
 

 

Of Cabbages and Kings: Holy Grails and Flaming Chalices 
 
The current brouhaha over the release of the movie The DaVinci Code may 
puzzle some of us. The true nature of Jesus and his legacy is a less than 
burning issue for a lot of Unitarian Universalists. Still, it is possible to imagine 
why it is upsetting the Catholic Church and some of its more conservative 
adherents, because these are the same reasons that make it interesting and, dare 
I say, even gratifying to some liberal Christians and us non-believers. Namely, 
the possibility that Jesus had a sexual nature, that he had a wife and offspring, 
that women played a crucial role among the Jesus followers, and that this role 
has been deliberately suppressed by a patriarchal Church… Here is a 
conspiracy theory any right-thinking religious liberal could love!  
 
It tickles the imaginations of those of us who believe that Jesus was a fully human being. My New 
Testament professor at the University of Chicago – a very astute, rational and critical Catholic, 
incidentally – grew rather impatient with questions about the historical figure of Jesus. First of all, she 
rightly pointed out, there is little evidence about the man, so such discussion is mostly purely 
speculative. But, as a believer, she also dismissed the question as irrelevant. As a UU, to me this 
question is anything but irrelevant. I love it when biblical archeology and ancient texts reveal glimpses 
of the Roman world in which Jesus and his followers lived. The recent discovery of an ossuary that 
may or may not contain the bones of Jesus’ brother James, for example, fascinates me. Such links, 
however tenuous, between faith and history allow me to imagine a worldview in which myth is viewed 
in cultural context. This makes it easier to appreciate religious stories as powerful metaphors and 
expressions of timeless human themes. The culturally and historically determined and the universal 
begin to fit together in a satisfying manner, like pieces of a jigsaw puzzle that would answer all of our 
questions about the human condition if we could once get it assembled!  
 
The DaVinci Code appeals to feminists who would like to believe that Mary Magdalene was a favored 
disciple of Jesus. We don’t have to take the plotline of this novel seriously or give much credence to its 
historical plausibility to suspect that there is truth in the contention that Jesus’ followers included 
women of influence. The Gospels themselves say as much. As for the book’s depiction of a vast 
Catholic conspiracy and a sinister brotherhood of flesh-mortifying monastic murderers?  Well, don’t we 
UUs enjoy a little patriarchal Establishment-bashing as well as the next person?   
 
Before we get too smug about all this, let’s not forget that our flaming chalice is… well, a chalice. As 
in… a grail. As in the cup used at the Last Supper, the elusive object of desire for King Arthur, the 
Crusaders, and Indiana Jones. Hans Deutsch, an Austrian Resistance figure, designed our 
denominational symbol for the Unitarian Service Committee when it needed an official-looking logo 
for its work in rescuing Jews and others from the Nazis. It was a good choice. It was suggestive of 
Christianity and the temple lamps of Judaism, of course, but symbolized also the ideas of hospitality 
and shared community, of nurture, and of the female principle, the life-giving womb. The flame within 
it suggests illuminating truth, exploration, saving warmth and protection, power and energy, witness, 
courage, memory, hope… a very versatile symbol, and, again, a good choice for our diverse 
congregations. 
 
       —Martha Hodges, Interim Minister 
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VISION STATEMENT   We are a welcoming spiritual congregation encouraging one another on our personal 
journeys, embracing diversity, nurturing community, and working together for social justice. We actively 
promote the liberal religious principles of the Unitarian Universalist Association. 

 Martha Hodges 



 

 

MVUUF STAFF  
 
Martha Hodges, Interim Minister 
Office Hours: Daily except Tuesday, call for appointment. 
Email: hodges.m@att.net 
 
Dale Bockhorst, Bookkeeper 
Email: dalebockhorst@yahoo.com 
 
Jeanette Filbrun, Choir Director 
Choir Practice Wednesdays, 7:30 PM 
Email: musicfil@aol.com 
 
Barbara Kelley, Administrator 
Office Hours: Monday—Thursday  9:00 AM—3:00 PM 
Email: admin@mvuuf.org 

 
Jesse Minnefield, Custodian 
 
Persephone, Director of Lifespan Religious Education 
Office Hours: Sunday AM and by appointment 
Email:  dre@mvuuf.org 
 
Barb Weber, Transition Coordinator 
Office Hours by appointment 
Email:  BLW622@yahoo.com 
 
 

2006-2007 MVUUF Board of Trustees 
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Scott Leonard   Bill Wendel 
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Gail Cyan   Alysoun Taylor 
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Program Council 
 
Joe Law  Mike O’Brien 
Communications Rep Worship Rep 
 
Bonnie Bazill-Davis Amanda Matthias-Caton 
LRE Rep   Membership Rep 
 
Kate Santucci  Joe Zimmerman 
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Gary Courts  Barbara Moreda (nominee) 
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Music Rep  Program Council Chair 
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Hard work paid off. Photo by Sylvia Wince. 

“All things are our relatives. What we 
do to everything, we do to ourselves. 
All is really One.” 
   —Black Elk 



 

 

JUNE SERVICES 
 
Sunday, June 4 — 11:00 AM 
Change—Alternative Worship Experience 
“Change” is the theme of this service. Change in our 
lives can be exciting and frightening, good and bad. 
Whatever kind of change we experience—it shapes us. 
The AWE group will use music, movement, and your 
experiences to help us explore how change affects our 
spiritual development; and how changes in our future 
can bring us closer to our spiritual ideals. 
 
Sunday, June 11 — 11:00 AM 
Is Nothing Sacred?—Martha Hodges 
 “Sacred” is a word that we hear in many contexts and 
one that goes largely unexamined. It speaks to us on an 
intuitive or emotional level and so, Martha contends, is 
easy to use in a manipulative or unthinking manner. 
What meaning can we salvage from this lovely and 
overused word, and why should we bother? 
 
Sunday, June 18 — 11:00 AM 
Honoring our Fathers: William Ellery Channing and 
Unitarian Christianity—Martha Hodges 
It has been said that our Unitarian Universalist history 
should be especially important to us as a creedless faith; 
that our history may hold us together and bolster our 
religious identity when little else does. Yet, in Martha’s 
experience as a lifelong UU, most of us know little 
about the story from which we evolved. On this Father’s 
Day, Martha will better acquaint us with the “father of 
American Unitarianism.” 
 
Sunday, June 25 — 11:00 AM 
Age of Reason Celebration—Persephone 
Many of our 2nd and 3rd  graders have been participating 
in a program of “religious becoming,” or a UU 
catechism program. Join us as we celebrate their 
religious becoming. Hear from them about what it 
means to be a Unitarian Universalist, and affirm their 
place in our community. This is a brand new tradition 
for us at MVUUF, one that is both exciting and deeply 
meaningful. There will be a cake and ice cream 
reception following the service. We hope you will join 
us! 
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JULY SERVICES 
 
Sunday, July 2 — 11:00 AM 
A Fine Romance—Martha Hodges 
Does romance stand a chance in this age of hook-ups 
and pre-nups? Martha will offer some reflections on the 
place of romantic love in our cynical and wised-up 
world. You will have a chance to share your wisdom on 
the subject. (This sermon is a service auction purchase, 
brought to you by Yolanda Crooms and David Cobb in 
honor of their marriage.) 
 
Sunday, July 9 — 11:00 AM 
Speaking Theologically: A Roundtable Discussion 
—Martha Hodges 
We long to speak to each other about our deepest 
beliefs, but UUs seem strangely shy when it comes to 
such theological conversations. Most of us probably 
couldn’t say what our friends and fellow members 
believe about human nature, the existence of God, life 
after death and other Big Questions. Martha will give 
us some tools to talk about these weighty matters and 
then turn us loose in small groups to listen to one 
another’s questions and/or convictions.  
 
