facilities are primitive cabins w
electric

Meals are family potluck

Bring food to share!

Arrive 6 PM Friday, Depart by 2 PM Sunday
$40.00 per person/$10 per child for the entire
weekend

$20.00 deposit per adult is required to reserve
your place

The FORUM

Fellowship Gourmets
All are invited to the Fellowship Gourmets adventu
in April:

Saturday, April 28 at 6:00 PM
CAFE ISTANBUL
The Greene Towne Center
72 Plum Street
Beavercreek, OH 45440
937-320-3411

“Turkish cuisine is rooted in the use of fresh and
healthy ingredients. At Café Istanbul we have stay|
true to this time-honored tradition and we prepare

almost all of our foods in-house, from the butcherijg

of our meat, to the making of our yogurt. Café
Istanbul features a menu created by Chef Cengiz

[€S

%

d

Saraman. Chef Saraman comes from Turkey whelfe he

was voted ‘Best Italian Chef for 2006’. Menu items|

include Pistachio-Crusted Filet Mignon with Zucchini

Tart and Spicy Apricot Chicken with Scalloped
Potatoes. For those seeking more traditional Turki
fare, a wide variety of kebabs are also available.”

RSVP toCyndi Reeves.

Eh
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Concerning Social Concerns

It is turning out to be another busy spring for Social Concerns. As of thisgysite are making final preparations for
this year'sSoup Bowl Supper Tomorrow begins &iving the Welcoming Congregationcourse, and we are just

wrapping up ouGuest At Your Table campaign.

Coming up in April, we have several events planned. On April 20, we are hostingck piiiner and service for the
Equality Riders. On April 22, we will be taking a tour of thgayton Peace Museum's Future Energy and
Conservation Center Read on to find out more about these events!

We are beginning to look ahead to summer, and have a lot of good ideas for social’etl be doing anothe&ocial
Justice Film Series and possibly a book discussion as well. Remember, all are welcome at timgsnse show up
with your ideas! We also have a Social Concerns email group. If you'd likeatddlee, contaddeather Wendebr me.

Happy Spring!

Earth Day Celebration!
Sunday, April 22
1:30 PM — 4:30 PM
Future Energy and Conservation Center
Dull Homestead Farm
Brookville

The Social Concerns Committee invites all MVUUFR
members and friends for a group visit and Earth Day
Celebration on Sunday, April 22 at 1:30—4:30 PM|at
theFuture Energy and Conservation Centeron the
Dull Homestead Farm. The Center is planning special
Earth Day activities from 2:00 to 4:30 PM, including
children's activities such as animal petting and
environmental speakers (stay tuned to MVUUF-News
for more details).

The Future Energy and Conservation Center is the
environmental branch of tH2ayton International

Peace Museumthe recipient of a portion of

our March and April basket collections. The farm uses
six wind turbines and onsite biomass-fired seed
drying. The museum is serviced by a residential
hydrogen generator. The Center features exhibits on
alternative energy technologies and conservation of
resources. Contattynn Buffington, Heather Wendel

or Kate Santuccifor more information.

DIRECTIONS

Future Energy and Conservation Center is northwest
of Dayton and is about 45 minutes from MVUUF at
10404 National Road in Brookville. From MVUUF,
take I-75 N to I-70 W. Take I-70 West to Exit 21,
north to stop sign. Turn left at stop sign on Route 40/
National Road. Go one mile. You will see the wind
turbines and a green sign: Future Energy and
Conservation Center. Alternatively, go north on
Route 48 or Route 49.
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—Kate Santucci

Calling All Grocery Shoppers

Do you shop at Kroger or Dorothy Lane? Your
purchases can earn money for the Fellowship without
costing you a cent.

Kroger has the easiest system, and returns 4% of qur
recharge amounts monthly to the Fellowship. Three
steps and we earn money every month from your
purchases:
All you do is purchase a Kroger gift card for $5. On
your first trip to Kroger, you get $5 of groceries
free. Add to your $5 card and then use it as a debit
card.
When it runs low, recharge your card at Kroger
(with cash, credit card, debit card or check), even
in the checkout lane—before you checkout your
groceries.
Many of you already have Kroger gift cards—just
recharge them and use them when you shop.
Remember, they're not the same as your Kroger Plus
key tag.