Sunday, July 16 — 11:00 AM 
A Congregation of Learners—Martha Hodges 
What does it mean to “educate religiously”? Martha 
contends that everything that occurs in our 
congregational life is a form of religious education and 
so it behooves us to examine what we are teaching one 
another as adults as well as what we teach our children. 
 
Sunday, July 23 — 11:00 AM 
The End of Faith—Martha Hodges 
Author Sam Harris, in a book by this title, argues that 
“the irrationality of religious faith” threatens our 
world’s very survival. As the pendulum of our 
Unitarian Universalist tradition seems to be swinging 
away from the primacy of reason and further toward 
“extra-rational” ways of knowing, where does this 
premise leave us? 
 
Sunday, July 30 — 11:00 AM 
Equal Rites: Why All the Fuss?—Martha Hodges 
The question of the right of same-sex couples to marry 
seems so clear to many of us that it is difficult to 
understand the arguments against it. Yet, as with other 
questions of public ethics, this failure to understand 
precludes meaningful conversation between people of 
opposing views and makes it harder, if not impossible, 
to convert others to our way of thinking. What is really 
at the heart of the fearful and angry claims that gay and 
lesbian unions signal “the end of marriage”? Is it 
possible to respond effectively to such claims? 

The FORUM 
The FORUM is published monthly by the Miami Valley 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, 8690 Yankee Street, 
Dayton, OH  45458. Subscription price is $20 annually and is 
included in membership. The FORUM is edited by 
Barbara Kelley (admin@mvuuf.org). Thank you for help 
from George Henderson (Mailer) and Carol Narigon 
(Proofreader). The next Forum deadline is July 18. The 
deadline for the Sunday bulletin is 10:00 AM on the 
preceding Monday.  
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Board and District 
Congregational Survey 
Our ministerial search committee posted a 
congregational survey online and made printed versions 
available to members in May. If you haven’t completed 
the survey yet, please do it now. We truly value your 
opinions and your answers are completely anonymous. 
We especially want to thank Joyce Cameron, Tom 
Brown, Joe Law and Joe Zimmerman who checked 
the survey for grammar and logic. Any errors are ours, 
not theirs. 
 
We will use the survey statistics, your written answers, 
and opinions from the upcoming focus groups to give a 
basic MVUUF description to potential ministers. This 
Congregational Record (CR) will be posted online to 
the UUA and will profile our members, our strengths, 
skills and enthusiasms, as well as what we see as 
challenges and issues for the future. We will analyze 
the survey, answer UUA questions and describe what 
you seek in a minister. We will upload the CR to 
Boston by October 31. 
 
This summer, we will also start preparing the 
congregational packet, which is a second major 
document created in tandem with the CR, and which 
will give a greater overall description of MVUUF, our 
activities, history, programs and how we live and 
function as a religious community. It will include 
photos, perhaps a CD, and information on the Dayton 
area. It will be finished and ready for mailing by 
November 30, and we will use it to “sell ourselves,” 
while ministry applicants will send us similar packets. 
 
In the meantime, we will organize a summer series of 
small “focus group” meetings in which MVUUF 
members of our many committees, activity and interest 
groups can give us their opinions on our next minister. 
Two search committee members will attend each 
meeting, one to lead the discussion and another to 
record your views.  
 
We have also scheduled an at-large meeting after 
church on Sunday, June 4, for anyone who wishes to 
discuss our search process.  
 
Make your voice heard in this important process! 
Complete the survey and attend one of the focus group 
meetings. 
 
          —John Bierman 
  MVUUF Search Committee Secretary 

Summary of Board Meeting of May 18, 2006 
This was a special board meeting called primarily to 
discuss the 2006-2007 budget. Scott Leonard opened 
the discussion by presenting an overview of the draft 
budget. He asked the board to nominate a 
subcommittee to make budget prioritization 
recommendations. The subcommittee will make budget 
recommendations and the board will ultimately make 
the necessary decisions before going to the 
congregation for approval. This subcommittee will also 
be asked to consider alternatives, such as proposing a 
six-month budget. The budget was discussed item by 
item and there were discussions about prioritization of 
items in the event that income falls short of expected 
expenses. 
 
It is clearly understood that it is necessary and vital for 
members of the congregation to respond favorably to 
the supplemental pledge request or the ramifications for 
the Fellowship will be dire.  
 

   Respectfully submitted by 
   Bill J. Wendel 

UU Earth Works Action  
The UUA undertakes action through a number of its 
subgroups. One of those subgroups is the Unitarian 
Universalist Earth Works. UU Earth Works is part of a 
coalition which sent a letter to the director of the EPA 
regarding PM 2.5 (particulate matter in the air that has 
a major effect on health). In the coalition’s letter, the 
director was asked to maintain the more stringent 
controls on PM 2.5, rather than allowing the limitations 
to be raised.  
 
That letter was used as testimony to the Miami Valley 
Regional Planning Commission’s Air Quality 
Committee in May. Our own Sharon Harmer testified 
as a representative of another organization which also 
signed the letter. Just another example of our 
denomination in action!  

Board being candid. Photo by Sylvia Wince. 



 

 

It’s hard to believe nearly a year has gone by since I agreed to serve as your 
board of trustees president. First of all, I want to express my gratitude to the 
entire congregation for taking the leap of faith to elect such a newcomer as 
president. The encouragement, support, enthusiasm and confidence that I have 
received from so many people has meant so much. 
 
It has been an incredible year of change at Miami Valley Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship. We honored and sadly said goodbye to our minister of 14 years, 
forged on and in October, welcomed and embraced our interim minister, 
Martha Hodges. We have elected an impressive ministerial search committee 
who is successfully leading us through the new minister search process. We 
hired a dynamic new LRE Director. Through the tireless efforts and sometimes 
endless hours of debate, the governance committee presented not only a 
completely new governance model, but an entire rewrite of our congregational 
bylaws that not only support the new model but institute inclusive, more 
democratic, processes. And the congregation approved them unanimously. 

 
This is an impressive list of accomplishments and a testament to the hard work of our church leadership, dedicated 
volunteers and the support of the entire congregation. And we accomplished all this while educating our children in our 
faith, keeping the building running, maintaining music and worship programming, feeding the hungry, mourning our 
losses, acknowledging our setbacks and celebrating our personal successes and joys. 
 
I want to thank the entire board of trustees for their support. I’ve served on a number of boards and I’ve never worked 
with such a remarkable group of intelligent, insightful, stubborn, dedicated, fair-minded and tolerant Unitarian 
Universalists. With all we had to deal with, all the decisions to be made, we accomplished so much and did so in a way 
that honored our UU practices and principles. 
 
And we still have more to do. As this is published, we will be finalizing the budget and the verdict is still out as to how 
next year will pan out financially. It is at times like this that a congregation’s success or failure depends on its most 
dedicated and committed members and their willingness to commit their experience, their time and most important, their 
financial resources. We collectively have the power to move forward toward our dream of a larger, thriving, optimistic 
community of abundance or step backwards to the pessimism of scarcity. In a year, we will have a new minister, new 
optimism and most important, new members. But today, and for the year ahead, our future relies on you. 
 
I truly believe we will move toward our more optimistic goals and I look forward to serving another year as president (of 
the new board of trustees). Freed from the burdens of programming decisions, we will be able to spend long overdue 
time on congregational stewardship, long-range planning and preparing MVUUF for a new minister. Hopefully within a 
year’s time and with perseverance, some hard work and a little luck, we will be celebrating and welcoming the arrival of 
our new settled minister. 
 
I will end my last letter of this year with the same quote I started this year with. We ended every service at First 
Universalist Church in Minneapolis with the words of Rev. Terry Sweetser that are so appropriate for MVUUF as well:  
 
 

“It is for today and for times we shall never see. So let us be about the task.  
The materials are very precious and they are very perishable. May it be so.” 

 
 
           —Kriss Gang 

President’s Message 

President Kriss Gang. Photo by Sylvia Wince. 

Forum                     5   Summer 2006 



 

 

 
Thoughts From Barb… 
 
And so the end has come. This is my last Thoughts column, since my one-year contract as 
transition coordinator will end on July 1. After working for you for eight years before that as 
religious education director, ending my church employment feels like the end of an era for me. 
 
These nine years have seen much change, both personally and for us at MVUUF. During these 
years, my children have grown up and my mother and other family members have died. I thank 
you for your support and caring during these times of my life. I cannot imagine what my life 
would have been like without you. 
 
We have also seen much change as a church. When I began as summer youth religious education 
coordinator, we had perhaps 15 or 20 adults and only a couple of children in unstructured childcare on any summer 
Sunday. Now we have full services and religious education all year long. 
 
When I started, we had already moved to two services on Sundays during the academic year. We were talking about 
whether to move to a new church, and, if so, where and what kind. Now we have made our beautiful new space a reality 
and we are learning what it means to live in it as our spiritual home. 
 
Friends and staff have come and gone during this time. Children have been born and grown so quickly. Adults have 
matured and some have moved into old age. We have experienced both good and difficult times, great joy and also 
sadness and anger. I appreciate the chance to have shared your lives with you, to have traveled with you for a part of your 
journey, and to have wound our journeys together. 
 
I am grateful for the dedication so many of you have shown in so many ways. The opportunity to work together, to 
dream and plan and nurture our faith and our community will always shine as a great gift in my life. These have, as I said 
recently, been years of such good work, and I thank you for them. 
 
I believe there is more good work to come, and that the future of the Fellowship looks bright. I see us now in a place 
where we are stretched thin due to our new mortgage and the added stresses of a period of interim ministry. But I also see 
us as strong and deeply rooted, and I believe that good things are coming for the Fellowship. I believe that, as I have said 
throughout my time with you, we will have what we need when we need it. I believe this because we, the members, have 
the vision of what we can be and because I believe we will do the work to bring a wonderful future to reality. 
 
And so at last, once more, with profound gratitude for these years of deeply meaningful work, and with deep joy and firm 
faith for tomorrow, I say 
 
           May it be so. 
 

� � � � � � � � � � � �����
 
 
P.S. A year and a half ago, when I announced my plan to resign as religious education director, I explained the 
 UUA’s standard recommendation that departing staff leave church life for a year or so to make room for their 
 successors. This past transition year has allowed Persephone to settle in as RE director and has made it 
 unnecessary for me to disappear after all. Although I will withdraw from Fellowship leadership for awhile, I will 
 still be around, attending service, helping out with specific projects and, generally, rediscovering what it means 
 to be a member, rather than an employee, of the Fellowship. I am looking forward to it! 

Barb Weber 
Transition Coordinator 
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Keeping Up With Members 
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Thank You 
Our heartfelt thanks go out to the Fellowship for its 
sympathy and support following the death of our son, 
Jack. From the many cards, calls, and flowers to the 
Service of Remembrance and the reception, your 
outpouring of concern has helped and comforted 
us. Special thanks go to Barb Weber for handling the 
flowers and assisting in the service, Pat Santucci for 
setting up and running the sound system and visuals, 
and Sylvia Wince for organizing the reception. Serving 
on the reception committee were Iris Carter, Vinnie 
Marshall and Beth Farnham, Carol Narigon, 
Maureen O'Meara and John Bierman, Kathleen 
Pennington, Bill Ross, and Bev Wince. Bringing 
additional food were Ellen Beck, Laurel 
Herminghausen, Joe Law, Phil Wise, and Carol 
Vincent. The generous spirit of the Fellowship made 
the memorial a truly special time, and we thank you 
all. 
   —Jack and Nancy Moody 

Celebrate with Ruth Rowley 
I’m going to celebrate a big birthday at the end of July. 
I considered making a donation to the endowment fund 
but then thought it would be more fun to have you cele-
brate with me. 
 
On Sunday, July 30 after the worship service, I will 
provide a catered picnic lunch and, of course, a birth-
day cake. I would ask that you make a donation to the 
endowment fund in lieu of a contribution toward the 
meal or a gift. If this is a successful fund-raiser, I’ll 
repeat it for my 80th, 90th and 100th birthdays. 
    —Ruth Rowley 

New Email 
Carol Vincent asks that you note her new email address 
(blocked for website). 

Best wishes to Yolanda and David 
MVUUF members Yolanda Crooms and David Cobb 
will exchange wedding vows at the Fellowship at 1:00 
PM on Saturday, July 1 and wish to extend an 
invitation to all. Yolanda and David want to thank 
everyone for their support, as they know many hearts 
share in their joy. Cake and punch will be served 
following the regular Sunday service on July 2 to 
celebrate with the happy couple.  

 

Thanks Lynn 
Many thanks go to Lynn Haven for working to 
categorize and organize the RE books. This huge 
project will benefit RE children and teachers for years 
to come and it is so appreciated! 

Thanks Rich 
Many thanks to Rich Robinson for his many, many 
hours of work putting together our new computer! Rich 
really burned the midnight oil on this project and it is 
appreciated! 

    Thanks to Lynn Haven. Photo by Sylvia Wince. 

Open Wedding Invitation 
Dear friends—old, new and future: Please join Lesa 
and Gail Cyan as we celebrate our religious marriage 
ceremony (they can’t outlaw that) on Saturday, August 
5 at 5:00 PM in the sanctuary at MVUUF. Please bring 
a dish to share for a potluck and reception immediately 
following the service. Children are encouraged to 
attend and we will honor their presence with a 
children’s story and activity (it is our children’s 
generation that will change the tide of discrimination). 
Please no gifts. We will be passing the basket for 
donations to go to the UUA Freedom to Marry fund 
and Equality Ohio, so that someday our spiritual union 
will be legally recognized in our home state of Ohio.  
   

  —Yours in love, Lesa and Gail 

Yolanda & David. Photo by Sylvia Wince. 
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Chalicelight Gallery 
We will continue to enjoy art created by members of 
the Fellowship through the month of June. Be sure to 
take time to peruse this lovely eclectic show featuring 
paintings, drawings, photography and three-
dimensional mobiles by our own talented artists. Thank 
you to Katherine Cruse, Lesa Cyan, Gayle Gyure, 
Chris Mannix, Beryl Schicker, Don Shows, Pat 
Simon, Carol Vincent, Maury Wyckoff and Linda 
Yoder for providing the art for this beautiful show. 
 
In July, the Chalicelight Gallery will feature the 
photography of Robert Crooms, who is the father of 
Yolanda Crooms, outgoing Fellowship trustee and 
summer bride. The special presentation is in honor of 
the wedding of Yolanda Crooms and David Cobb to be 
held at the Fellowship on July 1. 
 
Bob Crooms is an award winning photographer and 
was recently bestowed a lifetime achievement award 
for his work and leadership in photography, presented 
by the Chicago Alliance of African American 
Photographers (CAAAP). He shares the gallery with 
Rudolph C. Hudson, his best friend and fellow 
CAAAP member. Rudy will serve as the wedding 
photographer. The Chalicelight Gallery will feature 
this special show through July.  

Announcements 

Calling All Grocery Shoppers 
Do you shop at Kroger, or Dorothy Lane? Your 
purchases can earn 4-5% for the Fellowship without 
costing you a cent.  
 