Dorothy Lane offers two programs that benefit the

Fellowship,Gift Cards and theCommunity Rewards

Program:
The Dorothy Langift cards have a declining
balance; they can be used until you have spent all
your money but cannot be recharged. We have $20
cards available. The Fellowship receives 5% for all
cards sold.
In addition to these cards, Dorothy Lane offers to
all shoppers &ood Neighbors programfor
donations to a favorite charity. You must re-register
each year for the Fellowship to get credit for your
purchases. If you even shop Dorothy Lane
occasionally, please register for 2007.

—NMaureen O’Mearg Grocery Cards Fundraiser Chair
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The Other Place

MVUUF has an ongoing commitment to serve lunchfa Other Plac€840 South Patterson Boulevard) on the second
Saturday of each montfihe Other Placés a day shelter with the mission of actively countering all causes and
conditions of homelessness through advocacy, education and service. Our eftbaigfeximately 200 people. Sign

up in the Gathering Space or in your Fellowship group meeting.

New email!lf you are able to provide a menu item (15-20 servings), send an eahi® DoverandLucy Kazyakat

their new easy to remember email addréssotherplace @mvuuf.org Use the email to commit to a donation,
volunteer as an on-site server (always needed!), find out what menu itdimisested or to arrange an alternative
drop-off location or time.

Special thanks to CUUPS for supplying pans of lasagna and hard boiledeggs Other Place lunch in March.
Thank you taCyndi ReeveandAlice Diebelfor arranging this! A big thank you taicy Kazyak too, for helping with
all aspects of the project!

Plan to help next oBaturday, April 14.

—Diane Dover

April 14 Menu

Meatloaf

Baked Beans

Corn

Fruit Salad

Desser{Thank you, Kim Bohley!)
2% milk and 100% juice

Drumbeat for Darfur: Acting to End Genocide Now Guest at Your Table Campaign

(ADAPTED FROM THE UUSC WEBSITE) With the Guest at Your Table Campaign officially

What have you done today to help end the devastating | over, we have received $1,838.10 in Guest at Your

genocide in Darfur? The UUSC's Drumbeat for Darfur Table donations, not including coins still waiting to be

campaign calls for constant action to raise the decibel counted and rolled. Thank you for your generous

level of voices urging our own government to make response.

ending the genocide one of our highest priorities. The

UUSC advises: If you meant to make a donation, but didn’t quite get
to it, there is still time. | will hold off sending our total

Advocate! donation to Boston until the end of the first week of

Every day, wake up, brush your teeth and call the April. It would be wonderful if we could equal our

president. Send an e-mail message to the presidentand | |ast year's record donation of $2,434. Watch next
ask others to do the same. Contact your representatives | month’s Forum for the very final total.

and tell them that you are concerned about the genacide

in Darfur. This money will go to effective human rights
programs conducted in accordance with UU principles

Educate! and values. Thanks for a wonderful congregational

Hand out Drumbeat for Darfur ribbons, buttons, and response aﬁirming our commitment to human righ[s

stickers to family, friends, coworkers, and members |of and social justice through this campaign. And

your congregation. Hand out Darfur fact sheets. Invite a | remember, there’s still a little time left to add to ouf

UUSC speaker to your community. annual total and reach last year’s record donation

Mobilize! —Maureen O’'Meara

Organize an event. Make it creative and loud! Guest at Your Table Chairperson
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MVUUF
Supports
Soulforce
Equality
Riders

Friday, April 20
Potluck Dinner for Equality Riders 6:00 PM
Interfaith Gathering for Equality 7:00 PM

The Social Concerns Committee invites you to take
part in a potluck dinner for participants in the 2007
Equality Ride, sponsored by Soulforce. Dinner at the
Fellowship (6:00 PM) will be followed by an Interfaith
Gathering for Equality (7:00 PM) led by Perry Slong
of Beacon Fellowship Ohio, with participation by
members of MVUUF.