We have a number of $20 Dorothy Lane cards just 
waiting for purchase. The Fellowship buys them at a 
5% discount; however, until you buy them, they’re a 
Fellowship loss rather than a source of income. 
Dorothy Lane also offers a Good  Neighbors program  
that sends a yearly check for purchases by Fellowship 
members. Remember, you must re-enroll each year for 
the Good Neighbors program for us to get credit for 
your purchases. Forms are now available in the 
Gathering Space. 
 
As always, Kroger cards are also available for $5 initial 
purchase including $5 in merchandise. Purchase one 
and then recharge it for all your purchases; the 
Fellowship receives 4% on all recharges. Get yours 
before those summer parties and barbecues. 
 
—Maureen O’Meara, Grocery Cards Fundraiser Chair 

Program Council 
The new Program Council will tentatively meet at 
MVUUF on Thursday, July 13 and Thursday, August 3 
at 7:00 PM. If you are interested in subscribing to the 
program council email list, please send an email to: 
MVUUF-Program Council-subscribe@yahoo.com. 

A Spot of Beauty 
Members wishing to provide flowers for the altar for 
one of the Sunday services are asked to contact the 
office (436-3628 or admin@mvuuf.org) to schedule. 
Let us know if the flowers are in memory of someone 
or to celebrate an occasion. The flower donors and 
occasion will be listed in the Sunday bulletin. Donors 
should feel free to take the flowers home after the 
service. 

 

New MVUUF Online Comment Box 
If you have any questions, comments, or suggestions 
concerning program areas or anything else going on at 
the Fellowship, please send an email to the new 
MVUUF online comment box at  

MVUUF-CommentBox@yahoogroups.com 
and your note will be directed to the appropriate per-
son or governing body. 

Talking about Grief, Anger and Healing 
Are you among those who are feeling hurt or 
resentment over the departures of Hillary and/or 
Richard — or, for that matter, over the move from Far 
Hills Avenue?  If so, we need to talk. 
 
I invite you to come to a conversation where you can 
share your thoughts, feelings and questions about these 
events and to consider how we can use these 
experiences in a way that promotes healing and a 
healthy future for MVUUF. I will be facilitating this 
conversation (with some assistance) and I will be 
listening. Please plan to come to the Fellowship on 
Saturday, June 3 at 7:00 PM. This will give you time to 
enjoy our Plant & Garage Sale that day and to feed the 
kids before our meeting. Dessert will be served! 
    —Martha Hodges 

Worship Committee Meeting  
The Worship Committee will not meet in June. The 
next meeting will be July 11 at 7:30 PM in the 
Founders’ Room. All are welcome. For more 
information, contact Mike O’Brien. 
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CineManiacs—June 18 and July 16 
If you're wild about art films, join CineManiacs the 
third Sunday every month at The Neon Movies for the 
5-5:30ish showing. The title and time will be 
electronically sent on the Thursday prior to the Sunday 
event. After the movie we'll meet in the Neon lobby 
café for fellowship and a discussion. Questions or if 
you would like to be added to the CineManiacs email 
list, call Trudy Krisher or Lindy McDonough. 
 

Angry Housewives Eating Bon Bons 
Plan to join this fun celebration of the book Angry 
Housewives Eating Bon Bons by Lorna Landvik on 
Friday, June 16 at 6:00 PM at the Fellowship.  
 
From the publisher: Once again Lorna Landvik leaves 
you laughing and crying, as she reveals perhaps the 
greatest truth: that there is nothing like the saving 
grace of best friends. 
 
There will be live entertainment and Martha Hodges 
and Sylvia Wince will serve dinner in the tradition of 
the book’s characters.  It will be delicious and lots of 
fun!  
 
Hurry! There’s still time to pick up this easy read from 
the library before the party. Admission is $20 and 
profits will benefit the Fellowship. 
 
Please RSVP to Sylvia. 

Dayton Pride Parade—Saturday, June 3 
The gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender people of America need your help now more than ever to obtain equal rights. 
Please show your support for the GLBT community by participating in the 2006 Pride March in downtown Dayton. 
Interweave, Welcoming Congregation and other MVUUF members will once again walk in the parade. This year, 
MVUUF will have a table at the PrideFest exposition on Courthouse Square. 
 
Line up begins at 11:00 AM at Cooper Park, Second and St. Clair streets (beside Dayton Metro Library). The march steps 
off at noon. Participants will walk to Courthouse Square, where a Pride Rally will follow. PrideFest needs to be set up by 
11:30 AM, and it will continue until 5:30 PM. 
 
Set aside some time on Saturday, June 3, and come join us! For more information, contact Joe Law. 

INTERWEAVE—Summer Meetings 
INTERWEAVE, a support/discussion group for gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and transgender (GLBT) people and 
their allies meets at the Fellowship at 7:30 PM on the 
third Wednesday of each month. 
 
This year, INTERWEAVE will meet during the 
summer months as well. Contact Joe Law for more 
information. 



 

 

Saug-For-All 
A Summer Camp for Adults June 25 - July 1 
 
Purpose: To provide a week-long, fun-filled summer 
adventure for adults with opportunities to form new 
and lasting friendships and to provide an environment 
which encourages personal growth and spiritual 
enrichment. 
 
Eligibility:  Any adult 21or over. Our community is 
comprised of singles and couples. While we are 
affiliated with the Unitarian Universalist religion, a 
camper need not be a UU member to attend but should 
agree with our seven principles. Saug-for-All is a 
member of the Council of Unitarian Universalist 
Camps and Conferences. 
 
Where: We rent our space from the Presbytery of 
Chicago. It is a breathtaking site right on the dunes of 
Lake Michigan. The natural beauty of the 
surroundings is as much a part of our community as 
the campers who inhabit its space each year.  
 
Cabins are rustic but comfortable and have a charm 
all their own. Older cabins overlook the lake and 
house four-eight people (two per room) with shared 
half bath. Shower houses are nearby. Newer cabins, 
nestled in the woods, each have four 2-bed rooms with 
closets and drawer spaces, a common living area and a 
full bath with shower.  
 
Cost: The camp week costs $425. This includes 
housing, meals, snacks, workshops and entertainment. 
For more information or to register, visit 
www.saugforall.org. 

Fellowship Gourmets 
Around the World in Dayton 
 
We’ll have our final gatherings of the year the 
weekend of June 24—25. We’ve traveled around the 
world with dining and will finish with Chinese food. 
 
Please join us Saturday, June 24 at 6:00 PM at the 
Golden Dragon, 1136 Miamisburg-Centerville Road in 
Centerville. The dinner buffet is $9.99. 
 
This restaurant is also open on Sunday, so if you can’t 
make it on Saturday evening, we hope you can join us 
on Sunday, June 25, after the service. The Sunday 
buffet is $8.99. Dishes may also be ordered from the 
menu. 
 
Please contact Ruth Rowley if you wish to be included 
in the reservations. 
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Announcements 
Place brief, written announcements in the 
“announcement folder” (in the MVUUF front office), 
no later than 10:30 AM on the Sunday of the service to 
have your announcement read by the worship associate. 
If you wish to make the announcement yourself, sign 
up on the form inside the folder. See the worship 
associate or the minister for exceptions. 
 
Joys & Concerns announcements are not affected by 
this new procedure. 

SUUSI 2006 "Rejoice and Renew" 
July 16 - 22, 2006 
Virginia Tech, Blacksburg VA 
Explore nature, make new friends and renew 
connections, and remember sweet summer days of 
years past. Whether this is your first SUUSI or your 
20th, there is much on which you can reminisce when 
we all gather for fun, relaxation, reveling and renewal. 
Whether your idea of a good time is hiking the steepest 
trail, tubing down the river, learning something new 
about yourself or the world, dancing all night or singing 
along with Cabaret talent, SUUSI is the place to be this 
summer. 
 
Come to SUUSI for all that is restful and rewarding...a 
week of intentional community and the gift of 
friendship—new and renewed.  
 
Visit suusi.org or call Genevieve Harvey for more 
information. 

 

Drum Circle Night at MVUUF  
Join us at 7:00 PM on June 10 to shake a rattle, pound 
a drum, chant, dance and make a noise! All are 
welcome and wanted. Bring your own drum or 
percussion instruments, or there will be extras to 
share. This is a Dayton Drum Circle Meetup event, 
open to all MVUUF attendees and guests. Bring a 
snack to share if you are so inclined, and come get 
your groove on! 
    —Ann Rismiller 

Summer Wedding 
Katie Pavy and Jon Sexton will be married at the 
Fellowship in an afternoon ceremony on Sunday,  
July 2. The Fellowship wishes the couple a lifetime of 
happiness together. 



 

 

Membership Happenings FYI 
Since taking over as membership trustee in February, I 
have had the pleasure of meeting with several members 
regarding ideas for nurturing our current membership 
as well as growing our membership rolls. This is a 
brief summary of what has been discussed so far. 
 
Welcome Sessions vs. The New UU 
The difference between the "Welcome Sessions" held 
monthly and "The New UU" held quarterly is the that 
the welcome sessions are only an hour in length and 
are very general. People attend these to get a brief 
introduction to the Fellowship. "The New UU" is based 
on a 4-6 session curriculum (although ours is only one 
day long) that incorporates UU history, MVUUF 
history, as well as introduction to MVUUF governance 
model and ways to get involved. By having a day-long 
class for new members, folks get connected not only to 
one another but to the Fellowship more easily. New 
members will be officially introduced to the 
congregation and sworn in during the congregational 
meetings held 2-3 times a year. Newsflash: Attendance 
at either of these sessions is no longer a requirement 
for membership to MVUUF. 
 
Listening Ears vs. Caring and Sharing 
Lay visitor or "Listening Ears" as they will come to be 
known are not a part of the Caring and Sharing 
committee. These are two separate groups with 
different roles. "Listening Ears" is a small group of 
individuals selected by the membership chairperson to 
be there for individual members who may be 
struggling with something in their lives and need 
someone to talk to and to listen. "Listening Ears" will 
be trained listeners, not therapists. Caring and Sharing 
will be responsible for the nursing home visits, calls, 
letters and emails to members who are ill or who may 
have an illness or death in family, etc. 
 
Member Connection 
We also hope to start a Member Connection group who 
will be responsible for calling members once a year to 
touch base with them as well as conduct "exit" 
interviews with people who have left the congregation 
for one reason or another. Member Connection 
members will connect people with the minister as 
necessary. 
 
I could really use some help with any of these groups. 
If you are interested in getting involved, contact me. 
Enjoy your summer! 
   —Amanda Matthias-Caton 

UU General Assembly 
The deadline for register for the UU General Assembly 
in St. Louis, Missouri on June 21-25 is fast 
approaching. Online and mail-in registration closes on 
June 8, after which registration will be on-site only. 
 
You've heard many of us speak about the joys of GA, 
the connections that we make with other UUs, the 
marvelous workshops, and just the wonder of feeling 
part of a spiritual community that stretches even 
beyond the United States. Bear with me as I share one 
of my favorite parts of GA — the worship services! 
The singing, the rituals and, yes, the preaching can be 
rousing, thoughtful, penetrating, exuberant, intellectual, 
sensual and everything in between. 
 
View some sessions from last year's GA at UUA.org. 
Also, check out this year's program available as a pdf 
download! 
 
Come to GA and be part of the excitement of being in a 
city with (at least) 4,000 other UUs! Mapquest tells me 
that St. Louis is only a six-hour drive from Dayton. 
 

    —Leslie Woodward 

UUSC at the UU General Assembly 
The 2006 General Assembly of the Unitarian 
Univeralist Association will be held June 21—25 in St. 
Louis, Missouri.  The Unitarian Universalist Service 
Committee (UUSC) wants to use social activism to 
make this annual convention of Unitarian Universalists 
more meaningful than ever. Come to General Assembly 
and leave knowing that you have done something to 
make a difference in the lives of oppressed people in 
the United States and around the world. 
 
All UUs attending GA will have an opportunity to 
contact their congressional representatives to urge them 
to support the pending legislation, the Hurricane 
Katrina Accountability and Contracting Reform Act 
(H.R.3838). Advocates will be able to call or e-mail 
policymakers from the convention center to take direct 
action on this issue, which is vitally important to 
workers in the Gulf Coast region. 
 
Also at General Assembly, UUSC is hosting a series of 
workshop dealing with the humanitarian crisis in 
Darfur, defending the rights of "informal economy" 
workers, and protecting human rights in major natural 
disasters. 
 
Come to GA and put your values in action! 
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Concerning Social Concerns 
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Busy Summer for Social Concerns 
Social Concerns has a lot going on this summer! After 
the Eyes Wide Open exhibit, we jumped right into pre-
paring for this year's Pride Fest on June 3. I am really 
hoping to see a great turn out for the parade this year. I 
think it's especially important that we are visible in the 
larger community as a Welcoming Congregation, and 
that friends and allies show up to lend support to the 
GLBT community. Remember, our government will be 
voting early in June on a Federal Marriage Amendment 
to our Constitution, and as UUs, we need to get out 
there and stand up for human rights! 
 
The Social Concerns committee will be asking the con-
gregation to approve a Human Rights Statement at the 
congregational meeting in June. In doing this, we're 
hoping to be able to move forward with our work in the 
area of human rights, and speak for the Fellowship in 
regards to pressing human rights issues. As always, we 
welcome new faces on the committee, with new ideas 
about how we can get this very important work done. 
The area of human rights is very broad and could en-
compass many diverse projects, so if you have some-
thing you would like to organize, please see us! 
 
Have a wonderful, safe summer! 
 
    —Kate Santucci 

GAYT Finals 
The absolutely final  totals are in for Guest at Your 
Table! Your very generous donations made this a 
banner year for Guest at Your Table – we sent a total of 
$2434.32 to the UUSC from members of the 
Fellowship. A total of  $1965 of these donations 
consisted of individual or household donations of $75 
or more and qualified for matching funds from the 
Shelter Rock Congregation.  
 
By the end of the campaign, 55 Fellowship members 
(counting dual memberships as two memberships) 
either joined the UUSC or renewed their UUSC 
memberships. 
 
This money will go to effective human rights programs 
conducted in accordance with UU principles and 
values. Targets of this year’s campaign included 
workers’ rights, the campaign to end U.S. sponsored 
torture, the human right to water, and  tsunami 
response. Stop in our library to read the “Service 
Committee News” to find more about the essential 
programs you are supporting.  
 
Thanks for a wonderful congregational response 
affirming our commitment to human rights and social 
justice through this campaign.  
 
—Maureen O’Meara, Guest at Your Table chairperson 

The Other Place 
MVUUF has an ongoing commitment to serve lunch at The Other Place (840 South Patterson Boulevard) on the 
second Saturday of each month. The Other Place is a day shelter with the mission of actively countering all causes and 
conditions of homelessness through advocacy, education and service. Our efforts feed approximately 200 people. 
Special thanks to the Community Class for providing the fruit for May’s lunch! See  your group leader to find out how 
your group can help. 
 
Sign up in the Gathering Space or in your Fellowship group meeting or contact Diane Dover or 
Lucy Kazyak to help or if you are able to provide a menu item (15-20 servings). If you aren’t able to be at The Other 
Place when we are serving, call Diane or Lucy to arrange for an alternative drop-off location and time. This summer, 
plan to help on June 10, July 8 and August 12. 
 