Plan to participate in the moving and inspiring servjce,
with great music and revelry. The gathering promises
to lend great support to the courageous soul riders
Please let us know if you can help with the potluck|by
helping set up or providing a dish. There are 26
members of the Equality Ride team (there are sevén
vegetarians and two vegans in the group). To signjup
or get more information, contadbe Law All are
invited to the dinner and the service, one or the other if
you can’'t make it to both.

Last year, modeling their work on the Freedom Rides
of the early 1960s, Soulforce traveled by bus to
nineteen Christian colleges and universities to engage
students, faculty and administrators in conversatiom
“about the damaging effects of homophobic doctrirje,
the false notion that lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender identities are sick and sinful.” This yedqr,
two buses are taking two groups to 32 schools arotind
the country. One of the buses will be at Cedarville
University on April 19 and 20.

Soulforce states its mission in this way: “The purpdse
of Soulforce is freedom for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender people from religious and political
oppression through the practice of relentless
nonviolent resistance.”

For more information about Soulforce and the 2007
Equality Ride, see their website at http://
www.soulforce.org.
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Living the Welcoming Congregation

Last year MVUUF reaffirmed its status as a
Welcoming Congregation when a number of members
went through th&Velcoming Congregatiooourse. For
congregations wishing to deepen and expand their
“Welcoming” status, the UUA has developed a follow-
up curriculum called.iving the Welcoming
Congregation Participants can decide if the next stages
of their work are for personal growth, congregational
life, or working within the larger community.

This 13-week program is underway, meeting every
Tuesday at 7:00 PM through June 12. For additional
information contacfoe Law

Lobby Day in Columbus

Equality Ohio announces Lobby Day for Equality 2007
to be held in Columbus May 16. Lobby Day is a chance
to build bridges and meet face-to-face with the men and
women who shape state laws that impact lives and
families.

Lobby Day details:

WHAT: Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
Ohioans, their families and allies meet with state
legislators

WHEN: Wednesday, May 16 from 9:001—5:00PM
WHERE: Homebase is the Hyatt on Capitol Square,
75 East State Street. Meetings take place in legislator
offices nearby at Riffe Center and the statehouse.
REGISTRATION: To register, visit equalityohio.org
or call 614-224-0400.

Participants will visit legislators with others including
team leaders to help answer questions. Before Lobby
Day, Equality Ohio staff will hold nine free trainings
statewide, including in Dayton. Training is selected at
time of registration, so register now! Learn the most
effective ways to talk to elected officials and make a
real difference!

Basket Collection Results

For the months of March and April, we will donate

30% of all non-pledge basket collections to the

Dayton Peace Museumwhose mission isiTo

contribute to a local, national, and international

culture of peace through exhibits, activities, and events
that focus on nonviolent choices.”

This collection period loosely coincides with the
Season for Nonviolencthe 64-day event recognizing
the memorial anniversaries of Mahatma Gandhi and
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Consider putting
an extra gift in the basket—mark your check “social
concerns” so it won't be applied to your pledge.
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Lifespan Religious Education

Women's Group

The 9-week Northwest Earth Institute stuHyploring
Deep Ecologwill end on April 8. Drop-ins are always
welcome. See the weekly bulletins for information ¢n
upcoming Women'’s Group topics.

April 1 Simplicity
With conveniences of modern life come distraction§.
What are the benefits and challenges of living a simple
life in a society dominated by materialism and
technology?

April 8 Bioregionalism
Each person lives in a unique geographical area wjth

natural boundaries. Will a deeper understanding of| our
bioregion enable us to better care for the earth?

All women are welcome! If you have any questions,
call Linda Yoderat 298-4074.

If we could think locally, we would take
far better care of things than we do now.
The right local questions and answers
will be the right global ones. The Amish
guestion, “What will this do for our

community?” tends toward the right

answer for the world.
—Wendell Berry

Heartland District Junior High Conference

Junior high families, mark your calendars for a
Heartland district conference on April 20—22 in Fort
Wayne, Indiana (about 2 1/2 hours from Dayton). The
theme will bé'Monty PyCon.” The cons include
getting to know other UU youth, youth worship,
workshops, and a heavy dose of fun. Rumor is that the
Monty PyCon will include a Medieval costume
contest. Junior high includes current sixth through
eighth graders. Parents or other MVUUF adults can
serve as drivers and chaperones.