 
 
 

June 10 Menu 
Sandwiches–all varieties 
Potato salad 
Fresh veggie trays—Ranch dressing 
Cookies 
100% juices 
2% milk 

July 8 Menu 
Lasagna 
Green salad—Ranch or Italian dressing 
Fresh fruit salad 
Cookies 
100% juice 
2% milk 



 

 

Summer Film Series 
Social Concerns presents a Social Justice Film Series for the summer. Enjoy the air conditioned comfort of our 
Founders’ Room as we view and discuss films of importance to current human rights issues. There will be delicious 
and plentiful refreshments, and child care may be provided if arranged in advance. The movies are all on Friday 
evenings beginning at  7:00 PM. 
 
July 7  The Land of the Settlers 
A fascinating and moving 5-part documentary by Chaim Yavin (nicknamed the Israeli Walter Cronkite). It explores the 
impact of the Israeli settlements in the Palestinian territories via Yavin’s personal wanderings and interviews with a 
variety of Israelis and Palestinians, with Yavin sympathetic to both. Much takes place in the countryside and in Israeli 
and Palestinian homes. We’ll show two of the five hours. MVUUF friend Sister Judith Martin may serve as an informal 
resource if her schedule permits. 
 
July 21  Sacred Choices and Abortion—10 Things to Think About 
This remarkable documentary explores "the big lie" that religion is opposed to a woman's right to choose. Ten 
insightful segments feature scholars from major faith traditions—Christian, Muslim, and Jewish—as well as women 
and girls whose lives have been forever changed by abortion. Both thoughtful and dramatic, this film radically reframes 
the debate over reproductive rights in our highly religious culture.  
 
August 4  Before Stonewall 
In 1969, the patrons of the Stonewall Inn in New York City's Greenwich Village decided to fight back, transforming a 
routine police raid into three nights of rioting which marked the beginning of the Gay Liberation movement. Before 
Stonewall examines the historical background to this sudden burst of political energy—from the social experimentation 
of the Roaring Twenties, to the discovery of the true size of this hidden society during World War II, to the 
scapegoating of homosexuals during the McCarthy era, to the development of the early homophile rights movement— 
providing an informative and engaging portrait of the history of homosexual experience in America. Using filmed 
recollections and a wealth of archival material, Before Stonewall traces the social, political and cultural development of 
the gay and lesbian community. 
 
August 18  Slavery: a Global Investigation 
This 80-minute documentary, based on the book Disposable People, exposes cases of modern slavery in the rug-
making sector of Northwest India, the cocoa plantations in the Ivory Coast, and even the homes of World Bank officials 
in Washington, D.C. Filmed in India, Brazil, West Africa, London, and the US, the documentary shows how slavery 
fits into the global economy. The filmmakers actually buy slaves in Africa and help to free child slaves in India. 
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Get Involved 
The Social Concerns Committee is a great way to get 
involved in the Fellowship!  Our next meetings will be 
held on June 26 and July 24. Contact Kate Santucci for 
more information. 

It Was Souper 
Belated thanks to all who donated soup on Souper 
Bowl Sunday! Our sixth- and seventh-grade class 
collected a total of 81 cans for the East Dayton 
Emergency Services Program. —Lynn Buffington  

UUSC Update on Darfur  
Theresa Pease of UUSC’s Cambridge office interviewed Atema Eclai, UUSC’s director of programs, upon her return 
from war-torn Darfur. An excerpt: 
 

 Q.  What did you find when you got there? 
 A. I found people dying. I found more dead bodies than I could ever have imagined. I found children starving, 
 men and women malnourished. I talked to women who couldn’t lift their feet to walk because they had been 
 raped that badly; they couldn’t move and were just waiting to die. I met families where the men had been 
 taken, the women raped in front of their husbands, and the young girls carried off on horseback to be used as 
 concubines until they got too exhausted; then they would be killed. In Darfur, they use "disappear" as a passive 
 verb: Many people I met had family members who had "been disappeared," and they don’t know whether they 
 are going to get them back. 
 

To date, the genocide in Darfur has taken more than 200,000 lives, with another 2.5 million people or more displaced. 
To learn more, visit UUSC.org. 
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Smart Choices  
Smart Choices is a group that meets twice monthly on 
Monday nights to spend an hour and a half doing 
something that enhances our lives. Anyone may come 
to the meetings, on a drop-in basis. It is not a club. 
  
Monday, June 12, 7:30 - 9:00 PM 
We will meet in the Fellowship library and do a quick 
"check-in," then listen quietly to CD music, which 
Lynn Haven will bring. 
  
Monday, June 26, 7:30 -9:00 PM 
Come with a birthday story. Perhaps bring a photo or 
poem about birthdays. Cynthia Schubauch will bring 
a cake (it's her birthday). We will meet at Peg 
Peterson's house. Call Peg to RSVP and for directions. 
  
Monday, July 17, Come at 6:30 PM 
Bring a snack and swim suit. We will meet at Laurel 
Herminghausen's house and swim in her warm pool. 
For directions, call Laurel. 
  
Monday, July 31, 7:00 PM 
Meet at Cox Arboretum. We will have golf carts to 
tour the park. Those who wish to may walk the paths 
instead.  

MVUUF Daytime Book Club 
The Daytime Book Club meets on a Wednesday each 
month at the Fellowship at 10:30 AM in the Founders' 
Room. We discuss the book of the month and then go 
to lunch together. This is an open group and 
newcomers are welcome. Anyone who has read the 
book is welcome to attend. Contact Carol Vincent 
or Sylvia Wince for further information. 
 
June 28 
His Excellency, George Washington by Joseph Ellis 
 
July 26 
Angry Housewives Eating BonBons by Lorna Landvik 
 
August 30 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe 
 
September 27 
The Spiral Staircase by Karen Armstrong 
 
 

Poetic Insights  
The Poetic Insights group meets once a month at the 
Wince's house. We eat a sack lunch at 1:00 PM, and 
at 1:30, we begin our impromptu writing session. Given 
a prompt from the leader, we write prose or poetry (or a 
letter, etc.) for a half hour. We then share our ideas and 
rough drafts with one another. It is fun and open to any-
one wishing to participate. For directions, call Bev or 
Sylvia Wince. 
 
Sunday, June 25 
Ralf Grisard will lead. 
 
Sunday, July 30 
Bev Wince will give the prompt. 

Women’s Group 
The month of June will involve the Women’s Group in 
several different activities. On June 4, we will gather 
for a special event focused on our Fellowship 
Labyrinth. The group will begin its Summer Program 
on Sunday, June 11. 
 
From June 11 through Labor Day weekend, the group 
will gather weekly at 9:30 AM for check-in and 
conversation. The weekly gatherings will be facilitated 
by Barbara Moreda and Marilyn Faulconer in June, 
by Bonnie Thompson and Gayle Gyure in July, and 
by Sylvia Wince and Joan Albrecht in August. One or 
more special activities may be announced at a later 
date. 
 
The Fall Program will begin September10, the Sunday 
following Labor Day. At that time we will begin a 
two-week study exploring meaningful ritual led by 
Gayle Gyure and Joan Albrecht. This initial study 
will be followed by a discussion of the book Quiet 
Mind, Fearless Heart: The Taoist Path through Stress 
and Spirituality by Brian Luke Seaward, facilitated by 
Marilyn Faulconer and Beryl Schicker. 
 
As a part of our Sunday morning gatherings, the group 
is also conducting conversations regarding leadership 
and activities needed to help improve communication 
and to share the responsibilities for the ongoing 
conduct of the group.  
 
The Women’s Group meets Sundays at 9:30 AM and 
all women are welcome. For further information, 
contact Barbara Moreda.  

Lifespan Religious Education 
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It Takes a Village 
 

Have you read that book by Hilary Rodham Clinton called It Takes a Village?  Me 
neither. But I can tell you from personal experience that the title of the book is true. 
My parents got married, had children and divorced at a very young age. They weren’t 
really equipped to be parents so young. It took two sets of grandparents and aunts and 
uncles on both sides to help raise the three of us. And we were pretty good kids. It 
takes a village. 
 
After a couple of decades and a few lessons learned, my dad (before he was on staff at 
his church) went to the church leadership and said, “We have a number of single 
moms in this church, and they are our responsibility. What are we doing to help 
them?”  The church now has several programs in place to help single moms. It takes a 
village. 
 

Imagine having 30 or 40 or 50 kids. That’s what it’s like running a youth religious education program. It takes a lot 
more than a part-time DRE and a few teachers to make it happen. It takes a village. It takes every single one of us taking 
an active role in the lives of our children and youth. It takes dedicated teachers willing to work directly with our kids on 
a regular basis. It takes people reviewing curriculum and helping us lay out a program that gives our kids a broad basis 
of religious knowledge and a deeper understanding of our faith. It takes people who are creative and worshipful to help 
put together Children’s Chapel so our children are given sacred time and space to worship and reflect in a way that is 
meaningful to them. It takes people who realize how important it is to take care of the nuts and bolts functioning of the 
program on Sunday morning by helping teachers find supplies, preparing snacks and keeping our prep room organized. 
It takes a village. 
 
Our children need to know that they are a valued part of this congregation. You can play a part in that. Imagine the 
personal reward when you see a child you taught in YRE go off to college and decide to continue on to seminary. Or 
maybe you organized social justice projects for the kids and one or two of them have gone on to do anti-oppression 
work as youth or young adults on the continental level. Or simply imagine the look on a child’s face when they have 
learned something inspiring, or when they’re pouring their heart and soul into singing a song in chapel. Imagine being 
the person who has created such a safe and loving environment for our youth that you are the one person that one of 
them feels safe enough to come out to you that she thinks she might be gay. Maybe yours is the satisfaction of standing 
back and watching everything run as smoothly and successfully as possible, knowing that your work behind the scenes 
helped make this happen. It takes a village. It takes us. It takes you. 
 
For more information on volunteering in our YRE program please visit our website, www.mvuuf.org under “Religious 
Ed.”  You can also contact Persephone, Director of Lifespan Religious Education, at dre@mvuuf.org. 
 
         Blessings, Persephone 

Summer YRE Teachers Still Needed! 
How about teaching YRE in the summer? It's only for 
July and August and is loads of fun and easy! 
Interested? Please contact Persephone. 

June is YRE Month!! 
Find out why service to Youth Religious Education is 
a wonderful thing! Join us every Sunday in June as we 
take five minutes of every service to share stories from 
our teachers, families, youth and leader-
ship. Discover the many ways you can be a small part 
of turning on young minds to our UU principles! 
   —Bonnie Bazill-Davis  

Evening Book Discussion Group 
The Evening Book Discussion Group will meet on 
Tuesday, June 13 at Lucy Kazyak's house to discuss 
The Prize Winner of Defiance, Ohio by Terry Ryan. 
The meeting is at 7:00 PM. New participants are 
always welcome. Contact Ann Snively if you would 
like more information. 

Men's Group 
The Men’s Group meets the first and third Sundays of 
each month at 9:15 AM in the Richard Venus Library 
for fellowship and discussion. All men age 16 and older 
are welcome to attend. 



 

 

Community Class  
The Community Class is an adult group that meets every Sunday at 9:30—10:45 AM in the Founders’ Room for 
fellowship and thought-provoking discussion. A chance to let your hair down, speak your mind or say nothing at all, 
without criticism. Up close and personal. Please join us!  
 
Sunday, June 4 
“Life’s Lessons.”  What events and people have had significant impact on our lives? A childhood trauma, a loving 
parent, an inspirational teacher, a youthful adventure, a loyal friend, an understanding co-worker, the birth of a child, a 
generous neighbor, a TV personality, a national leader, the death of a loved one, an illness, or a hard-won 
achievement…We’ll share the gifts our experiences and relationships have given us. Moderator:  Elfi Purkey 
  
Sunday, June 11 
“Target Earth: Can We, Should We Divert Asteroids?”  Our resident amateur astronomer will detail the capability of 
modern science to change the trajectory of a hurling mass large enough to destroy a small state. Would the diversion be 
a global effort? Who would make the decision? How quickly could steps be taken to prevent such a catastrophe? Are 
there reasons not to take such action? Moderator:  Al Boudreau 
  
Sunday, June 18 
“Global Warming.”  Inspired by the 2004 book Red Sky at Morning: America and the Crisis of the Global Environment 
by James Gustave Speth, dean and professor at Yale University’s School of Forestry and Environmental Studies. The 
discussion will focus on the problem of global warming—just one of many environmental issues addressed in Speth’s 
book. Moderator:  Gordon Taylor 
  
Sunday, June 25 
“What Do We Want in a Minister?”   The MVUUF Ministerial Search Committee has been charged with the 
responsibility of finding the best match between a minister and our congregation. As part of the process, we will be 
sharing our preferences with regard to calling a permanent minister. One member of the search committee, who is also a 
charter member of the Community Class, will lead the discussion. Moderator:  Jim Faulconer 
  
Sunday, July 2 
“Important Social Changes We’ve Seen in Our Lifetimes.”  Most of our class participants have lived over half a 
century, some decades longer, and during that time have observed many cultural changes— local, national and global—
in behavior, values, interests, activities, and priorities—for better and worse. We’ll talk about those changes and maybe 
how they have affected us on a personal level. Moderator:  Carol Vincent 
  
Sunday, July 9 
“Outgrowing Your Religion.”   We have come together from many different religious and philosophical beginnings, 
and over time we’ve probably let go of some deeply held values and beliefs. We’ll talk about the struggle to let go of the 
familiar and the exhilaration of seeking and finding spiritual/human fulfillment in new ways. Moderator: Jim Faulconer 
  
Sunday, July 16 
“Strange Characters I've Known.”  Ever meet any strange or unusual people? Someone way out of the ordinary? Any 
pathological friends or family? Tell us about the interesting ones. No fair talking about people in the group.  
Moderator: Tom Brown 
  
Sunday, July 23 
“How Far Have You Gone?”  Have you ever done something that surprised you? Have you done something that you 
never thought you would ever do? What have you done in your life that you would have never predicted about yourself 
when you graduated from high school? Moderator: Kathy Brown 
  
Sunday, July 30 
“Mind, Body Movement.”  There are disciplines such as yoga, Tai Chi, and the martial arts that are neither religions nor 
simple exercise. Because of their unique nature, they have the potential of forming the basis of a completely secular 
personal religion. Moderator:  Mike O’Brien 
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Check Out UU Online Resources 
 
Covenant of Unitarian Universalist Pagans—http://www.CUUPS.org 
Promotes the study and practice of contemporary Pagan, earth- and nature-centered spirituality, enabling networking 
among pagan-identified UUs and developing educational/liturgical materials. 
 
HUUmanists Association—http://huumanists.org 
Formerly the Fellowship of Religious Humanists, its purpose is "to enhance, promote, practice and enjoy humanism in 
liberal religion, and to provide a continental organization for those who consider themselves humanists within the 
UUA..." Publishes a journal, Religious Humanism, and a newsletter. 
 
Conservative Forum for Unitarian Universalists—http://www.cfuu.org 
Founded  as an institution within Unitarian Universalism for the expression of a full range of views on politics, 
economics and society. Activities sponsored by the Forum include publishing a twice-year journal, SIGMA.  
 