Check with eighth gradedsndrew Dover, Jonathan
NguyenandJacob Nolinwho recently attended a

junior high con in Lexington, Kentucky. For more
information, contact the student organizer from
Lexington, Kelsey Weber at kweber@wildblue.net. If
you or your student are interested in attending, contact
Lynn Buffington.
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Children’s and Youth April RE Schedule

K-5 6-12
APRIL 1 Class Youth Worship
APRIL 8 Multigenerational Easter Service
APRIL 15 Class Class
APRIL 22 | Children’s Chapel Class
APRIL 29 Earth Day Celebration

MVUUE Daytime Book Club

The Daytime Book Club meets on a Wednesday
(usually) each month at the Fellowship at 10:30 AM in
the Founders' Room. We discuss the book of the month
and then go to lunch together. This is an open group and
newcomers are more than welcome. Contasbl
Vincentor Sylvia Wincefor further information.

The group will discus¥aYas in Bloonby Rebecca
Wells on April 18. Future discussions includbiefsby
Stuart Woods on May 23 arithe Audacity of Hopby
Barack Obama on June 13.

Men's Group
The Men’s Group meets the first and third Sundays of

each month at 9:15 AM in the Richard Venus Library
for fellowship and discussion. All men age 16 and older
are welcome to attend.

Evening Book Discussion Group

The Evening Book Discussion Group will meet at 7:00
PM on Tuesday, April 10 atucy Kazyak'shouse for a
discussion oA Changed Maiby Francine Prose.

New participants are welcome. Contacin Snivelyif

you would like more information.

Easter Egg Hunt!

After service on Easter (April 8), children from
nursery through 7th grade are invited to stay for an
Easter Egg Hunt! Parents are asked to pick up their
children from class, during coffee time

then bring them to the hunt, which will

be held outside if weather permits, in

classrooms otherwise.
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Persephone’s Ponderings

Earth Day, Everyday
Our nation has been celebrating Earth Day every year since April 22, 1978urplose is to educate
people about environmental issues and was originally organized as a sgréssmots
demonstrations across the country protesting the degradation of the enviroFimeig a wonderful
thing, but conditions have not improved enough since 1970. As is par for the course,dydrts D
become more of a mainstream token celebration of trees than a renaiytipassroots demonstration
and educational tool in most cases. As Unitarian Universalists, we slf@th that, | believe,
explicitly calls us to take action. To “affirm and promote” are notipasdeas. Below you'll find
suggestions for affirming and promotirgspect for the interdependent web of all existence of which weep#.

Recycle Start recycling at home if you don't already. Make this a habit for ylildren if you have them. Find out if
you live in a location where they’ll come and pick it up, or if you need to deliyeuiself. Do the same at work. If
they don't recycle there, take the initiative and start. Educate yourkewand get others in on the project. You can
also help with the recycling at church. We have a lot of people coming through theddorseek and a
disproportionately small number of (wonderful!) people helping out. Find out whatan do to help. Remind people
to take advantage of the recycling containers provided and make suezehming used appropriately.

Carpool.Our church is nine miles from Oakwood, 12 miles from Beavercreek, 13 miles fromiadawDayton.

That's 18, 24, and 26 miles round-trip, respectively. That's a lot of milesvthdtive every Sunday to come to church.
Many of us live within a mile or two of other people in the congregation. Whgampbol to church? If two families
from Beavercreek carpool just once a month instead of driving separatelyptiid reduce the miles traveled to
church by 288 per year! That's a 144-mile reduction per family! Not only does traitogu as it reduces the amount
of money you spend on gas and wear and tear on your car, but it reduces the amouutioof {hait we put into the

air. And just think of the other benefits, like making meaningful cotnmes with people in our congregation.
Partnering to be more responsible and modeling that behavior for our childrpovgerful thing.

Ditch the car.Walking and bicycling aren't just good for the environment—they’re good forlogsigal health, as

well as our mental well-being. Many of us have the ability to walk a mifeaoe at a time, but rarely ever do. Our mid-
western mindset tells us that walking two blocks is an awful dis@mten inconvenience, while people who live in
big cities like New York, San Francisco and Boston often must walk 10 or 15 mimggessto the subway, bus or to
wherever their car may be parked. If you are relatively able bodied, themextou drive to your local grocery, video
or drug store pay attention to the mileage. If it's a mile or less, wallkingxtIf it's less than five miles, ride your bike.