Unitarian Universalist Ministry for Earth—http://www.uuministry forearth.org 
Sponsors the Green Sanctuary Program inviting congregations to build spiritually centered environmental awareness, 
choose more sustainable practices, and create environmental justice in their communities. Supplies educational resources 
for worship, RE, speakers and workshops. 
 
The Mountain Retreat & Learning Centers, Inc.—http://www.mountaincenters.org 
The Mountain provides unique, inspirational programs for people of all ages committed to peace, justice, civility and 
compassionate behavior. Its mission is to "embrace the diversity of life, creating an environment to energize people to 
work for positive change." Serves youth, Elderhostelers, congregational members and families. 
 
The Universalist Men's Network (UUMeN)—http://www.uumen.org 
Promotes ministry and programming for men who are members or affiliates of UU congregations or are interested in 
men's programming, encouraging mature masculinity which calls men to their authentic selves and to act responsibly in 
their homes, churches and communities.  
 
Unirondack, Inc—http://www.unirondack.org 
Located in the Adirondack Park (Lowville, NY), Unirondack offers weeklong summer programs and weekend retreats 
that provide a mix of educational, spiritual and recreational activities for youth and adults. Each summer session has a 
special morning program that explores UU values. Opportunities for sports, art, drama, games, yoga and dance.  
 
Unitarian Universalist Buddhist Fellowship (UUBF)—http://www.uua.org/uubf 
Exists to facilitate dialogue among UU Buddhists and others interested in Buddhism and its practices. Open to all 
Unitarian Universalists who are Buddhists of any tradition or who are interested in learning more about Buddhism.  
 
Unitarian Universalist Christian Fellowship—http://www.UUChr istian.org 
Witnesses to those who follow in the spirit of Jesus within Unitarian Universalism. Provides worship resources, online 
communities; publishes an annual scholarly journal, The Unitarian Universalist Christian, and a bi-monthly publication, 
The Good News. Conducts an annual national revival.  
 
Unitarian Universalist Partner Church Council—http://www.uua.or g/uupcc 
Strives to  make international engagement a moral and spiritual principle of UU congregational life. Connects and 
supports North American congregations in partnerships around the world, creating opportunities for pilgrimage, 
hospitality, learning and service.  
 
Unitarian Universalist Psi Symposium—http://www.psi-symposium.org 
A forum for free exchange and study of topics related to metaphysics, holistic health and healing, and parapsychology. 
Provides a safe, open, supportive atmosphere to explore, experience and gain friendship as seekers of wholeness and 
spiritual growth. Promotes chapter study groups as well as regional seminars.  
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June is YRE Month! 

������ �� Panini Ministry (Panera) 11:00 AM 
First Thursday 7:30 PM 

��	� 
�  

��� �� Dayton Pride Parade 11 AM-Cooper Park 

 
MVUUF Plant & Garage Sale 
9 AM — 4 PM 
 

Reconciliation Conversation 7 PM 

���� �� Men’s Group 9:15 AM 
Women’s Group 9:30 AM 
Community Class 9:30 AM 
Change—Alternative Worship Experience 11 AM 
Search Committee Open Meeting 12:30 PM 

���� ��  

����� ��  

���� ��  

������ �� Panini Ministry (Panera) 11:00 AM 

��	� ���  

��� ��� The Other Place Meal 11:30 AM 
Payton-Barrett Wedding Onsite 2 PM 
Dayton Drum Meetup 7:00 PM 
 

���� ��� Women’s Group 9:30 AM 
Community Class 9:30 AM 
Is Nothing Sacred?—Martha Hodges 11 AM 

Congregational Meeting 12:30 PM 
 

���� �
� Smart Choices 7:30 PM 

����� ��� Evening Book Group 7 PM offsite 

���� ���  

������ ��� Panini Ministry (Panera) 11:00 AM 
Board of Trustees 7:00 PM 

��	� ��� Angry Housewives Eating Bon Bons 6 PM 

��� ��� Board/Council Retreat Onsite 9AM-5PM 

���� ��� Men’s Group 9:15 AM 
Women’s Group 9:30 AM 
Community Class 9:30 AM 
Honoring Our Fathers—Martha Hodges 11 AM 

Cinemaniacs—Neon Movies 5 PM 
 

���� ���  

����� 
��  

���� 
�� UUA General Assembly, St. Louis 
June 21-June 26 
 

INTERWEAVE 7:30 PM 

������ 

� Panini Ministry (Panera) 11:00 AM 

��	� 
�� Game Night 7:00 PM 

��� 
�� Fellowship Gourmets—Golden Dragon 6 PM 
 

���� 
�� Women’s Group 9:30 AM 
Community Class 9:30 AM 
Age of Reason—Persephone 11 AM 
Fellowship Gourmets—Golden Dragon 12:30 PM 

Poetic Insights 1:00 PM (Winces) 

���� 
�� Social Concerns Meeting 7:00 PM 
Smart Choices 7:30 PM 

����� 
��  

���� 
�� Daytime Book Club 10:30 AM 
 

������ 
�� Panini Ministry (Panera) 11:00 AM 

��	� ���  

Mark Your Calendar!  
SUUSI, Blacksburg VA—July 16-22 

Fall Retreat at Grailville—October 6-8 
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Bring fresh produce, baked goods, canned and packaged food and diapers to donate during Second Offering every Sunday! 

���� ��� Smart Choices 6:30 PM offsite 

����� ��� August FORUM Deadline 

���� ��� INTERWEAVE 7:30 PM 

������ 
�� Panini Ministry (Panera) 11:00 AM 
Board of Trustees 7:00 PM 

��	� 
�� Summer Film Series 7:00 PM— 
Sacred Choices & Abortion 

��� 

�  

���� 
�� Women’s Group 9:30 AM 
Community Class 9:30 AM 
The End of Faith—Martha Hodges 11 AM 

���� 
�� Social Concerns Meeting 7:00 PM 

����� 
��  

���� 
�� Daytime Book Club 10:30 AM 
 

������ 
�� Panini Ministry (Panera) 11:00 AM 

��	� 
�� Game Night 7:00 PM 

��� 
��  

���� ��� Women’s Group 9:30 AM 
Community Class 9:30 AM 
Equal Rites—Martha Hodges 11 AM 

Ruth Rowley’s Birthday Party 12:15 PM 
Poetic Insights 1:00 PM (Winces) 

���� ��� Smart Choices 7:00 PM offsite 

Mark Your Calendar!  
Lesa & Gail’s Wedding—August 5 

Fall Retreat at Grailville—October 6-8 
 

��� �� Crooms-Cobb Wedding onsite 1 PM 
 

���� 
� Men’s Group 9:15 AM 
Women’s Group 9:30 AM 
Community Class 9:30 AM 
A Fine Romance—Martha Hodges 11 AM 
Crooms-Cobb Celebration 12:15 PM 
Pavy-Sexton Wedding onsite 4 PM 
 

���� ��  

����� �� Holiday—Office closed 

���� ��  

������ �� Panini Ministry (Panera) 11:00 AM 

��	� ��� Summer Film Series 7:00 PM— 
The Land of the Settlers 

��� �� The Other Place Meal 11:30 AM 
 

���� �� Women’s Group 9:30 AM 
Community Class 9:30 AM 
Theological Roundtable—Martha Hodges 11 AM 

���� ���  

����� ��� Worship Committee 7:30 PM 

���� �
�  

������ ��� Panini Ministry (Panera) 11:00 AM 
Program Council 7:00 PM 

��	� ���  

��� ���  

���� ��� Men’s Group 9:15 AM 
Women’s Group 9:30 AM 
Community Class 9:30 AM 
UU Learners—Martha Hodges 11 AM 

Cinemaniacs—Neon Movies 5:00 PM 
SUUSI, Blacksburg VA—July 16-22 