Eat responsibly The way we eat has a much larger impact on fossil fuel usage and pollutionathg of us may
realize. Pre-packaged and highly processed foods are produced with inordiightdtyssil fuel consumption. Avoid
processed, pre-packaged and fast foods and reduce or eliminate meat consuntpyiam kBow that an industrial
meat-based diet takes twice as many fossil fuel calories astebplsed one? Eat as much locally grown food as
possible. This supports your local community, but it also reduces the amoussibfifel used to transport food. A
good way to do this is to join a CSA (Community Supported Agriculture) group. Theseguodvide food for up to five
months. If you've got a green thumb, try growing your own garden. It's better for tleranent and your health.

Green Sanctuarylsn't it time we started thinking seriously about this? Team up withrotbe whom this is a priority.
Visit http://www.uua.org/ga/ga01/2065a.html for more information.

Get political. Be informed about the environmental issues that your legislators ang votand let them know where
you stand. Handwritten letters are always the best, but if you don't Inaevdaii that, make a phone call or send an e-
mail. Remember that we affirm and promtie right of conscience and the use of the democratic procgsss.the
kids would sayyoice your vote

Resources.
Take a quiz to find out how big your eco-footprint is at http:/www.conservatigiecofootprint/.

Check out Ideal Bite, a hip website full of “clever ideas that are good forpeaple and the planet.” You can
check them out and sign up for daily tips at http:/www.idealbite.com.

If you live in Montgomery County, check out the Montgomery County Solid WastedDisebsite for information
on recycling at http://www.mcswd.org or Rumpke, which has other drop offdosaincluding downtown at http://
www.rumpke.com/recycling/overview.asp.

Happy Earth Day...EVERYDAY! Blessings, Persephone
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Community Class Schedule

The Community Class is an adult group that meets
every Sunday morning at 9:30—10:45 AM in the
Founders’ Room for fellowship and thought-
provoking discussion. A chance to let your hair down,
speak your mind or say nothing at all, without
criticism. Up close and personal. Please join us!

Sunday, April 1

“Cats | Have Known.” Anonymous once said,
“Thousands of years ago, cats were worshipped as
gods. Cats have never forgotten this.” And more
recently T.S. Elliot said, “You have now learned that
cats are much like you and me.” Those of us who have
lived with cats know that their personalities are as
varied as the human race. We’'ll share our “catty”
stories and what we’ve learned from them—or didn’t.
Moderator:Eric Walkinshaw

Sunday, April 8

“Memories of Spring.” On this day, when much of

the world is celebrating a major rite of spring, we will
share our memories of this time of year—childhood
discoveries, first loves, Easter experiences, happyand
bittersweet times we have known—when nature is
coming alive and often hearts are soaring. Moderator:
Lindy McDonough

Sunday, April 15

“Our Hidden Talents.” What are your best and

worst skills? How do you apply the good ones and
avoid the bad ones? We all have a variety of skill
levels and by now we probably know our strengths

and weaknesses. How do we take advantage of our
best talents and side-step the ones that give us trouble.
Surprise the group by revealing some of your
outstanding abilities and maybe some personal
shortcomings. ModeratofTom Brown

Sunday, April 22

“Laughter: Medicine for the Soul” It may not cure
anything, but it can alleviate a lot of symptoms. We'll
look at the nature and value of laughter and share the
funny times of our lives. Moderatdeifi Purkey

Sunday, April 29 (rescheduled from February 25)
“Smoking Today.” How has this unhealthy activity
affected our lives or those of loved ones? Will the
recent Ohio ban on smoking in public buildings go the
way of Prohibition or should cigarettes be viewed as
prescription drugs that are removed from the market
when proven to have deadly side effects? What about
insurance benefits for people who knowingly use this
substance that causes cancer and other life threatening
illnesses? What about privacy rights? Moderator:
Julie Bragg
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Smart Choices

Meetings take place on Mondays from 7:30—9:00 PM
at the Fellowship (usually) in the Sanctuary next to the
storage room. Cabylvia Wincefor more details about
this group.

April 9: We will check in and chat.

April 23: Jeni Cullenwill lead us in doing scrimshaw
to make a mural.

May 7: Show and Tell. We will each bring in an item to
share and tell about.

May 21: Check-in and we will celebrateynn Haven's
birthday.

On Saturday, June 23 some of us will take feld trip
to Columbusn a special AAA bus trip to see the
play, Wicked and have lunch at the Der Duchman
Restaurant in Plain City, Ohio. Cost per person is
$149. It is not too late to make your reservation. Call
(937) 456-5678 for more information and/or
reservations.

Poetic Insights
Poetic Insights is open to all and requires no specific

poetic talent, just a desire to express some thoughts and
to share them. At each monthly meeting, the group eats
a sack lunch at the Wince's house at 1:00 PM. At about
1:30, we are given a “prompt,” by a volunteer leader,
from which to write a poem, prose, letter to someone, or
just a stream of consciousness. At about 2:45 PM, we
share our thoughts and what we have written. It is a
good way to get to know people better and is a lot of
fun. The writings are sometimes poignant and
sometimes poetic. Please join us!

ContactBevor Sylvia Wincefor more details. Our next
meetings will be on Sunday, April 15 and Sunday, May
20.

Worship Committee Meeting

The Worship Committee meets on the fourth Monday of
the month and all are welcome to attend. The next
Worship Committee meeting is scheduled for Monday,
April 23 at 7:00 PM. For more information, contact

Mike O’Brien.

INTERWEAVE

INTERWEAVE, a support/discussion group for Gay,
Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender (GLBT) people and
their allies meets at the Fellowship at 7:30 PM on the
third Wednesday of each month. Contam¢ Lawfor

more information.
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U

Men’s Group 9:15 AM
Women’s Group 9:30 AM
Community Class 9:30 AM

Breaking the Color Barrier-Chuck Thomasgiam
New Member Recognition 11 AM
Music Committee 12:30 PM
Young Adults 12:30 PM

CUUPS Full Moon Ritual 5:00 PM

Social Concerns 7:00 PM

Living the Welcoming CongregatiarnPm
The FORUMDeadline

Daytime Books 10:30 AM
INTERWEAVE 7:30 PM
Choir Practice 7:30 PM

Living the Welcoming Congregatiarem

Board Meeting 7:00 PM

Choir Practice 7:30 PM

Equality Ride Dinner 6:00 PM
Interfaith Gathering 7:00 PM

Good Friday Service-Chuck Thomag:30pm

Drum Circle 7:00 PM

Women'’s Group 9:30 AM
Community Class 9:30 AM

Leap of Faith-Kriss Gang 11 AM
Conservation Center 1:30 offsite

Women'’s Group 9:30 AM
Community Class 9:30 AM

Easter CelebrationPersephoneMartha11am
Easter Egg Hunt 12:30 PM

Worship Committee 7:00 PM
Smart Choices 7:30 PM

Living the Welcoming CongregatiarnPm

Program Council 7:00 PM
Smart Choices 7:30 PM

Choir Practice 7:30 PM

Living the Welcoming Congregatiarem
Evening Book Group—7 PM offsite

Game Night 7:00 PM

Choir Practice 7:30 PM

Fellowship Gourmets pm Café Istanbul

The Other Place Meal 11:30 AM
E-mail: theotherplace@mvuuf.org

Women'’s Group 9:30 AM
Community Class 9:30 AM
Meet the Candidate-Amy Russelk1 am

Men'’s Group 9:15 AM

Women’s Group 9:30 AM
Community Class 9:30 AM

Ministry We Share-Jim Faulconer: av
Orientation 12:30 PM

Young Adults 12:30 PM

CUUPS 12:30 PM

Poetic Insights-Wince’'s1:00 PM
CineManiacs—Neon Movies 5 PM

Meet the Candidate Dinner—May 5
Special Congregational Meeting—May 6
MVUUF Plant & Garage Sale—May 19

Dowd & Barlow THE GREAT STORY—May 20
Lifeline Health Fair at MVUUF—June 19




